Collection  Portfolio 

Program 

The  Best  Way  to  Build  a  Meaningful  Collection 


We  invite  you  to  join  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

From  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  your  home  or  office, 
you'll  have  first  pick  of  the  coins  you  need  as  we  acquire  them. 

Advantages  for  you: 

Just  think,  you  will  receive  first  choice  of  coins  we  acquire 
from  old-time  collections,  estates,  our  coast-to-coast  buying  trips 
and  all  new  purchases  that  cross  our  threshold! 

From  our  location  deep  in  the  heart  of  New  England,  we  have 
access  to  some  of  the  finest  and  most  sought  after  coins  in  all  of 

I - 1 

□  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

I  would  like  to  collect: _  Monthly  Amount: - 

1  would  like  to  pay  by  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  American  Express 

Card  Number: _ 

Exp.  Date  _ _ 

Signature _ 

[J  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


numismatics.  Coins  are  purchased  by  Mark  Borckardt,  Dave 
Bowers,  and  Ray  Merena  and  are  selected  by  them  and  Gail 
Watson.  Our  credentials  are  second  to  none. 

You  get  the  benefit  of  our  reasonable  prices  and  high  quality, 
PLUS  a  private  discount.  What  we  consider  to  be  the  best  values 
in  the  coin  market  are  even  better  for  you. 

Here’s  how  the  program  works: 

Each  month  Gail  Watson,  program  supervisor,  will  send  you 
coins,  your  choice  of  certified  (PCGS  or  NGC)  or  non- 
certified  if  you  wish,  for  the  program  you  choose.  While  most 
of  our  clients  prefer  monthly  shipments,  the  programs  are 
flexible,  and  other  time  intervals  can  be  arranged.  Programs 
are  available  for  $100  per  month  upward,  depending  on  the 
program  selected. 

We  offer  Collection  Portfolio  Programs  in 
many  different  collecting  Fields. 

If  you  are  a  collector  of  U.S.  commemoratives,  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  or  gold  or  silver  type  sets  we  have  a  ready-made  program 
for  you. 

Or  take  advantage  of  a  custom  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  created  just  lor  you! 

We  can  design  a  Gollection  Portfolio  Program  to  meet  your 
specific  collecting  needs.  The  possibilities  are  endless;  just  pick 
an  area  of  interest  and  we’ll  take  it  from  there. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  •  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095 


Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 1 1 .  By  actual  count  a 
few  days  ago  there  were  72 1  new  listings  of  coins  added  to  this 
issue  this  in  addition  to  several  thousand  other  coins  recently 
purchased,  but  lor  which  we  already  had  pieces  described  (for 
example,  many  specimens  among  such  popular  series  as  later- 
date  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  Morgan  dollars,  and 
commemoratives).  All  in  all,  this  adds  up  to  one  of  the  most  value-filled  issues  we 
have  ever  created!  Enjoy! 


Dave  s  Desk 


The  coin  market  is  very  active,  and  in  many  sectors  prices  are  rising.  In  fact, 
we  had  to  ratchet  some  listings  upward  in  this  issue  to  reflect  increased  costs  of 
acquisition.  This  activity  plus  the  fact  that  most  coins  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock 
prompts  me  to  recommend  that  you  drop  everything  when  you  get  this  issue,  find 
the  pieces  you  want,  and  then  give  Gail  Watson  a  call  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993. 

You  may  be  interested  in  how  the  “typical”  coin  arrives  in  our  stock: 

The  chief  buyers  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  are  Mark  Borckardt  (our  senior 
numismatist),  me,  and  Ray  Merena.  I  o  assist  us  we  have  at  our  fingertips  a  listing 
of  coins  we  have  in  stock,  information  as  to  how  fast  certain  series  sell,  and  from  Gail 
Watson  a  listing  of  pieces  desired  by  her  “want  list  clients.”  Backing  this  up  is  a 
goodly  amount  of  numismatic  expertise  and  experience.  With  all  of  this  in  mind, 
we  eagerly  seek  coins  wherever  we  can  find  them — on  buying  trips  all  across  the 
country,  by  mail,  and  by  a  regular  network  of  suppliers  who  know  that  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  check  is  one  of  the  “fastest”  there  is. 


At  the  same  time  we  have  a  discerning  eye.  If  a  coin  is  bought  singly,  it  is 
cherrypicked  for  QUALITY.  In  my  opinion,  while  numerical  grade  is  important, 
QUALI7  Y  is  equally  or  more  so.  Mark,  Ray,  and  I  use  grading  numbers  with  care 
and  only  as  a  starting  point.  After  that,  the  coins — including  certified  ones — have 
to  meet  OUR  requirements.  If  an  unattractive  coin  is  acquired  as  part  of  a  group  or 
collection,  we  cut  the  price  and  wholesale  it  below  “bid.” 

When  buying  coins  we  also  keep  in  mind  the  price  level  and  the  depth  of  the 
market  for  it.  As  an  example,  if  someone  were  to  offer  me  at  a  reasonable  price  1 ,000 
MS-63  1884-CC  Morgan  dollars — an  inexpensive,  romantic,  and  very  interesting 
coin — I  would  buy  the  lot,  cherrypick  the  nice  ones  for  stock,  and  wholesale  the 
others.  On  the  other  hand,  if  someone  were  to  offer  me  two  Proof-65  silver  dollars 
of  1854,  and  both  were  really  gems,  1  would  probably  buy  only  one,  as  we  like  to 
feature  one  rarity  at  a  time. 

Back  to  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review:  Check  the  coin  listings  carefully, 
then  call  Gail  to  place  your  order.  Each  coin  comes  with  a  money-back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction.  Ask  Gail  about  our  overnight  delivery  service.  In  that  way  That 
Special  Coin  can  be  in  your  hands  tomorrow!  By  the  way,  unless  I  am  out  of  town 
or  am  hiding  in  my  office  working  against  a  cataloguing  deadline,  I  personally  check 
each  coin  as  it  goes  on  its  way  to  you.  By  the  time  you  get  a  coin,  it  has  been  inspected 
at  this  end  several  times — from  the  time  we  bought  it,  onward. 

Check  our  discount  book  offering  also — including  a  couple  of  new  titles, 
which  I  think  you’ll  enjoy.  And,  I  am  pleased  to  report  (again  see  the  Book  Section) 
that  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  biography  is  going  to  be  out  of  print  by  the  time  you 
read  this.  I  really  can’t  believe  all  of  the  orders  we’ve  received  for  it! 

Thank  you  for  all  of  the  business  you  have  been  sending  our  way.  We  will  do 
our  part  to  make  the  world  of  coin  collecting  as  enjoyable  as  possible  for  you  and 
to  treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated.  Happy  collecting! 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

Guide  to  the  series:  The  field  of  colonial  and 
related  early  American  coins  is  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  in  numismatics.  Most  pieces  are  from 
hand-cut  dies  and  have  fascinating  characteristics, 
especially  il  viewed  under  a  glass. 

Over  the  years  we  have  helped  build  some  of  the 
finest  cabinets  of  colonial  coins  ever  assembled.  It 
would  be  a  pleasure  to  send  colonials  on  approval 
for  your  inspection.  We  have  graded  our  selection 
carefully,  and  each  coin  is  guaranteed  to  please. 

Coins  are  attributed  or  referenced  to  various  books 
including  Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  mono¬ 
graphs  on  state  coinage  and  other  series,  including 
Ryder  and  Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers 
(“Ryder”  numbers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper 
coins  (“M”  numbers),  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  cop¬ 
per  coins  of  1787-1788,  Maris  on  New  Jersey  cop¬ 
pers  (“M”),  W.S.  Baker  and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on 
Washington  pieces  and  so  on.  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  in  the  fore  part  gives  a  nice  over¬ 
view  of  colonial  coins  and  also  a  bibliography  from 
which  you  may  choose  any  number  of  additional 
references.  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  f  Breen”  numbers)  is  highly 
recommended  for  the  advanced  numismatist. 


Historical  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Large  Planchet 


1652  Noe-1 1.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  AU-50. 
69.74  grains.  Virtually  round  planchet,  and 
quite  handsome  as  such.  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Abundant  traces  of  mint  frost  in  protected 
areas.  Small  planchet  rim  split  from  striking 
pressure,  just  past  N  of  IN.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men — actually  quite  exceptional — of  one  of  the 
most  famous,  most  storied  of  all  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  Ask  to  see  it  on  approval . 5,925 

1652  N-16.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Small  planchet.  F-15  (PCGS).  68.1 


Pave 


2 


grains.  Somewhat  conservatively  graded;  many 
would  call  it  VF-20.  Attractive  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  not  unusual 
for  the  grade . 1 ,650 

Second  and  final  major  sryle  ot  the  Pine  Tree  shilling. 
Smaller,  more  nearly  round  planchet  than  the  large  planchet 
style  and  generally  better  struck. 

1724  B-166.  Woods  Hibernia  halfpenny.  VF-35. 
Glossy  brown  surfaces.  An  exceptional  piece  at 
this  grade  level . 249 

Made  hy  British  entrepreneur  William  Wood  under  a 
franchise  from  King  George  I,  these  pieces  bear  inscriptions 
relating  to  Ireland  (Hibernia  being  the  ancient  name  for  the 
Emerald  Isle).  Conventional  wisdom  has  it  that  many  of  these 
coins  were  shipped  to  America  where  they  circulated.  The 
most  often  seen  date  is  1723;  those  dated  1724  are  at  least  a 
dozen  times  rarer. 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  Over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
A  very  handsome  specimen.  Elephant  well  de¬ 
fined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most  lettering 
clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  de¬ 
fined.  A  classic  early  rarity  of  which  only  a  few 
dozen  are  known  to  exist . 4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered 
piece  was  to  circulate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  settlements  there.  Most  examples  probably  circu¬ 
lated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Breen-1141. 
With  wreath  in  place  of  the  effaced  vlugtende 
(“fleeing”).  AU-53  (PCGS).  Copper  composi¬ 
tion  (“brass”).  A  high  grade,  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  issue  with  inscriptions  and  devices 
relating  to  the  Revolutionary  War . 1,695 

FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


Famous  1776  “Dollar” 


1776  Continental  Currency  “Dollar.” 
Newman-lC.  Breen-1089.  Pewter.  F-12 

(PCGS),  but  clearly  a  candidate  for  VF  (PCGS 
only  recently  began  encapsulating  colonial 
coins,  and  those  we  have  acquired  are  either 
right  on  the  money  or  understated  in  their 
grades,  an  auspicious  beginning  which  we  hope 
will  be  maintained).  Light  gray  surfaces.  Sharp 
legends.  Very  attractive.  Obverse  legend  spelled 
as  CURENCY.  Obverse  motif  with  sundial; 
reverse  with  links  inscribed  with  abbreviated 
names  of  the  states . 4,950 

The  obverse  sundial  is  accompanied  by  the  inscription 
“FUGIO,”  which  means  “I  fly,”  a  reference  to  the  passage  of 
time;  a  similar  motif  was  used  years  later  on  the  1787  Fugio 
copper  cent.  The  Continental  Currency  "dollar”  is  believed 
to  have  taken  the  place  of  paper  dollars  and  to  have  been  the 
first  coin  authorized  by  the  Continental  Congress,  although 
very  little  survives  today  in  the  way  of  original  documenta¬ 
tion.  Eric  P.  Newman  suggests  they  were  made  by  Elisha 
Gallaudet  of  Freehold,  New  Jersey,  by  arrangement  with  the 
government. 


1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Figure 
facing  left.  AU-55.  Rich,  lustrous  light  brown 
surfaces  with  ample  lighter  color.  One  of  the 
very  finest  Nova  Eborac  coppers  we’ve  ever  seen 

or  handled.  A  remarkable  coin . 2,495 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-6.  Bressett  4-D. 
Breen-713.  VERMONTENSIUM  legend. 
VF-25  (PCGS)  with  some  claims  to  a  higher 
grade.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  that  certainly 
has  one  of  the  smoothest  planchets  we’ve  seen 
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on  this  issue.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  few 
marks  are  consonant  with  the  grade.  Struck 
about  5%  or  so  oft  center,  with  some  area  of 
blank  planchet  at  the  top  of  the  obverse  and, 
to  a  lesser  extent,  at  the  corresponding  part  of 
the  reverse.  A  coin  that  will  please  the  most 

fastidious  buyer .  1,475 

Obverse  with  sun  peeping  over  forested  ridge,  the  so- 
called  landscape  motif — which  even  today  is  reminiscent 
of  the  terrain  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  Reverse  with  all- 
seeing  eye  at  the  center,  resplendent  rays,  and  the  inscription 
S  1  h.LLA  QUAR I A  DECIMA  (“14th  star”).  Vermont  was 
an  independent  republic  at  the  time,  but  in  due  course  (in 
1791)  indeed  became  the  14th  state  in  the  Union. 

I  he  coinage  was  effected  by  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr.,  who 
had  a  franchise  from  the  Vermont  legislature.  He  established 
a  water-powered  facility  near  Pawlet,  Vermont,  and  for  three 
years  made  coins  from  whatever  copper  he  could  obtain.  Vir¬ 
tually  without  exception,  the  early  “landscape”  Vermont  cop¬ 
pers  of  1785-1786  are  on  crudely  prepared  planchets  with 
riffs  and  fissures.  Harmon  expressed  the  Vermont  name  in 
several  Latin  forms  including  VERMONTS,  VERMONTIS, 
and  the  present  VERMONTENS1UM. 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-8.  Bressett  6-E. 
Breen-713.  Rarity-4.  Landscape  type.  Fine  to 
VF.  VERMON1  ENSIUM  spelling.  Light 
brown  surfaces.  Above  average  quality  planchet. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  type  and  vari¬ 
ety.  . 1,150 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  Rays.  Crosby 
3-C.  AU-50  (PCQS).  Old  scratch  at  date.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  planchet.  Well  struck  and  well 
defined.  An  especially  high-grade  specimen  of 

this  interesting  issue . 1,275 

The  Nova  Constellatio  coppers,  dated  1783  and  1785, 
are  believed  to  have  been  made  in  Birmingham,  England 
(then  the  world’s  center  for  private  coin  and  token  manufac¬ 
ture)  and  imported  to  New  York,  from  which  point  they  cir¬ 
culated  within  the  various  states.  Use  was  intensive,  and  to¬ 
day  most  examples  in  cabinets  show  significant  wear. 

The  Blunt  Rays  type  has  the  reverse  inscription  mis¬ 
spelled  CONSTELATIO.  The  same  die  was  used  with  a 
1785-dated  obverse.  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  from 
a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die  with  breaks  at  ER  and  cud 
break  at  rim  with  branch  extending  to  ornament  separating 
S  and  J. 

Choice  AU  1787  Mass.  Half  Cent 
Condition  Census 


1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  Rar- 
ity-3.  AU-58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown 
surfaces  showing  minute  details  of  die  charac¬ 
teristics.  A  superb  specimen,  a  prize  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,750 

The  state  of  Massachusetts  operated  its  own  mint  to 
strike  copper  coins  under  the  direction  of  Joshua  Wetherle. 
Half  cents  and  cents  dated  1787  and  1788  were  struck, 
these  being  the  first  indigenous  American  coins  to  bear 
the  word  “CENT”  as  part  of  the  inscription.  An  audit 
showed  that  it  cost  twice  face  value  to  produce  each  coin, 
and  the  facility  was  shuttered  in  early  1789.  1  he  sailing 
ships  Washington  and  Columbia  are  said  to  have  taken  a 
supply  of  these  copper  coins  on  their  voyage  to  the  Pacific 
Northwest. 


178  '  Ryder  2b-C.  Massachusetts  cent.  F-VF  ..425 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  10-L.  Period  after 
MASSACHUSEI  IS.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  a 
slightly  higher  grade,  but  lightly  porous.  Quite 
attractive  overall.  From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of 
June  1970,  Lot  589 . 455 

1786  Connecticut.  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDFon  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown 
surfaces . 330 

The  series  of  1785-1788  Connecticut  coppers  is  the  most 
extensive  issued  by  any  state  during  this  prolific  decade  of 
coinage.  Over  300  different  die  varieties  and  combinations 
are  known.  Early  issues  were  produced  in  Connecticut  by  a 
partnership  that  had  secured  a  franchise  from  the  state.  Qual¬ 
ity  drifted  downward  as  the  years  progressed  (thus  1785-dated 
Connecticut  coppers  as  a  class  are  heavier  than  those  dated 
1788).  Certain  later  issues  were  made  outside  of  the  state, 
most  notably  at  Machin’s  Mills  on  Orange  Pond  near 
Newburgh,  N.Y. 

1787  Connecticut.  M4-L.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 

Horned  Bust  (so-called  from  a  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 700 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash 
marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  Connecticut.  Ml.l-A.  Small  head.  VC- 10. 
106-6  grains . 265 

Attributed  to  Machin’s  Mills.  The  Small  Head  is  one  of 
the  more  aesthetically  pleasing  designs  in  the  series  as  the 
portrait  is  surrounded  by  a  larger  area  of  field  than  on  the 
Draped  Bust  Left  issues.  Reverse  legend  transposed  as  ETLIB 
INDE. 

1787  Connecticut.  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 

Colonial  and  early  American  coins  are  among  the  most 
enjoyable  series  to  collect.  Use  this  present  listing  to  start  your 
specialty  or  to  add  to  the  collection  you  already  have.  The 
copper  state  coins  of  1785-1788  are  particularly  rich  in  their 
diversity  and  variety,  and  most  are  relatively  inexpensive. 

1787  Connecticut.  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 395 

1787  Connecticut.  M31.1-r.4.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 
defect  on  rim . 145 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 235 

The  Draped  Bust  Left  design  features  a  male  portrait 
on  the  obverse,  loosely  copied  from  contemporary  British 
halfpennies  of  George  II,  while  the  reverse  has  a  seated  fig¬ 
ure  of  Britannia,  also  copied  from  the  British  coppers.  The 
inscriptions  relate  to  Connecticut,  however.  It  is  believed  that 
British  designs  were  copied  in  order  to  create  copper  coins 
that  would  be  familiar  to  merchants  and  citizens  and  thus 
would  be  readily  accepted  in  commerce. 

Around  the  same  time,  Vermont  went  in  a  different  di¬ 
rection  with  a  unique  “landscape”  design,  but  within  two 
years  Reuben  Harmon  changed  the  Vermont  motifs  to  copy 
the  British  style  as  well — again,  probably  in  the  hope  of  in¬ 
creasing  demand  for  the  pieces. 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z  5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-12 . 179 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  “Skeleton  Hand  variety,  so  called 
from  the  appearance  of  the  branch  arm  and 
hand  of  the  seated  figure  on  the  reverse.  VF- 
25 . 395 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.7-R.2.  F-15.  Very  faint 
porosity. . 135 


1787  Connecticut.  M33.36-  1.2.  Draped  Bust  I>cft. 
“Skeleton  Hand.  A  reappearance  of  the  same 
reverse  die  used  to  coin  M33.5-T.2.  VF-25.  Some- 
original  planchet  surface  is  still  seen  at  the  cen¬ 
ters,  due  to  incomplete  striking  up  in  these  a reas 
(not  unusual  for  the  variety')-  Very  attractive  light 
brown  surfaces;  a  superb  piece  overall . 275 

1  he  arm  and  hand  of  the  seated  figure  are  bony  (skel¬ 
etal)  in  appearance. 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  elements.  Outstanding  quality.  . 895 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium  brown. 
Attractive . 1 25 

1787  Connecticut.  M37.3-i.  Rarity-3.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 275 

1787  Connecticut.  M43.1-Y.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF- 

20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail 
for  the  grade . 1 75 

1788  Connecticut.  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

1788  Connecticut.  Ml  1-G.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 
15 . 170 

1786  New  Jersey.  Maris- 17-K.  Rarity-4.  F-12. 235 

Obverse  with  horse’s  head  and  inscription  NOVA 
C/ESARF.A  (New  Jersey),  date  below.  Reverse  with  shield 
and  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  This  general  motif  was  contin¬ 
ued  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1788. 

1787  New  jersey.  M32-T.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275 

1787  New  Jersey.  M32-T.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  of  F-15 . 195 

1  787  New  Jersey.  M34-J.  F-12.  Lightly  porous,  but 
attractive.  Struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper.  150 

Parts  of  the  AUCTORI  CONN  EC  legend  may  he  seen 
among  the  letters  of  NOVA  GT.SAREA. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M46-e.  Small  planchet.  Plain 
Shield.  F-12  (PCGS);  conservatively  graded,  in 
our  opinion;  we  have  no  problem  calling  it  VF- 
20 . 295 

Late  state  of  obverse  die  with  bulge  above  date. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  VF-30.  Quality-wise  this 
is  a  real  beauty,  what  with  its  smooth  surfaces 
and  glossy  brown  planchet;  in  fact,  probably  not 
one  in  1 0  specimens  of  Maris  48-gat  this  grade 
level  will  match  it . 450 

Late  state  of  reverse  die  with  massive  diagonal  break  from 
upper  left  to  lower  right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  F-l  5  (PCCS)  or  a  bit  bet¬ 
ter,  with  some  serious  claims  to  VF-20 . 265 

Late  state  of  reverse  die  with  massive  diagonal  break  from 
upper  left  to  lower  right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  VC-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 
shield .  129 


Ask  To  See  It. . . 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent  to 
you  for  approval  inspection.  In  that  way  you 
can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the  piece. 
These  early  coins  are  very  attractive  and  inter¬ 
esting,  and  often  in-person  inspection  is  more 
revealing  than  are  short  descriptions  in  the 
present  listing. 
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1787  New  Jersey.  M64-t.  Small  planchet.  VF-20 
(PCGS).  Somewhat  irregular  planchet  surfaces, 
especially  on  the  reverse,  where  certain  of  the 
original  planchet  characteristics  are  visible  on  the 

shield . 375 

178"7  Auctori  Plebis  token.  EF-40.  Obverse  design 
similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left 
coppers . 825 

Struck  in  England  in  the  1780s  or  early  1790s  and  in¬ 
tended  lor  use  there.  However,  the  obverse  is  a  copy  of  the 
Connecticut  copper,  and  thus  the  issue  has  been  adopted  by 
American  collectors. 

1789  Breen- 1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1,150 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1 807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later.  An  1 842  New  York  City  directory  in  our  reference 
library  lists  Mott  in  two  places — as  jewelry  retailers  and  as 
jewelry  manufacturers. 

1789  B-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

166.64  grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive 

piece .  1,150 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-65.  Choice 
dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially 
nice  specimen . 1,095 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  was  a  short-lived  partnership  of 
merchants  in  the  southern  part  of  Manhattan,  engaged  in 
the  import  trade.  These  well-made  tokens,  denominated  as 
cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham,  England  and  were  in¬ 
tended  for  wide  distribution  in  America.  As  it  turned  out, 
many  thousands  of  them  were  taken  in  by  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to  make  half  cents 
at  a  time  when  copper  supplies  were  scarce. 

Such  T.A.  &  L.  coppers  were  made  with  dates  of  1794 
and  1795,  in  two  major  design  types.  The  1794  has  the  edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  AT  THE  STORE  OF,  and  the  denomi¬ 
nation  ONE  CENT  appears  as  part  of  the  reverse  design. 
On  the  1795  issues  the  denomination  appears  only  as  part  of 
the  edge  lettering:  WE  PROMISE  TO  PAY  THE  BEARER 
ONE  CENT. 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  VF-30 . 149 

1783  Washington  token.  Breen-1202.  Small  Mili¬ 
tary  Bust.  Plain  edge.  VF-35.  Bold  strike.  Glossy 
planchet.  A  beautiful  specimen.  Somewhat 
scarce  in  all  grades . 350 

Reverse  with  pair  of  initials,  TW1  (Thomas  W.  Ingram) 
at  left  for  the  engraver,  E.S.  (Edward  Savage)  for  the  designer 
at  the  right.  When  Mint  Director  Donna  Pope  was  planning 
the  1982  Olympic  $10  gold  commemoratives  and  consid¬ 
ered  the  idea  of  placing  two  sets  of  initials  on  them,  she  con¬ 
tacted  our  office  for  examples  of  numismatic  precedents,  and 
among  other  information  we  sent  along  data  about  this  Wash¬ 
ington  token. 

1795  Breen- 1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS- 
60.  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown 
with  some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 595 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St.  Obverse  with  portrait  ofWashington 
and  eulogistic  inscription;  reverse  with  coal-burning  fireplace 
and  grate,  with  inscriptions  pertaining  to  Clark  &C  Harris. 

Half  Tents 

Guide  to  the  series:  Half  cents,  minted  inter¬ 
mittently  from  1 793  to  I  857,  comprise  types  simi¬ 
lar  in  most  instances  (1793  is  an  exception)  to 
contemporary  large  cents,  but  off-register  in  the 
dating  sequence.  Apparently,  half  cents  circulated 


irregularly,  and  quantities  accumulated  at  the 
Mint  and  elsewhere,  accounting  for  lapses  in  cir¬ 
culating  coinage.  Several  dates  ( 1 836,  1 840- 1 848, 
and  1852)  were  struck  only  in  Proof  format  and 
for  numismatists  who  desired  such  pieces  to  main¬ 
tain  yearly  sequences;  such  coins  are  prime  rari¬ 
ties  today. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  “B”  and  “C” 
numbers  from  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

As  a  class,  half  cents  were  issued  in  much  smaller 
quantities  than  were  contemporary  one-cent  pieces, 
and  today  they  are  much  scarcer,  although  market 
values  do  not  necessarily  reflect  this. 

1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  AG-3.  Legible  date  and 
word  LIBERTY.  Portrait  is  distinctive,  and 
much  reverse  detail  is  seen.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Light  brown  planchet.  A  very  nice  coin  despite 
the  technical  grade  of  AG-3.  Your  complete  sat¬ 
isfaction  is  guaranteed.  An  excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  to  fill  in  that  empty  space  in  your  collec¬ 
tion;  this  is  the  rarest  of  the  half  cent  design 
types . 1,195 

Obverse  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  cap  on  pole  be¬ 
hind  her  head;  a  copy  of  the  contemporary  Liberty  Cap  large 
cent,  but  with  the  portrait  facing  in  a  different  direction. 

Remarkable  1793  Half  Cent 
Lustrous  AU 


1793  B-3,  C-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A 

superbly  struck  specimen  with  exceptional  de¬ 
tail  in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands  of  Miss 
Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words  HALF 
CENT  on  the  reverse.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  and  discriminating  specialist.  Quality  with 
a  capital  Q!  Not  one  in  10  1793  half  cents  at 
this  grade  level  is  this  nice! . 22,750 

Most  1793  half  cents  in  collections  today  are  in  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  grade  levels.  Even  a  quality  Extremely  Fine  speci¬ 
men  would  be  unusual.  More  often  than  not,  a  typical  1793 
half  cent  is  very  weak  at  the  reverse  center,  with  HALF  CENT 
being  indistinct  in  portions.  Numerical grade  is  often  one  thing 
and  quality  another.  The  present  coin  “has  it  all”  and  is  truly 
remarkable  for  its  quality. 

1794  B-6b,  C-4a.  VF-20.  Bold  definition  of  de¬ 

tails  as  typical  for  this  date.  Very  faint  porosity. 
Scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,395 

The  1794  half  cent  features  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty 
facing  right,  cap  on  pole  behind  her  head,  but  differently 
proportioned  than  the  same  motif  used  later  (1795-1797)  in 
the  series.  On  the  1 794  the  head  is  much  larger  and  in  higher 
relief.  In  actuality,  the  1794  should  be  considered  as  a  sepa¬ 
rate  design  type. 

1795  B-2a,  C-2a.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  edge,  Punctu¬ 

ated  date.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  A  very  handsome 
specimen  that  could  pass  muster  at  the  VF  level; 
would  that  all  “F- 1 5”  pieces  were  this  nice!  Light 
brown  fields.  You’ll  like  it!  . 895 

Small  head  of  Miss  Liberty  facing  right,  cap  on  pole  be¬ 


hind  her  head.  The  date  is  punctuated  as  1 ,795  as  the  result 
of  a  die  flaw.  Edge  lettered  TWO  HUNDRED  FOR  A 
DOLLAR,  the  early  thick-planchet  type  of  the  year. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

The  “spike”  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  en¬ 
graving  tool. 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light 

brown  and  olive  surfaces . 895 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces. 

A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  usu¬ 
ally  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades,  Good 
to  Fine  being  typical.  Rare  so  nice!  Die  State 
III .  519 

1 809  B-4,  C-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 385 

First  year  of  the  so-called  Classic  Head  type  by  John 
Reich.  This  motif  appeared  on  the  half  cent  a  year  later  than 
its  first  use  on  the  cent. 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  date.  AU-55  (NGC).  Some 
traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1811  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  far 
above  average  specimen  of  this  rare  date.  Smooth 
medium  brown  surfaces.  Another  find  lor  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,495 

Half  cents  of  181 1  were  made  in  small  numbers,  appar¬ 
ently  around  60,000  or  so,  although  precise  figures  are  not 
known.  After  this  time  the  production  of  the  denomination 
was  halted  and  was  not  resumed  until  1825. 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Very  attractive 
quality.  . 265 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Highly  lus¬ 

trous.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  at  this  grade 
level . 375 

If  carefully  chosen — as  we  do  when  buying  for  our  in¬ 
ventory — an  early  copper  coin  with  lustrous  brown  surfaces 
can  be  just  as  desirable  or  even  more  so  than  pieces  with 
mint  color. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

A  half  cent  such  as  this  is  evidence  that  in  today’s  mar¬ 
ket  your  budget  can  go  a  long  way  when  buying  coins  of  this 
denomination.  Most  business  strike  (non-Proof)  dates  in  the 
Classic  Head  and  Braided  Hair  series  1825-1857  are  avail¬ 
able  in  high  grades  such  as  VF,  EF,  AU,  and  Mint  State  for 
very  reasonable  prices. 

1 835  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  the  very 
finest  seen.  A  nice  mixture  of  fiery  mint  red  with 
lustrous  brown.  An  excellent  candidate  for  a  type 
set  or  specialized  collection . 1 ,495 

Bright  Red  Gem  1835 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
mint  color.  A  remarkable  quality  coin  that 
will  surely  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 
tion.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very  rarely  en- 
coun  tered . 2,395 

Add  our  great  books 
TO  YOUR  library! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 
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Gem  Proof  1841  Rarity 
Original,  Large  Berries 


1841  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN. 
Original.  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of 
this  famous  issue,  a  coin  combining  superb 
quality  with  classic  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are 
light  brown  with  ample  original  mint  red  and 
iridescent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of 
the  very  finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few 

dozen  known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 


Classic  1841  Original 


1841  Original.  B-l.  Rarity-6.  EF-45.  80.2  grains. 
A  splendid  coin  with  attractively  toned  surfaces. 
Very  sharp  detail.  A  find  for  the  numismatist 
seeking  a  beautiful  but  relatively  inexpensive 
example  of  this  Proof-only  date.  You’ll  like  this 

one!  . 2,850 

Enjoyment!  What  an  enjoyable  coin  this  1 84 1  half  cent 
is — a  coin  of  legendary  rarity,  a  variety  that  even  a  century 
ago  was  highly  admired  and  prized.  You’ll  really  enjoy  hav¬ 
ing  this  as  a  part  of  your  collection,  contemplating  its  rarity 
and  history.  While  $2,850  is  not  exactly  pocket  change,  still 
in  numismatics  it  has  to  be  a  bargain.  Where  else  can  you 
find  a  sharply  struck,  beautiful  specimen  of  a  rare  date  of 
which  fewer  than  30  pieces  exist,  for  such  a  low  price? 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  at¬ 

tractive  example  of  one  of  the  scarcer  1 849- 1 857 
Braided  Hair  business  strike  issues,  especially 
at  high  levels.  Somewhat  scarce  and  unappreci¬ 
ated  in  this  grade . 1,995 

1851  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-63  BN.  Mint  State  half  cents 

of  this  decade  are  true  bargains  on  today’s  mar¬ 
ket,  in  our  opinion . 375 

Use  this  lovely  1851  as  a  launching  pad  for  a  complete 
set  of  Braided  Hair  half  cents  of  the  business  strike  dates. 
When  finished,  you  will  have  one  each  of  these  dates:  1 849 
Large  Date,  1850,  1851,  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856,  and 
1857. 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 179 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Full  glossy 

brown . 1,195 

1 853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB.  Nearly  full  red!  A  truly 
remarkable  gem  recently  bought  by  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  as  part  of  a  small  group  of  quality  copper 
coins.  A  prize,  a  “find,"  for  the  specialist  and 

connoisseur! .  . 1,495 


Of  all  business  strike  issues  of  the  Braided  Hair  type, 
the  1853  is  remarkable  for  not  being  kmnd  with  significant 
original  mint  red.  Virtually  all  Mint  State  coins  at  all  levels 
are  brown  or,  at  best,  have  just  a  tinge  of  mint  color.  We  have 
never  seen  or  owned  the  equivalent  to  the  present  coin. 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 975 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand- 

ing  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer . 1 ,750 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous,  bril¬ 
liant  red  specimen.  Not  easy  to  find  with  this 

aesthetic  quality. . 1,150 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 179 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 155 

We  have  always  considered  the  1856  half  cent  to  be  some¬ 
what  undervalued.  In  the  1950s  we  set  about  hoarding  Mint 
State  half  cents  of  this  decade,  until  the  novelty  faded  and  we 
put  the  several  dozen  coins  in  stock.  Along  the  way  we  ac¬ 
quired  fewer  1856  half  cents  than  of  any  other  date  1851- 
1857. 


Gorgeous  Gem  1857 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid, 
marvelous  gem!  Nearly  full  original  mint  red, 
and  with  more  red  than  some  coins  called  “MS- 
65  RD”  have!  Certainly  this  is  in  the  top  1%  of 
surviving  1857  half  cents  quality-wise.  .2,750 

Reported  mintage:  35,180,  but  most  of  these  went  to 
the  melting  pot  early  in  1857,  according  to  Mint  Director 
James  Ross  Snowden.  Snowden,  who  became  director  of  the 
Mint  in  1853,  was  the  most  numismatically  inclined  person 
to  hold  that  position  up  to  that  time  and  was  largely  respon¬ 
sible  for  setting  up  the  Washington  Cabinet  as  part  of  che 
Mint  Collection;  this  was  inaugurated  on  Washingtons  birth¬ 
day,  February  22,  1860. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 
brown.  Scarce  so  fine  (in  fact,  scarce  in  any 
grade).  We  always  buy  1856  and  1857 half  cents 
whenever  we  can  find  high  quality  coins  for 


reasonable  prices . 445 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 375 


Large  Cents 

Guide  to  the  series:  Writing  in  1949  in  Early 
American  Cents,  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  stated  that 
experienced  numismatists,  after  they  had  collect¬ 
ing  many  coins  in  many  metals  in  many  diverse 
series,  would  return  to  the  specialty  of  old  copper 
cents,  for  such  pieces  offered  a  real  challenge  to 
collect.  Moreover,  no  two  were  the  same  the  doc¬ 
tor  stated,  and  an  array  of  early  large  cents  was  apt 
to  have  as  much  color  variety  as  a  pile  of  autumn 
leaves. 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  enjoy  large 
cents  and  for  many  years  have  made  a  specialty  of 
them,  along  the  way  handling  some  of  the  finest 
specimens  and  cabinets  in  existence.  At  the  present 
time,  Mark  Borckardt,  our  senior  numismatist,  is 


busily  at  work  editing  and  updating  the  manuscript 
on  1 793- 1814  cents  begun  by  the  late  Walter  Breen. 

If  you  like  large  cents,  we  invite  you  to  review  the 
following  selection.  All  coins  are  guaranteed  to 
please  and  are  offered  with  our  famous  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction.  Once  you  see  the  QUA! 

1 J  Y  we  offer,  chances  are  excellent  that  we  II  be  a 
focal  point  or  perhaps  even  the  headquarters  for 
your  purchases  from  that  time  onward. 

Large  copper  cents,  minted  from  1 793- 1 857  (with 
the  solitary  exception  of  the  year  1 8 1 5),  are  classi¬ 
fied  by  Sheldon  numbers  (“S”  numbers)  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  beginning  of  the  text  of  Penny  Whimsy 
(covering  the  years  1793-1814)  and  in  Howard 
Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 
(“N  numbers).  In  addition  to  these  references, 
several  other  fine  texts  exist.  In  addition,  the  Early 
American  Coppers  club  welcomes  interested  people 
to  its  membership.  Its  journal,  Penny-Wise,  is  ed¬ 
ited  by  Dr.  Harry  Salyards,  one  of  the  most  erudite 
scholars  and  numismatists  in  our  hobby  today — a 
gentleman  who  knows  his  coins  from  A  to  Z,  but 
who  also  has  the  good  sense  to  let  others  express 
their  opinions. 

If  you  are  interested  in  large  cents  on  a  more  ca¬ 
sual  basis,  the  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins  is  a  good 
place  to  look  for  a  basic  listing  of  dates  and  major 
varieties.  In  fact,  even  advanced  specialists  will  en¬ 
joy  seeing  all  of  the  nice  photographs  (many  sup¬ 
plied  by  our  firm,  by  the  way)  and  contemplating 
mintage  figures,  prices,  and  opportunities.  Key 
dates  in  the  large  cent  series  include  1793,  1799, 
and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval 
any  of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

High-Grade  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 
the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  the 
EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 9,850 

The  successor  to  the  famous  1793  Chain  cent,  the 
Wreath  cent  made  its  debut  in  the  summer  of  1793  and  went 
on  to  be  the  quintessential  design  of  the  year,  and  signifi¬ 
cantly  more  were  made  of  it  than  of  the  Chain  or  later  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  styles. 

The  design  is  said  to  have  been  the  idea  of  David 
Rittcnhouse,  director  of  the  Mint,  and  was  translated  into 
metallic  form  by  Adam  F.ckfeldt  and  the  Mint  stall.  Miss 
Liberty  is  depicted  with  an  exceptionally  luxuriant  head  ot 
hair,  with  the  word  LIBERTY  above  and  the  date  1793  be¬ 
low.  Above  the  date  is  a  little  three-leaved  sprig.  The  reverse 
depicts  an  exceptionally  ornate  wreath  with  sprays  ol  berries 
unlike  those  used  on  cents  of  later  years,  the  words  ONE 
CENT  within,  and  UNITED  S  I  All  S  OF  AMI  RK  A  sur- 
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rounding.  1  he  edge  illustrates  a  combination  at  a  vine  with 
vertical  bars.  Walter  Breen  estimates  the  mintage  as  63,353. 
representing  all  die  combinations  of  the  1793  cent,  this  be¬ 
ing  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  use  of  the  dies  fits 
neatly  into  coin  deliveries  at  specific  calendar  dates;  reality 
may  have  been  different.  Nevertheless,  the  mintage  of  the 
1 793  Wreath  cents  is  surely  but  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  quan¬ 
tity  recorded  tor  the  Liberty  Cap  cents  ot  the  following  year, 
1794. 

Over  the  years  the  possession  ot  a  beautiful  1 793  Wreath 
cent  has  been  a  mark  ot  distinction  tor  any  numismatist.  Ot 
the  entire  universe  of  extant  1793  cents  of  this  general  de¬ 
sign,  perhaps  several  thousand  in  all,  most  are  in  lower  grades 
from  About  Good  through  VG,  after  which  will  be  found 
some  Fines,  an  occasional  VF,  an  even  more  occasional  EF 
(as  here  offered),  and,  rarely,  an  example  even  higher. 

The  writer  (QDB)  recalls  spending  an  evening  in  1958 
as  the  house  guest  ot  Prof.  Charles  Ruby,  well-known  South¬ 
ern  California  numismatist.  Ruby  was  particularly  enamored 
with  1793  large  cents  and  brought  out  several  dozen  ex¬ 
amples — nearly  all  in  well-worn  grades — which  he,  Kenneth 
W.  Rendell  (who  was  along  tor  the  trip),  and  I  enjoyed  ex¬ 
amining  one  by  one.  Years  later,  many  if  not  most  of  these 
were  auctioned  by  Superior  Galleries. 

There  is  something  very  special  about  a  1793  cent  in 
any  grade.  A  piece  such  as  the  beautiful  EF-40  Sheldon-8 
offered  here  is  very  special,  and  when  it  is  sold  we  will  cher¬ 
ish  the  idea  of  having  it  back  someday  (nice  coins  have  a  way 
of  returning  to  us  when  collections  are  sold  or  auctioned). 


Memorable  1794  S-17a  Rarity 
Head  of  1793 


1794  S-17a.  Rarity-3.  Head  of  1793.  VG-8.  Wide 
date,  numerals  generously  spaced  and  somewhat 
irregularly  aligned,  notably  the  last  digit.  Denticu¬ 
lated  border  (unlike  the  discrete  beads  used  on 
the  same  Liberty  Cap  style  in  1793).  Reverse  with 
engraving  error:  the  N  of  CENT  was  first  punched 
upside  down,  then  corrected,  with  the  undertype 
still  sharply  visible.  Golden  brown  surfaces  with 
some  pitting  and  oxidation  spots,  not  unusual  for 
the  issue.  Very  attractive  overall  and,  of  course, 
subject  to  your  satisfaction.  As  a  class,  1794  Head 
of ’93  cents  are  very  elusive . 3,595 

Head  of  1793.  with  facial  features  resembling  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Cap  cents  made  toward  the  end  of  the  1 793  year,  possi¬ 
bly  beginning  in  September.  Without  qualification,  Walter 
Breen  ( Encyclopedia,  p.  1 82)  states  that  this  particular  die  vari¬ 
ety  was  coined  January  10-13,  1794.  It  is  estimated  that  only 
between  60  and  75  examples  of  the  S-17a  exist  in  all  grades. 

The  design  is  believed  to  be  the  work  of  Joseph  Wright 
and  is  loosely  patterned  after  the  famous  Libertas  Americana 
medal  by  Dupre,  the  cent  having  the  relief  shallower  and  the 
goddess  facing  in  the  opposite  direction. 

Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


Mint  State  Amiable  Face  1794  S-30 
An  Extraordinary  Specimen 


1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 
variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 
extraordinary  specimen  of  an  early  American 
classic,  a  gorgeous  example  of  one  of  the  most 
aesthetically  pleasing  dies  of  the  year . 7,950 

In  1 869  and  1 870  Edward  Maris,  a  Quaker  and  a  medi¬ 
cal  doctor,  published  Varieties  of  the  Copper  Issues  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Year  1794.  Drawing  upon  his  knowledge  of  medi¬ 
cine,  physiognomy,  and  classics,  he  assigned  names  to  many 
of  the  cent  varieties  of  1794,  nomenclature  which  is  still  used 
by  some  cataloguers  today. 

What  sentimental  large  cent  collector  can  resist  having 
an  amiable  Miss  Liberty  in  his  or  her  cabinet?  This  is  an 
exceptional  piece. 

1795  S-78.  Plain  edge.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  brown 
fields.  Nicely  defined  motifs  and  lettering.  A  fat- 
above  average  example  at  this  grade  level.  ..  695 


Splendid  1798  S-184  Cent 
Challenges  Mint  State 


1798  S-184.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  close 
to  full  Mint  State  and  a  challenge  to  it.  Glossy 
and  thoroughly  pleasing  light  brown  surfaces. 
A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set,  although  the  variety 
collector  will  find  a  second  glance  to  be  amply 
repaid . 2,950 

Low  9  in  date,  this  digit  nearly  grazing  the  denticles. 
“Faint  spray  of  flowers”  die  defect  at  upper  left  of  7  as  is 
characteristic,  although  Sheldon’s  allegory  is  a  bit  fanciful. 
Reverse  with  die  cut  at  right  ribbon  extending  to  final  A  in 
AMERICA,  as  characteristic. 

Gorgeous  1800/79  Overdate 


1800/79  S- 1 96.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lustrous  brown  mint 


frost,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  strike 
with  excellent  definition  of  details.  Final  0  in 
date  higher  than  on  the  other  overdates  of  this 
year;  thus,  definitive . 4,750 

Fhe  Mint  prepared  dies  in  advance.  In  1 800,  a  die  dated 
1 79  was  on  hand,  intended  for  punching  a  final  digit  such  as 
a  9  to  create  a  1 799  cent.  However,  the  year  1 799  came  and 
went,  and  this  die  wasn’t  used.  Rather  than  waste  it,  the  Mint 
overpunched  the  second  and  third  digits  with  the  numbers 
80  and  added  a  final  0,  creating  the  1800/179  cent  (more 
properly,  an  1800  cent  with  80  in  date  over  79). 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T 

cut  over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 
Advanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in 
STATES.  A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the 
obverse  rim  at  12:00 . « . 695 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which 
one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1802  year  is  also 
one  of  the  most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word 
LIBERY,  then  realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

1803  S-258.  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  EF-45. 

An  exceptional  coin  with  rich  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 795 

1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  spl  endid  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only 
die  variety  of  this  year.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  handsome  addition  to  an  advanced 


cabinet .  1,750 

1817  Newcomb- 1 1.13  Stars.  EF-45 . 265 


1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value  AU-50,  as 
it  is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck  than  usual 
around  the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  The  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would 
challenge  the  MS-60  level . 995 

The  anomalous  star  count  is  unexplained  and  is  particu¬ 
larly  unusual  in  that  it  is  off  by  a  factor  of  two  stars  (as  com¬ 
pared,  for  example,  to  the  departure  from  the  norm  by  just 
one  star  on  such  error  dies  as  the  1828  1 2-stars  half  cent  and 
1832  12-stars  half  eagle).  The  engraver  really  must  have  been 
daydreaming!  Moreover,  all  authentic  specimens  of  1817  N- 
16  are  rather  crudely  struck  inasmuch  as  the  face  of  the  die 
was  not  parallel  to  its  reverse,  thus  making  it  bold  at  the 
bottom  rim  and  light  at  the  top. 

The  workmanship  of  this  obverse  die  is  in  a  class  by 
itself  and  must  have  been  from  the  hand  of  a  newcomer  at 
the  Mint.  The  reverse  is  normal,  however,  and  is  probably  by 
someone  else. 

1 8 1 7  N-16.  1  5  Stars.  EF-45.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  curious  and  popular  variety. . 695 

181 7  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  in 
all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious  variety  of 


Likes  Large  Cents  and  Gold 

This  note  is  from  D.M.  of  New  York: 

“Dear  Gail: 

“I  am  most  pleased  with  the  1886-S 
Liberty  Head  $5  gold  coin  I  recently  pur¬ 
chased.  I’d  like  to  continue  my  efforts  to 
complete  the  type  set. 

“Please  do  me  a  favor  and  send  along  a 
listing,  or  perhaps  you  can  make  a  printout 
of  your  stock  of  large  cents  and  of  gold 
coins  for  sale.  I  will  pick  out  the  ones  that 
I  want  and  will  have  you  send  them  on 
approval.  I  am  looking  forward  to  my 
future  purchases.” 
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its  era,  and  every  collection  should  have  one. 
Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  usu¬ 
ally  buy  every  one  we  are  offered  in  EF  or  bet¬ 
ter  grade,  assuming  that  the  quality  is  there  and 

the  price  is  reasonable . 575 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  important  date. ..  1,495 
Among  later  date  large  cents  1816-1857,  the  1821  is 
second  only  to  the  1 823  in  terms  of  elusivity  in  higher  grades. 
The  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades 
from  Ciood  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples  are  rare. 

Memorable  1821  Cent 
Gorgeous  AU-50 


1821  N-2.  AU-50  or  finer.  Very  sharp  and  with 
rich,  glossy  light  brown  and  iridescent  surfaces. 
A  few  trivial  marks  are  seen,  not  unusual  for 
the  grade.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  1821  N-2 
cents  we  have  ever  had  in  our  stock.  The  vari¬ 
ety  specialist  as  ^vell  as  the  date  collector  will 
want  to  consider  this  opportunity  carefully.  It 
is  a  gorgeous  coin,  and  we  are  sure  you  will  be 

as  excited  about  it  as  we  are!  . 2,950 

1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 
minor  marks.  A  sharp  and  attractive  example 

of  this  watershed  year . 995 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  the  year  1 826  are  nearly  al¬ 
ways  seen  in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in 
200  specimens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

Cent  story  (true):  The  late  Oscar  G.  Schilke,  who  lived 
in  Connecticut  and  was  prominent  on  the  numismatic  scene 
for  many  years  beginning  in  the  early  1930s,  would  often 
gain  coins  for  his  collection  by  setting  up  exhibits  in  banks. 
These  displays  served  to  attract  customers  to  the  financial 
institutions,  and  for  Oscar  it  mean  getting  leads  which  often 
resulted  in  his  acquiring  choice  pieces  for  his  collection. 

On  one  particular  day  a  gentleman  told  him  that  in  the 
course  of  doing  some  work  in  the  Boston  harbor  area,  he 
came  across  what  was  left  of  an  old  building  which  was  once 
the  office  of  a  customs  agent  or  toll-taker  of  some  kind — the 
informant  wasn’t  sure.  In  any  event,  cemented  into  the  floor 
of  the  structure  was  a  little  vault  or  strongbox  which,  through 
an  opening,  appeared  to  contain  a  bunch  of  old  coins. 

Oscar  went  to  Boston  with  the  gentleman  in  question, 
and  after  some  effort  pried  the  top  off  of  the  box,  to  reveal 
an  early-day  version  of  a  piggy  bank.  All  in  a  heap  were  doz¬ 
ens  of  large  cents  dated  1 826,  and  no  others.  Grades  ranged 
from  worn  nearly  smooth  on  up  to  lustrous.  Apparently,  some 
long-forgotten  person  once  took  a  fancy  to  this  particular 
date  and  each  time  an  1 826  cent  was  found  in  the  course  ol 
commerce  it  was  dropped  through  a  slot  in  the  floor  into 
this  tiny  chamber.  As  large  cents  did  not  circulate  much  af¬ 
ter  1857  and  not  at  all  after  the  summer  of  1862,  presum¬ 
ably  this  cache  was  formed  in  the  1  840s  or  1 850s,  after  which 
it  was  untouched  for  the  best  part  of  a  century. 

Perhaps  the  original  depositor  passed  away  and  never 
told  anyone  about  the  cents,  or  perhaps  he  realized  that  their 
value  was  insufficient  to  warrant  tearing  up  the  floor. 

For  several  years  afterward,  Oscar  Schilke  had  a  good  trad¬ 
ing  stock  of  cents  of  this  date!  (Recollection  of  the  late  Oscar 
G.  Schilke  to  QDB.) 


1  827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  arc  very  hard  to 
find  at  the  AU  level.  I  his  piece  is  very  bluntly 

struck .  795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light 
tan  surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,250 

N-l  1  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity 
at  this  level. 

Market  comment:  Assembling  a  collection  of  large  cents 
dated  1821-1829  in  AU  or  better  grade  is  a  real  challenge, 
and  in  MS-63  it  may  well  take  a  number  of  years!  The  prices 
of  1 821-1829  cents  are  incredibly  low  when  compared  to  those 
of  the  decade  of  the  1 830s,  the  latter  dates  being  several  times 
more  often  encountered,  but  the  pricing  structure  does  not 
reflect  this.  As  an  example,  over  the  years  for  every  1 00  Mint 
State  cents  we  have  handled  dated  1837,  we  have  had  just 
two  or  three  dated  1 827. 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 695 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8”  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1835  N-7.  Head  of  1836.  AU-58.  Rich  glossy 

brown.  A  beauty!  . 375 

1837  N-3.  Plain  Hair  Cord.  EF-45.  Medium 

brown.  A  lovely  cent . 1 1 0 

1837  N-l 2.  Beaded  Hair  Cord.  EF-45.  Pleasing 

light  brown  fields . 110 


1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous 
golden  brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable 
so  fine . 2, 1  50 

The  cents  of  1839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  sev¬ 
eral  different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example 
(1839/6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years 
earlier.  Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a 
collection”  would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of 
this  year.  The  origin  of  such  names  as  Silly  Head  and  Booby 
Head  is  unknown,  but  they  were  in  use  by  the  late  1850s  in 
the  cradle  years  of  American  numismatics. 


1847  N-l  0.VF-35 . 99 

1847  N-l  1.  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Outstanding  quality.  . 595 

1847  N-28.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-3.VF-35 . 62 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 67 

1848  N-22.  EF-45 . 125 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 185 


1 848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 . 1 05 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 75 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 

1 848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 58 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 35 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 49 

1 848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 84 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 60 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 130 


The  present  offering  of  1848  varieties  is  from  a  collec¬ 
tion  purchased  recently  by  Mark  Borckardt.  If  you  enjoy 
numismatic  adventures  through  a  looking  glass,  it  will  repay 
you  in  pleasure  if  you  order  several  or  more  1 848  cents  from 
this  listing.  If  you  buy  five  or  more  different,  take  a  10% 
discount  (please  remind  Gail  Watson  of  this  when  you  place 
your  order).  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 


1 848  N-34.  Rarity-5+.  F- 1 2 . 76 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 95 

1 848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 235 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 65 

1848  N-4 1.  AU-50 . 235 

1848  N-4 1.  VF-30 . 58 

1848  N-42.  Rarity-6.  G-5 . 58 

1849  N-2.  AU-58. . 425 


Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-8.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  BN.  895 

The  doubling  is  especially  pronounced  at  UNITED 
STATES.  1  he  crossbar  of  the  A  is  shown  twice,  for  example, 
one  crossbar  above  the  other. 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 

1850  N-21.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  tan  with 

ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  excellent  and 
the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for  the  date, 
type,  or  variety  collector.  . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  FA  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 119 

1851  EF-40  N-8 . 69 

1851  VF-35 . 42 

1851  N-9.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-l  2.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-13.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 895 

The  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col¬ 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1839- 
1857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  but  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high  quality 


run  of  them. 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49 

1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69 

1853  N-l 2.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-15.  AU-55 . 159 


’age 
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OOPS!  "Two  hold-up  men  walked  into  Z’s  Sports  Tap 
in  Chicago  and  used  a  knife  to  demand  money  of  the  bar¬ 
tender.  Unfortunately,  the  bar  was  hosting  a  retirement  party 
for  an  ex-policeman,  with  more  than  100  officers  attending. 
The  two  men  were  quickly  apprehended.”  (Western  Journal¬ 
ism  Center  as  quoted  by  the  Manchester  Union  Leader) 

It  •  * 

PAUL  HARVEY  said  it:  ""Yesterday  is  history,  tomorrow 
is  a  mystery,  today  is  a  gift — that’s  why  we  call  it  the  present.” 

it  It  It 

LOTS  OF  SUSIES:  '"In  the  past  10  years  Littleton  Coin 
Company  has  sold  more  than  six  million  1879-1981  An¬ 
thony  dollars,  usually  in  colorfully 
packaged  sets  of  three  to  six 
coins.  ”  (Numismatic  News) 

It  It  It 

FOLLOW  UP:  A  certain 
newspaper  published  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains  expressed  an  interest 
in  reprinting  (with  credit)  certain 
items  from  our  “This  and  That” 
column,  but  the  last  time  we 
checked,  they  hadn’t  gotten 
around  to  doing  it  yet.  When  they 
do,  we  ll  print  a  mention  of  it 
here,  so  any  of  our  readers  in  that 
area  can  be  on  the  lookout. 

it  it  it 

A  CATALOGUE  of  a  fine-arts 
auction  house  featured  some  nice 
coins.  Lacking  any  other  handy 
name  possibilities,  the  sale  was  named  after  the  clowned  by 
their  numismatic  consultant.  We  noticed  this  and  contacted 
the  writer,  a  fine  friend,  who  confirmed  the  name  origin  and 
said  that  it  had  escaped  everyone  else’s  notice. 

Ill 

BUT,  HAVEN’T  MAGICIANS  been  doing  this  for  cen¬ 
turies?:  "An  IBM  scientist  and  his  colleagues  have  discovered 
a  way  to  make  an  object  disintegrate  in  one  place  and  reappear 
intact  in  another.”  (IBM  advertisement  in  Scientific  American) 

111 

MORE  GOVERNMENT  WASTE:  A  recent  issue  by 
Burnett  R.  Anderson  in  Numismatic  News  stated  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Accounting  Office  is  getting  into  the  act  and  is  going  to 


study  (at  taxpayers’  expense — that  means  you  and 
I  are  paying  for  it)  “whether  the  U.S.  cent  should 
be  abolished.”  However,  considering  that  Lincoln 
cents  have  been  made  in  record  numbers  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  they  are  necessary  for  commerce  to  pay 
sales  taxes  and  odd  amounts,  and  they  seem  to  be 
the  most  popular  coin  ever  made,  this  seems  to 
your  editor  to  be  another  gross  waste  of  govern¬ 
ment  money  and  effort. 

Ill 

INDUSTRIAL  NEWS:  Your  editor  has  al¬ 
ways  taken  exception  to  those  who  consider 
numismatics  and  rare  coins  to  be  an  industry. 
1  o  us  it  is  a  hobby,  pleasant  pursuit,  romp  with 
history,  and  many  other  things,  but  an  indus¬ 
try  it  is  not.  However,  we  are  in  the  minority. 
Now  in  a  recent  advertisement  for  the  Florida 
Heart  Institute  in  American  Way  magazine  we  note  that,  ap¬ 
parently,  heart  surgery  is  an  industry  too  (we  had  thought  it 
was  a  learned  profession),  for  its  experienced  surgical  teams, 
“according  to  industry  data,  have  higher  success  rates  in  open- 
heart  surgery.” 

Ill 

GOOD  PHILOSOPHY:  Here  in  Wolfeboro  the  Commu¬ 
nity  Bank  &C  Trust  Company,  founded  six  years  ago,  has  grown 
by  leaps  and  bounds,  later  opened  a  branch  in  Exeter  (home  of 
the  famous  Phillips- Exeter  Academy),  and  now  is  opening  a 
branch  in  Plaistow,  NH.  The  reason  for  their  success  and  great 
prosperity  can  be  linked  to  their  philosophy:  “Banking  as  it  used 

to  be”  personal  service.  Their  cus¬ 
tomers  do  indeed  count.  Here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena,  we  are 
pleased  to  have  a  fine  relationship 
with  the  Community  Bank  & 
Trust  Company  and  wish  them 
continued  success. 

Ill 

A  RECENT  ARTICLE  by 

Richard  Giedroyc  in  Coin  World 
gave  the  history  of  the  British 
farthing  ( 1  / 4th  penny)  denomi¬ 
nation  and  illustrated  a  number 
of  types.  This,  the  smallest 
popularly  circulating  coin  in  En¬ 
gland,  was  discontinued  in  1956 
and  recalled  from  circulation 
shortly  thereafter.  Your  editor 
remembers  being  in  England  in 
1961,  at  which  time  there  was  a  flurry  of  speculative  activity 
in  the  last  year  of  issue,  1956,  which  was  considered  to  be  valu¬ 
able.  I  drove  out  to  the  British  countryside  and  met  with  a 
gentleman  who  had  a  hoard  of  1956  farthings,  and  in  this 
instance  stored  them  loose  in  a  large  porcelain  bathtub,  fill¬ 
ing  it  most  of  the  way  to  the  top! 

It  It  It 

NEW  WORLD:  In  a  cave  in  Romania,  Serban  Sarbu  of  the 
University  of  Cincinnati  has  found  a  sulfur-based  ecosystem 
(including  fungi,  bugs,  and  even  a  species  of  scorpion)  that  does 
not  require  sunlight  or  photosynthesis,  but  derives  energy  and 
growth  from  chemical  reactions  between  hydrogen  sulfide  in 
water  and  oxygen  in  air.  (USA  Today) 
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TIMS  &  TH  AT 

- - - - J 


THE  FOLLOWING  is  from  a  recent  Dave  Barry  humor  column 
in  the  International  Tribune:  Question:  Vfhat  are  those  weird  strings 
ol  letters  that  have  started  showing  up  everywhere  in  newspaper  sto¬ 
ries,  advertisements,  TV  shows,  etc.,  the  ones  that  look  like  'http// 
www /  ?  Answer:  I  hose  are  code  instructions  to  Dan  Rather  from  his 
home  planet.” 

&  1  It 

WAN  I  I  O  BUY  A  FAKE  COIN?  Well,  if  you  had  attended  the 
September  1912  auction  held  by  Fred  Michael  and  Brother,  138  North 
Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  you  might  have  had  the  opportunity,  for 
the  announcement  read:  “We  will  sell  at  public  auction  in  September 
the  hne  collection  of  United  States  and  foreign  coins  of  the  late  Fred 
L.  Fake  of  Chicago.” 

jt  ft  It 

CROSSWORD  PUZZLE  FAN  Bob  Shippee  recently  sent  a  copy 

of  another  New  York  Times  puzzle,  this  one  with  the  clue  lor  43  down 
being  “Place  for  Jefferson.”  The  answer  was — did  you  guess  it? — 
NICKEL.  I  his  reminds  your  editor  that  on  a  recent  trip  to  Los  Ange¬ 
les  I  did  the  Los  Angeles  Times  crossword 
puzzle  in  the  “Calendar”  section  of  the 
Sunday  paper,  and  there  was  a  clue 
something  like  “Numismatist’s  quest,” 
with  the  answer  being  rather  simple: 

COIN.  Perhaps  crossroad  puzzle  edi¬ 
tors  represent  an  untapped  source  for 
publicity  for  our  hobby!  A  more  inter¬ 
esting  clue  in  the  same  Los  Angeles 
Times  had  nothing  to  do  with  coins, 
but  seemed  to  be  amusing  was  some¬ 
thing  like  “He  wanted  Diana  to  stay,” 
with  the  answer  being  ANKA. 

A,  A,  t 

INTERESTING  OBSERVA¬ 
TION:  “The  millions  of  [dollars]  that 
Getty  and  other  American  foundations  spend  on  pictures  and  more 
tangible  art  forms  do  not  seem  to  run  over  into  coins,  which  are  often 
their  match  for  beauty,  usually  their  match  lor  rarity,  and  most  cer¬ 
tainly  their  match  for  historical  importance.”  (Graham  Goddard  in 
Coins  and  Medal  News) 

A  A  Jt 

THE  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE  in  The  New  York  Times  contin¬ 
ues  to  have  numismatically  related  clues.  Perhaps  the  editor.  Will 
Shortz,  is  a  numismatist(?).  In  a  recent  issue  18  across  had  this  clue: 
“San  Franciso  or  Denver  facility,”  with  the  answer  MINT.  (Another 
item  submitted  by  Robert  W.  Shippee) 

It  A 

A  LETTER  received  the  other  day  from  The  Calvin  Coolidge 
Memorial  Foundation,  Inc.,  Plymouth  Notch,  VI  05036,  noted  that 
organization  appreciates  a  certain  old-time  soft  drink:  “Moxie  was  our 
30th  U.S.  president’s  favorite  drink.  Do  you  know  we  have  Moxie  Day 
here  at  Plymouth  Notch,  Vermont?  We  have  over  200  cans  of  Moxie 
to  give  away  August  1 0th  for  our  'Old  Home  Day.  We  also  sell  Moxie 
in  our  general  store  and  with  lunch  at  the  Wilder  House.  Please  come 
join  us  for  Moxie  Day.  1  he  Memorial  site  is  open  May  26  to  October 
1  5th  and  we  would  be  pleased  if  you  would  visit.  Presumably  this  in¬ 
vitation  would  extend  to  our  readers  as  well.  Anyone  happening  to  be 
in  Vermont  on  August  10th  might  enjoy  stopping  by. 

Jt  It  It 


A  RF1CEN  I  AR  I  ICLE  in  Boating  told  about  a  team  of  treasure 
hunters  who  hope  to  salvage  coins  from  the  Sindia,  a  ship  sunk  off  the 
coast  of  New  Jersey.  According  to  the  article  there  is  going  to  be  a  300- 
seat  amphitheater  where  bystanders  can  watch  treasure  being  salvaged, 
a  movie  screen  the  size  of  a  building  so  that  undersea  action  can  be 
witnessed  as  it  happens,  tee-shirts,  computer  games,  and  even  a  related 
perfume — some  ambitious  promotion  this. 

It  *  Jt 

I  HE  SECRET  TO  SUCCESS:  Donald  M.  Kendall,  retired  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive  officer  of  PepsiCo  Inc.,  had  this  to  say  when 
asked  what  it  takes  to  get  to  the  top  of  the  corporate  ladder:  “There’s 
no  place  where  success  comes  before  work,  except  in  the  dictionary. 
You  can  t  get  to  the  top  of  any  profession  without  a  lot  of  hard  work, 
and  I  don’t  care  whether  you’re  in  art,  in  music,  in  business,  or  in  the 
academic  world.  It  also  requires  enthusiasm  and  excitement  about  what 
you’re  doing.  If  you’re  not  happy  every  morning  when  you  get  up,  leave 
for  work,  or  start  to  work  at  home — if  you’re  not  enthusiastic  about 
doing  that,  you’re  not  going  to  be  successful.”  (Bits  &  Pieces) 

Jt  Jt  ft 

CAMPAIGNING  for  president,  Ameri¬ 
can  style:  “His  habit  of  peeling  $100  bills 
from  his  bankroll  and  flicking  them  into  the 
crowd  won  many  instant  converts.”  (The 
Economist  reporting  on  the  bid  of  Morry 
Taylor,  presidential  hopeful  who  dropped 
out  of  the  race  in  March) 

A  i  t 

ONE  WAY  TO  DO  IT:  Recently  a 
World  War  1  monument  in  Laporte,  Indi¬ 
ana,  made  of  granite  and  more  than  six  feet 
tall,  was  to  be  moved  from  a  secluded  lo¬ 
cation  to  a  more  prominent  spot,  “but  ef¬ 
forts  to  dislodge  it  from  its  base  with  drills 
and  jackhammers  had  failed.  What  hap¬ 
pened  next  is  not  entirely  clear,  but  apparently  an  unidentified  local 
law  enforcement  official  contacted  an  army  reserve  group  which  pro¬ 
vided  some  unidentified  explosive  experts  who  used  some  kind  of  uni¬ 
dentified  explosives  to  separate  the  monument  from  its  base.  This  op¬ 
eration  went  off  without  a  hitch.  Well,  ok,  if  you  want  to  be  picky, 
there  was  one  teensy  hitch:  after  the  explosion  the  monument  no 
longer,  in  a  technical  sense  existed.  It  was  definitely  not  attached  to 
the  base  anymore.  Mission  accomplished!"  (Dave  Barry,  Miami 
Herald) 

Jt  It  It 

REGARDING  INSECTS  mentioned  in  our  “  1  his  and  That”  col¬ 
umn  in  Rare  Coin  Review  109,  reader  Terry  Krueger  sent  a  note  stat¬ 
ing  that  according  to  the  November  21,  1991,  Federal  Register ,  686 
insects  are  candidates  for  listing  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  My 
gosh,  we  do  cover  a  lot  of  diverse  things  in  this  column,  don’t  we? 

It  It  It 

UPDATE  on  the  Lake  House,  Waterford,  Maine,  which  is  featured 
prominently  in  F)ave  Bowers’  book  The  Waterford  Water  Cure.  A  re¬ 
cent  flyer  from  Suzanne,  Michael,  and  Heidi  who  for  several  years 
operated  a  gourmet  restaurant  there,  notes  that  the  doors  are  closing 
and  they  will  be  moving  to  Puerto  Rico.  Meanwhile,  the  original  home 
of  the  Waterford  Water  Cure  in  on  the  market  for  $545,000  through 
Truman  Properties  in  Waterford. 

Jt  Jt  Jt 
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1833N-15.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-15.  VF-30 . 35 

1853  N-25.  EF-45 . 75 

1853  N-26.  VF-20 . 29 

1853  N-33.  EF-45 . 75 

1853  N- 16.  VF-20 . 32 

1854  N-24.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 55 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5’s.  EF-40 . 95 

1 855  N-8.  Upright  5’s.  AU-55 . 1 35 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-45 . 1  50 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-2.  Small  date.  MS-64  RB.  A  warm  and 
even  blend  of  red  and  light  brown,  the  color  of 
softly  glowing  embers.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 

ever  seen  at  this  grade  level . 750 

1 857  N-4.  Small  date.  AU-50 . 1 95 


Small  Cents 

Flying  Faille  Cent 

The  Flying  Eagle  cent  was  made  in  pattern  form 
in  1856  and  for  circulation  in  1857  and  1858.  In 
recent  times  these  pieces  have  been  especially  popu¬ 
lar  with  numismatists. 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue. 

Far  above  average  strike . 2,1 50 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Sharp 

strike . 825 

1857  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  and  a  nice 

strike .  525 

1857  MS-60.  Nice  strike . 235 


1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  Gold  ton¬ 
ing.  Somewhat  prooflike . 2,350 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-63.  Light  golden  surfaces. 
Very  nice  strike . 545 

Imliiin  llcail  (  nils 

Guide  to  the  series:  After  sleeping  for  about  three 
decades,  the  Indian  cent  series  has  come  to  life  in 
the  past  two  or  three  years,  due  in  no  small  part  by 
the  publication  of  two  excellent  books  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  one  by  Richard  Snow  and  the  other  by  the 
duo  of  Larry  Steve  and  Kevin  Flynn.  Today,  the 
challenge  is  finding  nice  pieces,  and  this  is  nowhere 
more  necessary  than  among  the  bronze  issues  of 


1864-1909,  which  in  the  marketplace  are  often 
found  spotted,  stained,  or  just  plain  ugly — despite 
high  certified  grades  in  some  instances.  Our  buy¬ 
ers — Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena — work  especially  hard  when  it  comes  to 
buying  bronze  Indian  (and  also  Lincoln)  cents,  an 
effort  far  more  taxing  than  buying,  for  example, 
Washington  quarter  dollars.  If  you  are  already  a 
specialist  in  Indian  cents,  we  believe  you  will  like 
our  quality.  If  you  are  just  beginning  your  interest, 
do  some  quality  comparing  with  different  sources. 
We  think  you’ll  like  what  you  buy  here. 

Indian  cents,  minted  from  1859  through  1909, 
were  struck  in  several  different  design  types.  The 
1859  issue,  with  laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique  to 
its  year;  then  follows  the  1860-1864  copper-nickel 
style  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse; 
after  which  thin  planchet  bronze  cents  were  made 
from  1864  through  1909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates 
and  varieties  include  1864  with  Lon  ribbon,  1871, 
1872,  1877  and  1909-S,  among  others.  A  good 
way  to  begin  collecting  is  to  assemble  a  set  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issues  from  1879  to  1909,  then  work 
backward  into  the  earlier  years.  While  hand-selected 
MS-65  and  Proof-65  coins  are  very  nice  to  own, 
and  while  we  constantly  buy  quality  examples 
whenever  we  can,  there  are  many  really  great  val¬ 
ues  to  be  had  among  lower  grades,  some  of  which 
are  priced  at  bargain  levels.  This  strange  situation 
is  due  mainly  to  published  price  guides  being  based 
upon  average  or  below- average  quality  coins.  If  you 
have  the  time,  patience,  and  inclination  to  look  for 
quality,  there  are  many  rewards  in  the  offing. 

For  you  in  this  issue:  We  have  just  purchased  an 
outstanding  group  of  Indian  cents  particularly  rich 
in  high  grade  Mint  State  and  Proof  examples  and 
including  the  “rarest  of  the  rare”  dates  as  well  as 
common  ones.  It  has  been  a  long  time  since  such  a 
splendid  offering  has  appeared  in  our  Rare  Coin 
Review,  and  it  may  be  a  long  time  until  it  happens 
again!  Right  now  you  have  first  choice  at  the  pieces 
you  want  the  most. 

1859  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  A  truly  splendid 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue;  the  only  year 
with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse  design . 795 

Obverse  with  Indian  Head;  reverse  with  laurel  wreath. 
The  Flying  Eagle  cent  was  discontinued  after  1 858,  as  prob¬ 
lems  occurred  with  the  striking,  especially  in  areas  of  the 
coin  in  which  the  eagle  on  the  obverse  was  opposite  in  the 
dies  to  the  heavy  “agricultural”  wreath  on  the  reverse.  The 
new  Indian  motif  featured  shallow  reverse  devices  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  metal  flow  needed  to  fill  the  obverse 
design.  It  is  not  known  why  the  laurel  wreath  was  used  only 
for  one  year  (1859)  and  replaced  with  the  oak  wreath  and 
shield  design  in  1860.  The  laurel  wreath  was  not  forgotten, 
and  it  was  revived  in  1865  for  use  on  the  nickel  three-cent 
piece. 

1859  MS-60 . 250 

1859  AU-58 . 219 

1859  AU-50.  One  can  get  very  nice  coins  for  low 

prices  among  Indian  cents  at  the  AU  and  MS- 
60  levels . 1 85 

1860  MS-65  (NGC).  Bold  strike.  Fairly  scarce  at 

this  level;  far  scarcer  than,  for  example,  1862 
or  1 863.  A  far  finer  than  usually  seen  specimen 
of  this  important  “type”  coin . 850 

First  year  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  design,  the  basic 


motif  continued  through  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1909. 

1861  AU-55.  Scarcest  date  of  the  copper-nickel 

Indian  cents . 189 

1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen 

of  this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine! . 1 ,895 

The  Guide  Book: suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .265 

Idea:  Consider  assembling  a  complete  collection  of  cop¬ 
per-nickel  Indian  cents  from  1859  through  1864  using  our 
listing  as  a  start! 

1862  MS-63.  Light  golden  surfaces . 135 

1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge  and  not  visible  from 

obverse  or  reverse,  mint  error. . 1 10 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 

1863  MS-64.  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  259 

1863  AU-58 . 59 

1864  Copper-nickel.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  of  remarkable  quality.  Especially  sharp 
strike.  Last  of  the  copper-nickel  cents.  First  or¬ 
der  gets  it  for  only . 1,195 

The  certification  service  grades  are  used  as  a  starting  point 
when  we  buy  coins  for  stock,  and  beyond  what  number  may 
be  assigned,  a  given  Indian  cent  must  meet  our  own  standards 
for  quality  before  we  will  add  it  to  our  inventory. 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-60 . 139 

1864  Bronze.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A  high-grade 
specimen  ol  the  first  year  of  the  bronze 
type . 595 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-55.  Key  issue . 345 

Toward  the  end  of  the  1  864  year  the  initial  L  (for 
Longacre)  was  added  to  the  ribbon  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Indian’s  headdress.  As  important  as  this  variety  is  to  collec¬ 
tors  today,  the  1864  with  L  Indian  cent  was  not  listed  in 
collectors’  reference  nor  was  notable  attention  paid  to  it  until 
decades  afterward. 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 345 

Virtually  all  of  the  Indian  cents  in  this  listing  are  one  of 
a  kind  in  our  stock.  Thus,  second  choices  will  be  appreciated 
and  will  not  be  used  unless  your  first  choice  is  sold.  All  coins 
are  actually  in  our  inventory  when  this  listing  is  prepared, 
but  quality  coins  at  reasonable  prices  tend  to  sell  quickly. 
Your  best  strategy  is  to  telephone  (toll-free  1-800-222-5993) 
or  fax  (1-603-569-5319)  your  order  to  Gail  Watson  as  soon 


as  possible. 

1865  EF-45 . 29 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1866  AU-50 . 205 

1866  EF-40 . 135 


Julian  M.  Leidman  Writes 

“I  just  finished  your  article,  ‘A  Com¬ 
mon  Bond,’  and  wanted  to  extend  my 
appreciation  for  your  continuing  focus  on 
these  important  issues.  Dealers,  collectors, 
publications,  and  organizations,  must  all 
indeed  focus  on  the  growth  of  the  numis¬ 
matic  hobby  and  hopefully  others  will  be 
encouraged  by  your  leadership. 

“Looking  forward  to  growing  old  to¬ 
gether  numismatically,  I  remain,  with  ap¬ 
preciation,  your  friend,  Julian  Leidman.’ 
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186"7  MS-65  RB  (NCiC).  A  top  quality  specimen 
of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1867  Repunched  7  in  date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 
1867  EF-45 . 149 

1867  F-15 . ......59 

1 868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin.  750 

With  a  lustrous  brown  surface  such  as  this,  an  Indian 
cent  can  be  very  beautiful — often  equal  to  or  nicer  than  one 
with  mint  color.  Thus,  there  is  a  lot  of  value  to  be  had  among 
brown  Mint  State  Indian  cents.  This  fact  is  little  known  to 
the  outside  world,  but  is  generally  accepted  by  specialists. 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen. 

Not  many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times . 1,395 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  MS-60.  Scarce  date.  ...575 

1 869/9  (repunched  9)  VF-30 . 335 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  spl  endid  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date.  Nicely  blended  toning  in 
fields . 1,295 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown 
toning  with  fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  In¬ 


dian  cent  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  ...  1 , 195 
1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  975 

1869  VF-20 . 235 


1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 
In  our  experience, 'an  1870  Indian  cent  at  this  grade  level 
is  two  to  three  times  scarcer  than  one  dated  1868  or  1869 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  sleeper. 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with  this 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  high 


quality.  . 895 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 


Due  to  quite  a  bit  of  effort  by  our  buyers,  this  listing  of 
Indian  cents  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  had  in  quite  some 
time.  We  expect  most  items  to  sell  quickly  once  this  cata¬ 
logue  appears.  For  this  reason,  second  choices  are  appreci¬ 
ated  and  will  be  used  only  when  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold.  All  items  are  actually  in  stock  as  we  go  to  press. 

1870  EF-40 . 325 

1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  nearly 

full  (80%  to  90%)  original  mint  red.  A  “find” 
for  the  discriminating  specialist.  Extraordinarily 
difficult  to  find  in  this  grade,  perhaps  even  more 
so  than  the  better  publicized  1872 . 1,595 

The  “big  three”  among  rare  Indian  cent  dates  of  this  era 
are  the  1871,  1872,  and  1877. 

1 871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  An¬ 
other  “find”  for  the  buyer  who  wants  an  excel¬ 
lent  combination  of  quality  and  rarity.  A  “lot  of 
coin  for  the  money,”  considering  the  market 


value  of  lesser  grade  pieces . 865 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1871  AU-50 . 425 

1871  EF-40 . 319 


1872  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  way  to  acquire  a  high-grade  specimen  of 
this  important  date.  An  American  numismatic 
classic.  We  wonder  how  long  a  coin  like  this 
will  continue  to  have  a  market  price  this  side  of 
$1,000 . 795 

Date  centered  between  bust  and  denticles  as  on  all  Proofs 
seen  by  the  writer,  but  unlike  business  strikes,  most  (but  not 
all)  of  which  have  the  date  close  to  the  border. 


Brilliant  Gem  1872  Rarity 


18  2  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  rare  and  highly  desired  date,  a  key  in  the 
series;  the  date  usually  considered  to  be  second 
only  to  the  1877  in  rarity  in  high  Mint  State 
levels.  Seldom  seen  or  offered  in  this  remark¬ 
able  grade . 3,250 

1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key  date  issue. 
Another  “lot  of  coin  for  the  money”  item,  con¬ 
sidering  the  market  prices  of  EF  and  AU  speci¬ 
mens.  Always  in  demand . 825 

1872  MS-62  BN.  A  lustrous,  very  attractive  coin 

that’s  sure  to  please!  . 725 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces . 725 

1872  AU-50.  Low  date. Quality!  Rarity!  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  at  this  grade  level.  Highly  impor¬ 
tant  date . 435 

1 872  EF-45.  Date  higher  than  usual,  but  not  quite 
centered . 365 

1 872  VF-20.  Light  brown . 285 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 395 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 225 

1874  AU-50 . 125 

1874  EF-40 . 95 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 725 

We  reiterate  that  our  offering  of  choice  Indian  cents  is 
truly  remarkable,  and  we  invite  you  to  use  this  listing  to  fill 
in  the  spaces  in  your  cabinet  or  to  start  a  collection.  Either 
way,  here  are  some  of  the  most  attractive  specimens  to  come 
on  the  market  in  recent  times. 

Choice  1877  Indian  Cent 


1877  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 
which,  at  this  grade  level,  is  harder  to  find  than 
an  equivalent  Proof.  Another  remarkable  coin 
in  this  truly  remarkable  offering.  If  you’ve  been 
searching  for  a  high  quality  1 877  as  the  capstone 
to  your  collection,  consider  this  beauty!  3,095 

1877  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
landmark  issue,  the  rarest  and  most  desired 
Indian  cent  date . 1,850 

1877  VG-10.  Pleasing  light  brown  surfaces.  ..519 

1877  VG-8 . 475 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  Pale  orange-red  surfaces. 

A  few  microscopic  flecks.  One  of  the  finest  cer¬ 
tified . 1 ,495 

1879  Proof-64  RB.  Lots  of  value  with  Proofs  in 


this  grade  range,  in  our  opinion . 295 

1879  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 750 

1879  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 329 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 

Base  of  1  in  date  rcpunched. 

1879  AU-55 . 59 

1880  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  brown . 249 


1880  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Virtually  full  red.  ..295 

Tiny  die  break  to  the  left  ol  and  through  the  digits  of 
the  date;  unusual  as  such. 


1880  AU-55  (PCGS) . 55 

1881  Proof-63  RD . 219 

1881  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 695 

1881  MS-63  BN . 69 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1 883  Proof-64  BN.  A  splendid  specimen  and,  in  our 

opinion,  inexpensive  on  today’s  market . 235 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1883  MS-64  BN . 89 

1884  MS-65  RD.  Fairly  difficult  to  find  in  this 

grade;  several  multiples  rarer  than  earlier  dates 
in  the  same  decade . 775 

1884  MS-64  BN . 175 

1885  Proof-65  RB.  A  superb  specimen,  brown  and 

red  surfaces  with  iridescent  hues.  Award-win¬ 
ning  quality! . 695 


Of  all  the  Philadelphia  Mint  Indian  cents  from  1879  to 
1909,  the  1 885  is  considered  the  key,  not  because  of  its  Proof 
mintage — which  is  about  average  for  the  era — but  for  the 
elusive  quality  of  related  business  strikes. 

1885  Proof-63  BN . 189 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 

The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 

1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RD.  A  blazing  original  red 

gem  specimen.  This  quality  would  be  very  hard 
to  duplicate . 1 ,895 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Lots 
of  value  here!  . 795 


On  the  Type  I  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  I  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 


the  reverse.  Lots  of  value  here,  too!  . 795 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 

gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint  red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 335 

1 886 Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Mostly  brown 
with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce  variety.  ...439 

By  the  way,  a  nod  of  appreciation  is  due  to  ANACS,  which 


is  owned  by  the  same  people  who  own  Coin  World,  but  used  to 
be  owned  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association;  now  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  has  as  its  official  grading 
service  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America 
(NGC);  your  editor  (QDB)  is  a  very  minor  (less  than  2%) 
stockholder  in  PCGS — are  you  still  reading  this??? 

Anyway,  back  to  that  ANACS  nod:  this  service  is  the 
only  one  of  the  top  three  (PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS)  to 
attribute  many  of  its  coins  to  specialized  collector  varieties 
such  as  Breen,  Overton,  etc.  numbers.  Hopefully,  Pi  GS  and 
NGC?  will  follow  suit  someday,  especially  as  It  is  becoming 
the  era  of  the  collector,  and  in  recent  times  the  investor  has 
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faded  from  che  scene.  At  the  same  time,  we  suggest  that  the 
grading  service  explore  the  possibility  of  rating  coins  as  to 
ifUiihty  in  addition  to  grading  numbers.  This  would  make 
our  job  of  buying  coins  easier!  On  the  other  hand,  we  like 
challenges. 

A  nod,  too,  to  Coin  World  for  being  objective  in  its  re¬ 
porting  of  grading  services,  controversies,  etc.  Sometimes, 
this  must  be  hard  to  do  in  view  of  the  ANACS  connection. 

Now,  if  Krause  Publications  (publisher  of  Numismatic 
News)  gets  into  the  grading  game,  we  will  expect  great  things 
of  them,  for  it  is  a  given  that  whatever  they  do,  they  do  well. 


1887  Proof-62  BN . 115 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

Interesting  die  break  around  rim  at  lower  and  lower  right 
obverse. 

1889  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1889  MS-63  RB . 59 

1890  AU-58 . 35 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Relatively  low  mint¬ 
age.  Scarce  and  unappreciated . 550 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 325 

1891  MS-60 . 39 

1892  Proof-64  RB.  Scarce  in  Proof,  and  more  or 

less  ignored  by  the  marketplace.  This  adds  up 
to  another  Indian  cent  with  a  lot  of  value  for 
the  price  paid . 325 

1893  Proof-64  BN . 225 

1893  AU-50 . 22 

1894  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 119 


1894  MS-62  (Hallmark) . 85 

1896  Proof-64  RB.  Fewer  than  2,000  Proofs  were 

minted  this  year.  Another  Indian  cent  worth  a 
second  look . 335 

1897  MS-63  RB . 55 

1898  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (Hallmark).  A  glittering 

gem! . 795 

1899  Proof-64  RB.  Low  Proof  mintage . 325 

1899  AU-58 . 25 

1900  MS-63  RB . 49 

1900  MS-63  BN . 35 

1900  AU-55 . 22 

1901  MS-63  RB . 49 

1902  AU-55 . 22 

1905  AU-55 . 22 

1906  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 245 

1906  MS-64  RD . 119 

1906  AU-58 . 25 

1906  AU-55 . 22 

1907  AU-50 . 17 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

The  first  branch  mint  bronze  cent.  Fairly  scarce  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 

1908-S  MS-62  RB . 279 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1909  Indian.  MS-63  RB . 45 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 

coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1 ,095 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  well  with  a  gem 


collection . 1,150 

1909-S  Indian  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  gorgeous 

gem . 1,150 

1909-S  Indian.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 425 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


For  you  in  this  issue:  Lincoln  cents  are  among 
the  most  popular  United  States  series.  Our  selection 
is  second  to  none  when  it  comes  to  quality  speci¬ 
mens.  If  Lincoln  cents  are  your  forte,  you’ve  come  to 
the  right  place.  Enjoy  yourself  (and  be  sure  to  see 
our  special  note  about  1909-S  V.D.B.  rarities). 


1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A 
gem  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1 ,395 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem 
specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent  landmark. 
How  nice  this  will  look  in  your  collection!  1,395 

Our  idea  of  numismatic  heaven  would  be  to  buy  100 
1909-S  V.D.B.  cents  all  at  one  time!  As  it  is,  a  lot  of  effort  is 
required  to  find  these  for  our  stock,  and  one  at  a  time.  Years 
ago  this  variety  was  the  single  most  popular  rare  coin  in  the 
American  series,  and  we  often  omitted  listing  them  for  fear 
that  if  we  had  just  two  or  three  coins  we  would  get  hundreds 
of  orders,  and  our  other  coins  would  be  ignored!  Today  in 
1996,  prices  are  higher  than  they  were  back  then,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  cents,  while  still  quite  popular,  have  been  eclipsed  in 
the  Hit  Parade  by  Morgan  silver  dollars,  commemoratives, 
and  a  few  other  issues.  Thus,  it  is  “safe”  to  advertise  1909-S 
V.D.B.  cents  now.  If  you’ve  been  looking  for  a  nice  one,  take 
your  pick  from  our  selection.  We  have  a  little  secret:  We 
bought  a  little  cache  of  MS-64  gems  and  as  we  go  to  press  we 
have  14  in  stock!!!  These  are  spread  among  the  uncertified, 
NGC,  and  PCGS  coins  listed  under  the  MS-64  categories 
below.  Well,  this  is  not  quite  like  buying  100  coins,  but  it  is 
the  best  we  have  done  in  a  long  time! 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 


combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 
text)  price .  1 ,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55 . 699 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45 . 650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 575 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (ANACS) . 85 

1 909-S  Lincoln.  AU-58.  Mostly  red . 1 19 

1909- S  Lincoln.  EF-40 . 89 

1910  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1910- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 195 

1910-S  MS-63  RB . 69 

1910-S  AU-58 . 69 

1910-S  AU-50 . 59 

191 1  - D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this  high 

grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are  readily  avail¬ 
able).  A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector. . 7 95 


191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 
Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual- 


A  Gift  for  the  Future 


Sometimes  something  is  so  familiar  that  no 
account  is  kept  of  it.  Thus,  ifyou  look  through 
numismatic  periodicals  of  the  past  century  or 
more  and  endeavor  to  learn,  for  example,  what 
a  pocketful  of  loose  change  would  have  con¬ 
tained  in  1900,  1914,  1934,  or  other  year,  the 
information  is  nowhere  to  be  found. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  fascinating  to  know  what 
1 ,000  one-cent  pieces  saved  from  pocket 
change  in  the  year  1920  contained? 


Now  comes  this  interesting  letter  dated 
February  20, 1996,  from  JamesT.  Butterfield, 
an  Ohio  reader,  a  “gift”  to  future  generations 
who  might  want  such  information: 

In  your  past  writings  you  were  curious  as 
to  what  mix  of  date  and  mintmarks  would  be 
in  one  thousand  coins.  In  our  normal  every 
day  commerce,  I  kept  track  of  the  cents  that 
my  wife  and  I  received  from  March  1995  until 
December  1995.  Below  are  our  results. 


1944:  1  coin 
1945:  1 
1949:  1 
1956-D:  1 
1959:  1 

1959- D: 1 
1960:  1 

1960- D: 3 
1961  -D: 9 

1962- D: 3 
1963:  1 

1963- D: 7 
1964: 2 

1964- D:  5 
1965:  2 


1966:  3 
1967:  5 
1968:  3 

1968- D: 7 
1969: 1 

1969- D: 4 
1970: 2 

1970- D:  6 
1971: 2 

1971- D: 8 
1972:  2 

1972- D:  7 
1973:  5 

1973- D: 10 
1974:  5 


1974- D: 3 
1975:  9 

1975- D: 5 
1976:  7 

1976- D: 2 
1977: 18 

1977- D: 5 
1978: 14 

1978- D: 7 
1979:  21 

1979- D: 7 
1980:  22 

1980- D: 2 
1981:  17 

1981- D:  10 


1982:  33 

1982- D:  4 
1983:  18 

1983- D:  8 
1984:  39 

1984- D:  6 
1985:  1  1 

1985- D: 10 
1986:  10 

1986- D:  4 
1987:  24 

1987- D:  8 
1988:  30 

1988- D: 4 


1989: 34 

1989- D:  2 
1990:  28 

1990- D: 4 
1991:  41 

1991- D:  5 
1992:  29 

1992- D: 9 
1993:  42 

1993- D: 30 
1994:  85 

1994- D: 56 
1995:  195 

1995- D: 20 


The  most  interesting  item  found  was  a  1980 
Jefferson  nickel  on  a  cent  planchet.  Also  found 
was  one  1 960  Canadian  cent. 

I  hope  that  it  was  all  right  to  pass  on  our  results 


to  you.  I  thought  you  might  find  it  interesting  what 
kind  of  mix  of  cents  are  in  North  Central  Ohio. 
Sincerely, 

— James  T.  Butterfield 
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COLONIAL \M  (  COINS 


191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (PC, I).  Light  D  mintmark.  We 
bought  this  as  part  of  a  group  (it  is  not  among 
our  hand-selected  quality  pieces).  A  bargain 
(price-wise  but  not  quality  wise) . 195 

1911  -D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  390 

In  a  recent  letter  Kevin  Flynn  advised  us  that  he  is  work¬ 
ing  on  a  book  on  Lincoln  cents  and  that  nearly  a  half  dozen 
other  books  on  Lincoln  cents  are  in  the  works!  Wonder  what 
will  happen  to  the  market  when  all  of  this  information  becomes 
available?  Meanwhile,  enjoy  today’s  prices  in  our  listing! 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

191 1-D  MS-63  BN . 139 

191 1-D  AU-58 . 65 

191 1-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  b  rilliant  gem  of 
exceptional  quality.  Add  it  to  your  collection 
for .  850 

191 1-S  AU-58 . 85 

191 1- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 79 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 

1912- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 875 

1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous,  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  beauty! . 275 

1912-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 995 

1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  red.  .248 
1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red.  A  truly  splen¬ 
did  specimen.  Rarely  seen  this  nice! . 248 

1912- S  MS-63  BN.  Inexpensive  at . 145 

1913  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 225 

1913- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  gem! . 725 

191 3-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  lull  red.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 350 

1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 349 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913- S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1914  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1914- D  EF-45 . 473 

1914-D  EF-40 . 450 


Market  notes:  In  general,  Lincoln  cents  in  Mint  State 
divide  themselves  into  these  categories: 

1.  Philadelphia  Mint  issues:  1909-1927:  Scarce  if  gem, 
but  available.  Some  cherrypicking  is  needed  to  find  sharp 
pieces,  especially  after  about  1916.  1928-1933:  Less  scarce. 
1 934  to  date:  Many  exist. 

2.  Denver  Mint  issues:  191 1-1928:  Scarce  to  rare  if  gem, 
especially  if  sharply  struck;  issues  1916  onward  are  particu¬ 
larly  tough  to  find  if  sharp.  1 929- 1 933:  Slightly  scarce.  1 934 
onward:  Plentiful,  but  some  cherrypicking  will  be  needed  to 
find  nice  pieces,  especially  from  the  1930s. 

3.  San  Francisco  Mint  issues:  1909-1910:  Readily  avail¬ 
able,  but  the  rarity  of  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  in  worn  grades  places 
a  terrific  demand  on  Mint  State  coins.  191 1-1928:  Scarce  to 
rare  if  gem.  Striking  comments  similar  to  those  for  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint,  but  less  of  a  problem  here.  Later  issues:  Same  as  for 


Denver  Mint  cents. 

1916  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 95 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 95 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  full  mint 
red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1916- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin  with 

many  attributes  of  MS-65  RD.  A  "find  for  the 
connoisseur. . 289 

1917- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 215 

1917-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1917-D  MS-63  BN . 115 

1917-S  MS-64  BN . 139 


1918  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 119 

1919  MS-63  RB . 24 

1919- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1920  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1920- S  MS-64  RB . 325 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89 

192 1- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 
than  generally  encountered  for  this  variety.  695 

192 1-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 

so . 345 

192 1-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of 

the  key  dates  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 345 

Considering  that  this  is  a  very  high  grade  example  of  a 
key  issue  and  is  priced  at  less  than  half  of  what  we  ask  for  a 
red-surface  coin,  here  indeed,  in  our  opinion,  is  an  excellent 
buy. 

Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Absent  the  D  (indeed,  by  definition), 
but  otherwise  quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and 

reverse  than  usually  seen . 2,295 

The  1 922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled-in  1922-D  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year, 
the  D-less  1922-D — known  as  the  “1922  Plain” — has  filled 
a  special  need  with  numismatists  over  the  years. 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1,950 


1922-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 165 

1922- D  MS-63  RB . 99 

1923- S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 


1924-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is 
nearly  fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  un¬ 
usual  situation  for  a  1924-D.  A  major  find  for 
the  advanced  specialist . 500 

Much  scarcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue 
values  indicate.  In  fact,  if  it  doesn’t  sell,  we  may  just  raise 
the  price.  In  the  1950s  and  1960s  it  was  a  given  that  each 
time  we  put  out  one  of  our  catalogues  we  would  review  our 
stock  carefully  and  raise  many  prices  to  keep  up  with  the 
market.  Now  in  1996  there  is  great  market  strength  for 
choice  and  rare  coins,  we  are  enjoying  a  rush  of  business, 
and  rare  coins  are  harder  than  ever  to  find.  Prices  in  many 
series  are  edging  upward  and  the  future  seems  bright  (opin¬ 


ion  here). 

1924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295 

1924- S  AU-50 . 55 

1925  MS-64  RB . 25 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1,275 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 85 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 295 


1926- S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS) . 125 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75 

1927  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 75 

1927- S  MS-63  BN . 119 

1928  MS-64  RD . 35 

1928- S  MS-64  RB . 125 

1928- S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1929- D  MS-65  RD . 135 

1929- S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 1 19 

1930  MS-64  RB . 9 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS) . 69 

1931  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 89 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

193 1- D  AU-58 . 42 

193 1-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 245 

193 1-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

193 1-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39 

1933  MS-60 . 14 

1933-D  MS-65  RD . 35 

1935- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1936- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1937- S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem!  .265 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 129 

1938  Proof-64  RD . 49 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark) . 39 

1938- S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1938- S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 250 

1939  Proof-65  RD . 109 

1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 109 

1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 59 

1939- D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS) . 75 

1939-D  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1939-S  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 


1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

We  recently  bought  an  old-time  cache  of  gem  Proof  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  of  this  era.  Take  advantage  of  our  offering  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  dates  you  need. 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1940  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 34 

1941  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1941-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1942  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  early 

Brilliant  Proofs . 319 

1942  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

1 944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  lus¬ 
trous,  attractive  specimen  of  this  curious  vari¬ 
ety.  . 695 

First  mintmark,  an  S,  protrudes  above  the  second  and 
final  mintmark,  a  D.  Readily  discernible  under  low-power 
magnification. 

1946-S/D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  It  takes  some  imagi¬ 
nation  (in  our  opinion)  to  see  a  D  under  the  S, 
and  we  respectfully  suggest  that  this  issue, 
which  is  now  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  may  merit 
further  study.  Anyway,  this  is  a  blazing  red  speci¬ 


men . 425 

1 950  Pmof-67  RD  (NGC) .  >95 
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ONE,  TWO,  AND  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


1  S)S0  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 395 

1953  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 19 

1 955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN.  Some  hints  of  mint 
red.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  this  famous 

issue . 895 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Very  at¬ 
tractive . 895 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 

1983  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  The  dou¬ 
bling  is  on  the  reverse  on  this  variety.  Listed  in 
the  Guide  Book  and  numerous  other  places.  265 

Gem  1995  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 
gem . 29 

This  new  discovery  certainly  made  lots  of  headlines  in 
1995  and  was  “Coin  of  the  Year”  from  a  publicity  stand¬ 
point.  The  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled,  easily  seen  un¬ 
der  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as  doubled  as  the 
1955  Doubled  Die  or  even  che  1972  Doubled  Die,  but  it  is 
certainly  interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that, 
with  one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  until 
it  settles. 

Two-Ccnl  Pieties 

Guide  to  the  series:  Two-cent  pieces,  minted 
from  1864-1873  inclusive,  comprise  a  short  set  with 
just  two  standard  major  rarities,  the  1864  Small 
Motto  and  the  date  differences  of  1873.  Many  in¬ 
teresting  minor  die  varieties  also  exist  within  the 
date  range.  The  connoisseur  should  pick  and  choose 
carefully,  as  quality  varies  among  vendors.  Pieces 
with  attractive  surfaces  are  in  the  distinct  minority 
and  are  difficult  to  find  for  most  varieties. 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 
red  fading  to  mellow  brown.  A  beautiful  gem 
of  exquisite  quality.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur 
and  specialist . 2,295 

The  1864  Small  Motto  two-cent  piece  is  at  least  100  to 
200  times  rarer  than  the  1 864  Large  Motto  in  this  grade! 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-55.  Some  lustre  remains.  A 

very  nice  example  at  this  grade  level . 419 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces.  ..975 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  One  of 

the  nicest  we’ve  seen.  This  will  look  great  in 
your  type  set! . 1,195 

1865  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,150 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1866  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  of  a 
quality  seldom  seen  in  the  marketplace.  1,895 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1 868  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Another  of  the  hundreds 
of  new  purchases  listed  in  this  issue  (only  a  few 
of  which  we  mention  specifically,  in  order  to  save 


space  for  other  commentaries) . 1 ,695 

1869  MS-64  RB . 259 


1869/8  Breen-2399.  Alternatively,  1869  repunched 
date.  Called  1 869/8  overdate  by  Walter  Breen, 


but  opinions  are  divided.  EF-45  (ANACS).  805 

1870  MS-60 . 235 

1871  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red,  in  fact, 

with  more  red  than  some  we’ve  seen  called 
“RD.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur.  A  scarce  date, 
too! . 745 

1871  MS-64  BN  (ANACS).  Difficult  to  find  in 

gem  grade  such  as  this . 419 


Gem  1872  2C  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,495 

1872  Proof-64  RB.  With  a  very  nice  blend  of  red 
and  brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
prime  scarcities  in  the  short-lived  two-cent  se¬ 
ries.  There  is  a  lot  value  to  be  had  in  this  Proof 

grade  level . 1,295 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a 
great  rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time 
of  issue.  Last  business  strike  date  in  the  se¬ 
ries .  1,795 

It  is  not  clear  why  business  strike  1 872  two-cent  pieces 
were  made.  In  1871  the  Mint  gathered  in  many  two-cent 
pieces  of  earlier  dates,  and  these  were  subsequently  melted 
and  converted  into  planchet  strip  for  Indian  cents  (account¬ 
ing  in  part  for  increased  mintages  of  Indian  cents  after  1872). 
We  would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  most  1 872  two-cent 
pieces  never  left  the  Mint,  but  were  melted. 

Nickel  3C  Pieces 

Guide  to  the  series:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were 
minted  from  1865  to  1889,  beginning  at  a  time 
when  silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  Proofs  exist  of  all  dates  and  are 
scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues  from  1865-1878. 

There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus 
the  formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity,  although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of 
1887  are  considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 
1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 


portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...715 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 


Likes  Our  Literature 
and  Auctions 

The followingis from J.  C.,  an  Iowa  reader: 

“Thanks  to  Dave  Bowers  and  the  whole 
Bowers  and  Merena  staff  for  their  wonder¬ 
ful  work  not  only  in  producing  fine  numis¬ 
matic  literature  hut  also  excellent  auction 
sales.” 


1868  Proof-63.  Lightly  toned  mirror  surfaces. 

Scarce  in  Proof  format,  more  than  generally 
realized . 350 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 275 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 

Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Closed  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 395 

1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur. . 2,095 

1 876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
A  little  gem! . 450 

1 878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  inexpensive 
today,  in  our  opinion . 725 

The  1878  is  renown  as  a  Proof-only  issue.  Just  2,350 
were  struck — all  Proofs,  with  no  related  business  strikes.  This 
was  a  favorite  date  of  the  late  Abe  Kosoff,  founder  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (in  1955);  when  we  auc¬ 
tioned  his  estate  coins  there  was  a  nice  run  of  1878  nickel 
three-cent  pieces. 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  195 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

Tiny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  continued  in 
use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1885  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  in 


Proof  format . 550 

1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 875 

The  1886  joins  the  1877  and  1878  as  one  of  just  three 
Proof-only  issues  in  the  nickel  three-cent  piece  series. 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rar¬ 
est  Proofs  of  the  series . 625 


In  our  opinion  only  about  1,000  Proofs  were  issued  of 
the  1 887  non-overdate  as  offered  here.  Probably  2/3  of  the 
mintage  of  Proofs  of  this  date,  or  about  2,000  other  pieces, 
were  of  the  1887/6  overdate. 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  Mint 
State,  far  rarer  than  Proof  (and  Proofs  are  rare). 
An  exceptional  coin  for  the  astute  buyer.  ..473 
1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 495 

Silver  3^  Pieces 

Guide  to  the  series:  Silver  three-cent  pieces  were 
struck  from  1851-1 873  inclusive  and  were  made  in 
three  different  design  types  (1851-1853,  1854- 
1858,  and  1859-1873).  The  Mint  referred  to  these 
as  “trimes,”  but  the  nickname  never  caught  on  (al¬ 
though  in  recent  years  it  has  been  used  with  in¬ 
creased  frequency  in  coin  catalogues). 

Specimens  can  be  collected  in  various  grades  for 
the  years  from  1851-1862.  After  1862,  most  known 
examples  are  Proofs  minted  for  collectors;  business 
strikes  are  very  rare.  There  is  only  one  branch  mint 
issue  in  this  series,  the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans, 
an  issue  that  is  readily  available,  especially  in  lower 
grades. 

Although  some  dates  are  scarce  to  rare,  there  are 
no  “impossible”  rarities,  making  it  a  reality  to  as¬ 
semble  a  complete  set.  This  listing  furnishes  many 
opportunities  and  includes  common  as  well  as  elu¬ 
sive  rarities,  all  with  emphasis  on  quality. 
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TWO.  THREE.  AND  FIVE-TENT  I'lE 


!858Type  II.  AU-55 . 195 


1851  MS-63.  Splendid  iridescent  toning . 215 

Our  congratulations  to  our  fine  friend  R.  W.  Julian  whose 
illustrious  series  on  various  early  coin  denominations  is  ap¬ 
pearing  sequentially  in  Numismatic  News.  We  particularly 
enjoyed  the  presentation  on  silver  thrce-cent  pieces  in  a  re- 
cent  issue. 

1851-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

On  this  issue  the  tiny  “O  mintmark  is  perfectly  circu¬ 
lar,  not  elliptical  as  seen  in  other  series. 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  little  cameo  gem. 
Brilliant . 1,385 

1 853  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 39 

Landmark  Gem  1854  3<£ 


1854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  ol  the  elusiveType 
II  design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck,  and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize 
item  for  the  connoisseur!  Any  way  you  look  at 
it,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  quality  1 854  “trimes” 

to  be  offered  in  a  long  while . 4,350 

1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II  design.  Far 
above  average  strike,  too!  . 1,350 

Remarkable  Gem  1855  3<t  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
The  lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1 858  Type 
II  design.  Nice  strike,  too!  All  in  all,  remark¬ 
able! . 2,750 

1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Key  date  of  the  Type  II  se¬ 
ries.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  lustrous  silver 
surfaces.  Great  strike!  Very  elusive  in  Mint  State. 
There  is  a  lot  of  value  to  be  had  with  this  MS- 
62  coin . 895 


Good  Cents 

From  C.K  in  Connecticut: 

“I  received  all  five  of  the  cents  in  your 
recent  shipment  and  loved  them  all!  You 
people  do  know  great  eye  appeal  when 
you  see  it.  How  one  tells  the  difference 
between  red,  red-brown  and  brown  es¬ 
capes  me  still.  Of  course,  add  them  all  to 
my  account;  perhaps  in  the  near  future  I 
might  even  pay  them  off  early.  Please  send 
me  more  great  ones  when  you  do  find 
them. 

“Also,  in  the  future  I  might  be  asking 
you  to  break  them  out  of  the  slabs  for  me  as 
I  want  to  keep  my  coins  in  an  album. 
Thank  you  for  thinking  of  me  when  you 
see  coins  on  my  want  list.” 


1860  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 

just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning . 995 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  395 
1862/1  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 
1 864  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  scarce  date.  Usually  seen 
in  Proof  format;  rarely  as  a  business  strike.  Ex¬ 
ceptionally  sharply  struck . 995 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  of  a  really  rare  date! . 875 


Guide  to  the  series:  Shield  nickels  were  produced 
from  1866  through  1883  inclusive.  All  specimens 
of  1866  and  a  few  of  1867  were  struck  with  rays 
on  the  reverse.  In  the  19th  century,  the  with-rays 
coins  were  called  the  “stars  and  bars”  type.  Later 
issues  have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the 
Mint  when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies 
wore  quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint 
State  specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt 
to  show  a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and 
other  evidences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite 
fascinating.  Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  al¬ 
though  the  1 866  is  scarce  and  the  1 867  With  Rays 
is  a  major  rarity. 

1866  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion .  595 

The  second  6  in  the  date  appears  about  30%  larger  than 
the  first  6.  Traditionally  this  is  ascribed  to  differences  in  depth 
of  numeral  punching,  but  when  this  coin  is  examined  under 
a  glass  this  is  hard  to  believe.  We  ll  go  on  record  saying  that 
the  second  6  is  indeed  from  a  different  punch,  and  invite 
readers  to  make  comments  to  influence  a  mind  change.  This 
is  not  an  unusual  characteristic:  the  6’s  are  of  different  sizes 


on  the  majority  of  business  strikes  seen. 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


1867  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  beautiful;  fully  equal  to  some  we 
have  seen  called  MS-65!  One  of  the  choicest 
Mint  State  business  strikes  we  have  seen  in  quite 
some  time.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you  will  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  this  gem . 1,295 

Walter  Breen  estimates  the  mintage  of  the  1867  With 
Rays  nickel  as  2,019,000,  in  contrast  to  28,890,500  for  the 
Without-Rays  type.  Years  ago  serious  numismatists  recog¬ 
nized  the  1867  With  Rays  as  a  highly  important  rarity'  in 
this  grade,  but  in  recent  times  its  cachet  has  been  lost  as  it 
has  never  been  part  of  investment-oriented  commentaries 
(there  are  so  few  around  that  it  wouldn’t  be  worthwhile). 
Thus,  this  coin  is  priced  at  a  tiny  fraction  of  what  it  should 
be. 

1869  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  ...695 
1869  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Under 
magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiply 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist!  . 895 


CES 


1875  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

delicate  toning.  Rare  date . 2,450 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces. 
Brilliant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five- 


cent  series . 795 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous . 259 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 


1883/2  True  overdate.  Breen-2526.  MS-63 
(ANACS).  Silver  gray  surfaces  display  warm 
golden  toning  and  frosty  cartwheel  lustre.  715 
Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  sec¬ 
ond  8  and  3  in  date.  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  scries. 
Probably  30  to  60  times  scarcer  than  a  perfect  date  1883. 


1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


IriluTlv  lie, III  Nit  Ids 

Guide  to  the  series:  Liberty  Head  nickels  were 
struck  for  circulation  from  1883-1912,  and  in  a 
special  limited  edition  for  collectors  (just  five 
pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
coins  in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint 
design  error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would 
become  very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in 
quantity.  Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available 
Liberty  nickels  as  a  result. 

Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  191 2-S,  al¬ 
though  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in  higher 
grades.  In  your  editor’s  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 925 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  We 
recently  bought  a  small  group  of  these,  and  as 
we  go  to  press  we  have  seven  pieces  in  stock. 

Buy  one  for . 325 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 325 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS).  Attractive  toning . 245 

1884  MS-63.  (PCGS) . 235 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive.  Rare  in  business 

strike  form.  We  bought  a  group  of  three(!),  sold 
two,  and  now  have  one.  Going!  Going!  Almost 
gone!  Buy  it  for: . 725 

1886  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarce . 325 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..245 
1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning . 259 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning  2 15 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . "...  145 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine.  .850 
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1894  MS-62.  Brilliant . 219 

1894  MS-60 . 179 

1895  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 153 

1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Scarce 

date . 350 

1900  MS-65.  Lustrous . 495 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Another  beauty.  . 185 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 49 5 
1909  Prool-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine.  575 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

golden  toning . 85 

1912  Liberty  nickel  hub  trial.  Deep  impression  of 

1912  obverse  die,  complete,  on  a  large,  thick 
copper  flan.  Possibly  unique . 995 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  A  superb 

specimen  exquisitely  struck.  A  find  for  just  365 

1912- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 525 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Guide  to  the  series:  Buffalo  nickels  are  very 
popular,  and  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  nice  in¬ 
ventory  of  them,  as  acquisition  opportunities 
present  themselves.  More  so  than  for  any  other  de¬ 
sign  of  this  denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking 
and  choosing  is  needed  by  our  buyers — Dave  Bow¬ 
ers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena — to  select 
nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  remarkably  beautiful  se¬ 
lection  beginning  with  multiple  specimens  of  the 
first  year  of  issue,  1913.  If  you  are  building  a  high 
quality  set  of  Buffalo  nickels,  make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters! 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  199 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 87 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  87 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  59 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

As  we  go  to  press  we  have  just  bought  a  very  nice  group 
of  1913Type  I  and  Type  II  Buffalo  nickels  of  all  mints.  This 
listing  gives  you  first  chance  at  pieces  you  can  use.  All  are  of 
splendid  quality.  You'll  be  delighted! 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 79 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (NGC) . 189 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-63  (PCGS). 
Attractive  light  toning.  A  beauty! . 850 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  began  issuing  Proof  coins  with 
matte  finish  with  the  gold  series  of  1908,  followed  by  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  in  1909  and  Buffalo  nickels  in  1913.  The  format, 
inspired  by  the  Paris  Mint’s  success  with  it,  was  never  popu¬ 
lar  with  American  numismatists,  most  of  whom  preferred 
the  traditional  “mirror”  or  “brilliant”  Proof  format.  While 
1,514  Matte  Proofs  were  struck  of  the  1913  Type  II  nickel, 
we  doubt  if  more  than  a  third  of  that  number  survive  today. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 280 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  10 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 10 
1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning . 365 

Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<t 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and 
somewhat  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but 
quite  unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few 
high-grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist 

will  really  appreciate  this  one! . 3,950 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen!.  Whenever  we  see  a  very 
nice  1913-S  Type  II  at  a  reasonable  price,  we 

buy  it! .  975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  gem.  What  a  selec¬ 
tion  we  have  in  this  issue!!! . 975 

1 9 1 3-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-60.  Ever  popular  rar¬ 
ity.  . 335 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-50 . 280 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  399 

1914- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 365 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..365 

1914-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 195 

1914-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 89 

1915  Gem  Matte  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  sur¬ 

faces.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  very  rare 
issue . 925 

Of  the  1 ,050  Matte  Proof  nickels  made  this  year,  we 
doubt  if  more  than  300  to  350  still  exist,  and  even  this  esti¬ 
mate  may  be  liberal. 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS) . 295 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 69 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS) . 98 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

Memorable  Gem  1916-D  5^ 

Among  Finest  Seen 


1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  brilliant.  One  of  the  nicest  quality  1 9 1 6-D 
Buffalo  nickels  we  have  ever  seen . 3,850 

Buffalo  nickels  are  unusual  among  circulating  denomi¬ 
nations  inasmuch  as  there  is  little  “field"  in  the  design.  The 
surface  is  in  high  relief  and  presents  an  almost  “sculptured” 
appearance.  The  artist  who  created  the  nickel,  James  Earle 
Fraser,  married  his  student,  the  talented  and  beautiful  Laura 
Gardin,  and  together  they  went  on  to  many  accomplishments 
including  the  highly-acclaimed  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollars  ( 1 926- 1 939). 


1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 
display  attractive  rose  toning  highlights.  ..499 
1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 199 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 530 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..329 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 

1917  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1 9 1 7- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  coin, 

highly  lustrous  and  frosty,  with  just  a  hint  of 
toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  find  at 
this  grade  level . 975 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  and  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive.  Very  elusive  so  nice . 699 

1917-S  EF-40  (PCI) . ! . 115 

1918/7-D  Overdate.  VG-8  (ANACS) . 539 

This  rare  variety  was  not  known  to  numismatists  until 
it  was  first  published  by  Syracuse,  New  York  dealer  Barney 
Bluestone  in  1931,  and  even  then  it  was  not  listed  in  stan¬ 
dard  references  for  a  long  time.  As  a  result,  virtually  all  slipped 
into  circulation  unnoticed. 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satin-like  surfaces. 

A  beauty!  In  terms  of  quality  this  will  challenge 
any  number  of  MS-65  coins! . 499 

1918  MS-63  (NGC) . 295 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 

Let  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  be  your  passport 
to  numismatic  enjoyment.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  we  really  enjoy  coins  and  our  business.  Our  “mission 
statement”  is  to  provide  quality  coins  to  knowledgeable  nu¬ 
mismatists  and  to  provide  a  service  and  value  that  keeps  our 
clients  with  us  for  their  entire  collecting  careers.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries:  there  is  a  difference. 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  dazzling,  lus¬ 
trous  gem!  . 1 ,950 

1920  MS-64 . 230 

1 920-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
deep  mint  frost.  Rarely  seen  in  Mint  State,  and 
even  less  often  in  the  quality  offered  here.  One 
of  the  dozens  of  new  Buffalo  nickel  purchases 

recently  added  to  our  inventory.  . 1,450 

1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 
with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

1 920-D  AU-55 . 280 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  for  the 
specialist . 3, 1 50 

Traditionally,  the  1924-S  is  one  of  the  very  last  speci¬ 
mens  to  be  acquired  for  a  quality  Mint  State  collection.  We 
have  never  had  a  group  of  these,  and  they  have  been  rare  for 
many  years.  Today  we  consider  ourselves  fortunate  if  we  can 
buy  two  or  three  nice  Mint  State  coins  per  year,  and  even  this 
goal  is  somewhat  ambitious. 

1924-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 


Page  16 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  I  1 


NICKEL  FIVE-LENT  PIECES 


1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  gem  recently  added  to  our  stock.  Far 
above  average  strike,  and  notable  as  such.  1 ,395 
Reverse  rotated  45'  to  the  right;  an  unusual  situation 
(but  we  have  not  increased  the  price  to  reflect  this — it  comes 
as  an  “extra  feature”). 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 
very  beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  (in  this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series.  We 
have  just  bought  two(!)  of  these,  and  offer 


you  one  for .  1,850 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  gorgeous  coin  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 550 

1927-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces . 285 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 


Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<t 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 
grade  level.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very 

finest  in  numismatic  hands . 5,495 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  very  pleas¬ 
ing.  We  bought  four(!)  of  these  little  beauties, 
and  we  expect  them  to  sell  right  away.  Buy  one 

for . 615 

1928-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 

1928- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 125 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine.  We  just  bought  a  little 
group  of  these  and  offer  you  one  for:  . 435 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We’ve  just  ac¬ 

quired  a  small  group  of  these  PCGS  coins,  too, 
and  offer  you  a  specimen  for: . 435 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem.  We’ve  just 

bought  a  nice  little  group  (seven  pieces)  and 

offer  you  one  for  just . 1 95 

The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1 934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem; 
one  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  issue.  1 ,595 


1 934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1  934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 240 

1 934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1 934- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1935  Mint  error:  clipped  planchet.  MS-60.  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 73 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 73 

1936- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  glittering  b  rilliant  gem 

with  delicate  toning . 895 

1 937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  only  two 
years  in  which  mirror  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  were 

struck . 850 

1937  Proof-64.  Light  golden  toning.  A  nice  coin 

for  a  high-grade  type  set . 875 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 


1937-D  3  Legged.  FT-45  (ANACS).  Always  a 

popular  variety. . 5 1 9 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40 . 485 

1937-D  3-Legged.  F-15 . 285 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  Recentlv 
a  small  group  of  these  was  found  and  encapsu¬ 
lated  by  NGC;  we  bought  12  pieces,  all  mar¬ 


velous  gems,  and  offer  you  one  for . 1 89 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

JHTmoii  IVirkHs 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Traditionally  the  key 

issue  in  the  series  in  Mint  State  preserva¬ 
tion .  39 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1 942-P  Type  II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  145 
1 942-P  Type  11.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  1 19 
1943/2  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


History  That  Never  Happened 

But  is  Happening  Now 


,.M  f  IS' 

•LECtH  i*T 


In  the  1 860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  Nashua, 
N.H.,  commissioned  the  New  England 
Bank  Note  Company,  Boston,  to  engrave 


for  it  five  handsome  plates  for  issues  of 
currency  $  1 ,  $2,  $5,  and  $  1 0  denomi¬ 
nations — the  most  popular  of  the  era. 
Because  of  circumstances  not 
recorded,  these  particular  notes 
were  never  issued.  Fast  forward 
to  over  a  century  later,  when 
these  long-hidden  steel  bank 
rf/7D  note  P^ates’  apparently  never 
used,  surfaced  and  were  ac¬ 
quired  by  Bowersand  MerenaGal- 
leries.  Today  the  original  plates 
form  a  nice  exhibit  in  our  office. 

Before  retiring  them  to  the  ex¬ 
hibit  we  had  some  sets  made  on 
high-quality,  wide-margin  paper, 
each  note  uniface  (as  originally  in¬ 
tended)  and  printed  separately.  The 
set  of  five  notes  has  designs  as  illustrated. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  these 
notes  were  never  issued  in  original  form, 
so  it  is  not  proper  to  call  these  “reprints.' 
Rather,  these  apparently  are  issued  for  the 
first  time.  Whatever,  they  certainly  consti¬ 
tute  a  very  attractive  and  collectible  set. 


We  offer  a  set  to  you  for  $29.95  or  buy  a  group  of  10  sets  for 
resale,  distribution  at  a  club  meeting,  etc.,  for  only  $179.95. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Mall  Dimes 

Guide  to  the  series:  Collecting  hah  dimes  by 
date  and  mintmark  is  a  pleasant  pursuit,  and  a 
number  of  our  clients  have  built  nice  displays  within 
this  specialty.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  selec¬ 
tion  on  hand,  although  high-quality  examples  of 
all  issues  are  scarce,  and  many  are  quite  rare.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  the  following  listing  is  one  of 
the  finest  you’ll  ever  see  anywhere!  Enjoy  the  op¬ 
portunity! 

There  are  two  important  reference  books  in  the 
half  dime  series.  Daniel  W.  Valentines  study,  United 
States  Half  Dimes,  describes  issues  from  1794-1837 
(“V”  numbers),  while  an  informative  volume  by  A1 
Blythe,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes,  is  useful  for  the  collector  of  later  issues. 


ries,  most  particularly  among  half  dollars. 

When  James  F.  Ruddy  was  writing  his  masterful 
Photograde  book  in  the  late  1960s  he  found  that  half  dimes 
ot  the  1796-1797  type  were  among  the  most  difficult  to  ac¬ 
quire  in  various  grades  for  photography. 

1797  V-l.  Rarity-6.  13  Stars.  VG-10.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  with  light  golden  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  Rare  in  all  grades.  One  of  three  different 
obverse  star  counts  for  this  date  (13,  15,  and 
16)  . 1,495 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Mint  endeavored  to  add 
obverse  stars  each  time  a  state  joined  the  Union.  Although 
this  logic  is  somewhat  flawed  (Vermont  joined  in  1791,  and 
no  14-stars  coins  were  made),  it  is  interesting  to  think  about. 
Kentucky  became  the  15th  state  and  Tennessee  the  16th,  af¬ 
ter  which,  presumably,  the  Mint  gave  up  the  idea  (if  they  had 
it  in  the  first  place)  and  reverted  to  13  stars  for  the  original 
colonies. 

Choice  1800  Half  dime 


Mint  State  1796  Half  Dime 


1796  Valentine-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (NGC).  A 
splendid  specimen,  brilliant  and  very  sharply 
struck,  the  latter  being  highly  unusual.  All  de¬ 
tails  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  on  the  obverse  and 
the  breast  feathers  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse 

are  needle  sharp!  . 15,900 

Famous  and  short-lived  design  with  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  and  Small  Eagle  reverse,  a  rare  type  in  most  other  se¬ 


Hoard  of  1846  Silver  Coins 

The  Numismatist,  December  1894,  re¬ 
lated  this: 

The  1846  dime  and  half-dime  are  con¬ 
sidered  rare  pieces:  only  3 1 ,300  ol  the  former 
and  27,000  of  the  latter  being  struck.  In 
good  condition  these  pieces  are  sold  usually 
at  from  $3.50  to  $5  respectively.  We  notice 
in  [Edouard]  Frossard’s  130th  sale  over  a 
hundred  of  these  dimes,  and  eleven  half 
dimes  in  Good  to  Fine  condition  are  of¬ 
fered. 

Some  early-day  numismatist  must  have 
taken  a  fancy  to  these  two  scarce  issues  and 
bought  all  he  or  she  could  find  over  a  period 
of  years. 


1800  V-l.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  A  choice  and  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  the  first  year  of  this  design  type.  Just  pur¬ 
chased.  One  of  hundreds  of  new  buys  offered 
in  this  issue . 3,795 

No  half  dimes  were  minted  with  dates  1798  or  1799. 
When  coinage  resumed  in  1 800,  the  reverse  was  changed  to 
use  the  Heraldic  Eagle  motif  introduced  elsewhere  in  coin¬ 
age  in  1798  (e.g.,  on  silver  dollars;  the  1795  $5  with  this 
reverse  is  believed  to  have  been  struck  in  1798  from  an  old 
obverse  die  still  on  hand  at  the  Mint). 

1 83 1  V-6.  Rarity  2.  MS-60.  Very  sharp  strike.  Bril¬ 
liant  with  delicate  toning . 325 

1 832  V-7.  Rarity-6  (per  Russell  Logan;  earlier  con¬ 
sidered  R-8).  AU-50  (PCGS).  Certainly  one  of 
the  finest  known  of  this  elusive  variety.  ....299 

1832  V-8.  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 235 


Superb  Prooflike  Gem  1833 


1833  V-l.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  superb  gem.  The  ob¬ 
verse  resembles  a  full  Proof  and  the  reverse  is 
frosty.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  toning.  One  of  the 
finest  half  dimes  of  this  era  to  survive . 4,985 

Possibly  struck  as  a  one-sided  Proof,  as  were  certain  coins 
of  this  era  (reference:  Breen’s  1977  study  of  Proof  coinage). 


The  rationale  is  that  the  side  of  the  coin  facing  upward  in  a 
coin  tray  would  be  the  Proof  side,  and  it  did  not  matter  if  the 
reverse  was  not  Proof.  One-sided  Proofs  are  most  often  en¬ 
countered  in  literature  relating  to  large  cents  of  the  1820s 
and  1830s. 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1835  V-7.  AU-50.  Most  original  lustre  is  still  vis¬ 
ible . 235 

1836  V-4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 235 

1 837  V-l .  Large  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  gun- 

metal-blue  and  golden  toning.  Last  year  of  the 
Capped  Bust  design . 595 

I Jlierlv  Ni'iilcil  Half  llimos 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  the  design . 1,950 

This  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1 836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  half  dime  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and  dimes, 
too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838-0)  and 
not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a  cameo-like 
aspect. 


1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant,  frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set . 695 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem 
specimen!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this 
one;  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 


tion .  2,450 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant. 

lustrous  gem . ~25 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 135 
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UNITER  STATUS  SILVER  (JOINS 


1840  With  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325 

1 844  V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched  date. 

Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  surfaces. 
An  outstanding  example . 2,095 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 

tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 695 

1847  MS-62.  Brilliant . 239 

1 84  MS-62  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned  around  the 
borders . 239 


Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 

seen . 3,250 

An  ideal  coin  for  the  numismatist  who  has  an  “  1 824  over 
various  dates"  halt  dollar  and  wants  a  halt-dime  equivalent! 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

silver  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine . 795 

1851-0  AU-50 . 195 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 
with-arrows  version  of  this  date!  . 1,895 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  later  coins  were  of  lighter  weight, 
enabling  them  to  circulate  effectively. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

Rare .  750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  little 
gem.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  695 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 

of  toning.  Struck  from  clashed  dies . 265 

1853-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  cousin . 950 

1854  Proof  Rarity 


1854  Arrows.  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  splendid  Proof 
specimen  of  this  rarity.  Brilliant  centers  change 
to  gunmetal-blue,  gray,  and  iridescent  toning 
at  the  borders.  A  highly  important  find  for  the 
half  dime  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  coin  col¬ 
lector . 6,950 

In  1854  sets  of  Proof  silver  coins  were  distributed  on  a 
limited  basis,  and  today  only  a  few  dozen  specimens  exist  of 
the  smaller  denominations.  (Proof  sets  were  first  generally 
sold  to  the  public  in  1858,  in  which  year  210  or  more  sets 
were  distributed.) 


1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lux 


trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
anywhere!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consid¬ 
erably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadel¬ 


phia  Mint  1 854  half  dime . 1 ,095 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 35 


QUALITY!  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and  you 
should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first  cost  is  your  last  cost,  too! 
Quality  never  goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  we  have  been  delivering  quality  coins  to  collectors,  deal¬ 
ers,  and  museums  ever  since  we  started  business  in  1953, 
and  in  the  process  have  built  what  is  probably  America’s  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership. 

1856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 

grade . 595 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1 857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Lustrous 
and  beautiful.  Consider  this  beauty  for  your 
type  set! . 1,650 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 650 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1858AU-55.  (ANACS) . 119 

1 858  Over  Inverted  Date.  AU-50 . 295 

The  engraver  at  the  Mint  first  punched  the  1858  date  logo¬ 
type  upside  down,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected  it.  How¬ 
ever,  much  of  the  error  (inverted  date)  is  still  sharply  visible. 
One  of  the  most  curious  errors  in  American  numismatics. 

Conventional  wisdom  (a  la  Walter  Breen)  has  it  that  James 
B.  Longacre  made  these  and  numerous  other  repunching  er¬ 
rors  of  the  era  (such  as  the  1 846  over  horizontal  6  half  dollar), 
but  as  Longacre  was  chief  engraver,  it  seems  more  likely  that 
the  chore  of  punching  dates  in  dies  fell  to  an  assistant. 

1859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 725 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony 
Paquet.  There  are  several  differences  in  the  obverse  design, 
most  notably  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slim¬ 
mer  than  usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 


Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 


Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 
One  of  100  Struck 


1860  Pollock-315,  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue. 
Obverse  of  59,  reverse  of  60.  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  classic,  highly  desired  and  quite  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above  average 
specimen  of  this  issue,  which  normally  is  very 
flatly  struck.  The  obverse  is  well-struck  on 
nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have  hollow  points;  a 
feature  of  the  1859  year,  and  additionally  used 
only  on  this  1  860-dated  transitional  half  dime, 


not  on  other  1860  pieces).  I  he  reverse  is  far 
above  average.  From  the  viewpoint  of  quality, 
this  piece  is  in  the  upper  1 0%  of  surviving  speci¬ 
mens . 7,250 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100 
of  these  were  struck.  I  his  is  sometimes  known  as  the  state¬ 
less"  half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UN  111. 1)  STATES 
Oh  AMERICA  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 

seen  of  this  elusive  variety.  . 1 ,750 

Wc  arc  not  100%  convinced  that  this  variety  is  an 
overdate.  A  “blob"  appears  at  the  final  1  in  the  date.  Perhaps 
someone  should  explore  this  issue  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
Wed  enjoy  reading  the  result. 

1861/0  AU-58.  Highly  lustrous . 325 

Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 

business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 3,195 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted  of  the  1863 
half  dime,  very  few  of  which  were  ever  released,  as  specie 
(coin)  payments  were  suspended  from  mid- 1862  until  the 
late  1870s.  Collectors  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1863  date- 
ordered  Proofs.  Business  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  ex¬ 
ist  today. 

1865-S  AU-55.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .419 
1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 


We  Get  Letters 

“Dear  Gail, 

“Yes,  I  love  the  1849/8/6  half  dime!  I 
like  the  strike  and  the  subtle  toning. 

“As  we  discussed  last  week,  I’d  like  to 
ask  you  to  remove  the  coin  from  its  slab. 
The  coin  is  enclosed.  I’ve  also  enclosed  two 
other  coins  which  I  bought  as  part  of  your 
Want  List  program  (rather  than  my  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program  account).  These 
are  1917-D  quarters,  one  Type  I,  the  other 
Type  II.  Would  you  please  remove  these 
two  coins  from  their  holders,  too? 

“In  the  case  of  the  quarters,  I  have — 
from  you — those  great  Kingswood  albums, 
and  it’ll  be  fun  to  have  those  quarters  in 
their  album. 

“As  1  look  over  the  Liberty  Seated  half¬ 
dimes,  the  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  and 
the  one  Capped  Bust  half-dime  which  you 
and  Beth  have  sent  me,  1  am  delighted  b\ 
the  coins’ quality.  The  results  of  your  knowl¬ 
edge  and  hard  work  really  are  evident. 

— M.H. 
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specimen  ot  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  halt  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored.  Among  old- 
time  numismatists,  F.C.C.  Boyd,  who  sold  his  silver  coins  at 
auction  via  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosofif  and  Abner 
kreisberg)  in  1945,  was  one  of  only  a  few  to  collect  both 
Proofs  and  business  strike  examples  of  a  given  date. 

1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 
a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 
issue  as  a  “type’’  coin.  Perhaps  we’ll  raise  our 
price  if  it  does  not  sell . 699 

Gem  1867  Rarity 


1867  MS-65  (PCGS).  Prooflike  obverse.  A  bril¬ 
liant  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest  dates  in 
the  series.  Obverse  from  clashed  dies,  reverse 
with  die  finish  lines.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  extant.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and 

specialist . 3,250 

1 867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breen’s  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,”  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297, 
which  reminds  us  to  urge  you  to  add  this  indispensable  vol¬ 
ume  to  your  library  if  you  haven’t  done  so  already;  we  have 
sold  over  10,000  copies  of  this  volume  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1988). 

Gem  Proof  1871  Half  Dime 


1871  Proof-66  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  iri¬ 


descent  toning.  Superb! . 2,600 

1871- S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  Gor¬ 
geous . 495 

Mintmark  above  bow,  as  always  on  1871-S. 

1872- S  Mintmark  below  wreath.  MS-60.  Bril¬ 
liant .  145 

1873- S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Quite  probably 

as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  minted! . 435 


Thus  concludes  a  really  remarkable  offering  of  half  dimes 
in  this  issue! 

Pimps 

Guide  to  the  series:  Dimes  have  always  been 
popular,  but  never  more  so  than  at  the  present  time. 
The  current  era  is  one  of  great  enlightenment  in 
numismatics,  and  a  generally  unheralded  fact  is  that 
more  high-quality  collections  are  being  formed 
today  in  1996  than  at  any  other  time  in  our  his¬ 
tory.  (Perhaps  we  should  expand  upon  this  in  an 
article  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.) 


We  were  one  of  the  first — perhaps  actually  the 
first — to  extol  connoisseurship  as  a  leading  precept 
in  serious  numismatic  acquisitions,  although  the 
concept  is  hardly  new  (in  fact,  the  gems  from  the 
J.M.  Clapp  Collection  that  passed  to  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  and  are  offered  by  us  in  our  current 
series  of  auction  sales  are  reflective  of  great  care  in 
purchasing).  Today  in  the  market,  much  comment 
in  the  popular  numismatic  press  has  to  do  with 
market  prices  and  seldom  with  market  quality.  Prices 
make  headlines.  However,  those  who  have  quietly 
pursued  quality  have  emerged  with  incredible  prof¬ 
its  after  their  collections  have  been  held  for  a  long 
period  of  time  and  then  sold  to  a  new  generation  of 
appreciative  buyers. 

Back  to  the  subject  at  hand: 

Early  dimes  1796-1837  are  described  with  “JR” 
numbers,  short  for  John  Reich  (an  early  engraver 
at  the  Mint),  as  described  in  the  excellent  book  Early 
United  States  Dimes  (1796-1837)  by  David  Davis 
and  his  co-authors.  The  specialist  in  later  dimes 
may  wish  to  acquire  other  useful  volumes  on  the 
series,  including  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David  W.  Lange).  Each 
of  these  contains  valuable  data  pertaining  to  strik¬ 
ing,  varieties,  rarity,  and  availability.  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
looms  large  over  this  and  other  series,  and  contains 
a  wealth  of  information. 


1821  John  Reich-9.  Rarity-2.  Small  date.  EF-45.  395 
Gem  1827  Dime 


1827  JR-12  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  some¬ 
what  prooflike  gem.  A  boldly  struck  specimen 
of  a  date  that  is  nearly  always  seen  in  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  grades . 3,450 

At  least  a  dozen  times  rare  in  this  grade  than  is  an  1835 
dime;  so  much  for  pricing  logic,  as  the  1835  sells  for  nearly 
as  much. 

1831  JR-5.AU-50 . 350 

1 831  JR-5.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 350 

1831  JR-5.  EF-40 . 175 

Gem  1835  Dime 


1835  JR- 1 .  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  frosty  gem 

that’s  sure  to  please . 2,450 

1835  JR-9.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 


Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  of¬ 
fered  in  this  issue  (although  we  have  made  spe¬ 
cific  note  of  only  a  few  of  them,  in  the  interest 
of  conserving  space) . 1 ,095 

EihtTly  Si'iilcil  Himes 

Gem  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1837  No  Stars.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of 
this  popular  issue . 3,650 

Flat-top  1  (Large  Date).  Obverse  struck  from  a  shat¬ 
tered  die,  and  quite  unusual  as  such. 

The  Liberty  Seated  motif  without  obverse  stars  was  used 
to  strike  1837  Philadelphia  Mint  and  1838-0  dimes  and 
half  dimes  only.  The  motif  was  adopted  from  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1 836. 

1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-45  (NGC).  Several  orders 
scarcer  than  the  1837  Philadelphia  Mint  ver¬ 
sion  of  this  design . 775 

First  year  of  operation  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

1838-0  No  Stars.  VF-20.  Scarce  and  always  popu¬ 
lar . 275 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  very 
sharply  struck,  and  highly  lustrous.  A  truly 
outstanding  early  Liberty  Seated  dime.  .  1 ,250 


Reminiscences 

The followingis from  a  long-time  Indiana 
client: 

“Dear  Dave, 

“It  was  nice  to  see  you  again  at  the 
convention.  I  appreciated  getting  to  share 
the  excitement  of  your  1794  Sheldon-48 
’Starred  Reverse’  large  cent. 

“I  have  just  enjoyed  reading  the  latest 
issue  of  your  Rare  Coin  Review.  This 
prompted  me  to  go  to  my  library  and  look 
through  some  of  the  early  issues.  I  came 
across  your  issue  No.  8,  the  advertisement 
on  page  25,  and  want  you  to  know  that 
your  comments  are  still  remembered.  I  am 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  invoice  you  sent  me 
for  the  beautiful  1  827  Capped  Bust  dime  1 
bought  from  you  then.  This  coin  is  a  valu¬ 
able  part  of  my  type  set  of  United  States 
coins. 

“As  you  know,  I  have  spent  many  years 
learning  about  coins  and  building  a  type 
set.  I  believe  I  am  far  along  in  building  a  set 
which  will  be  acknowledged  as  one  of  the 
finest  ever  assembled.  Your  dime  still  has 
its  place  among  all  of  the  other  carefully 
picked  coins.  With  my  best  to  you  until  we 
visit  again.” 
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Coin  Quiz 

Could  This  Be  True ? 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


b.  1 797  half  cent,  1  over  1  variety. 

c.  1922-D  Lincoln  cent. 

d.  1926-1)  Buffalo  nickel. 

5.  Anna  Witless  Williams,  who  modeled  for 
Mint  engraver  George  T.  Morgan  in  1877  and 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  obverse  of  silver 
dollars  minted  1878-1921,  was  in  real  life  a: 

a.  Circus  high-wire  aerialist. 

b.  Kindergarten  teacher. 

c.  Political  columnist  for  Harper's  Weekly. 

d.  Newport  (Rhode  Island)  society  belle. 


We  give  clues  concerning  various  true  numismatically 
related  situations  with  somewhat  improbable,  or  at  least  ob¬ 
scure,  answers.  If  you  are  a  trivia  buff  or  a  fan  of  Paul  Harvey’s 
“Rest  of  the  Story,”  this  quiz  is  right  up  your  alley.  How  many 
can  you  identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well. 
Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close 
to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct  and  we  stand  in  awe  of  your 
accomplishment! 

1 .  According  to  an  account  published  by  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby,  curiosity  seekers  were  kept  from  closely  approaching 
the  private  Machin’s  Mills  mint  by: 

*  a.  A  large  bull  tethered  near  the  front  door. 

b.  Armed  guards  in  bright  red  uniforms  with  gold  buttons. 

c.  A  palisade  fence  made  of  poplar. 

d.  A  watchman  wearing  a  hideous  mask. 

2 .  Francis  Worcester  Doughty,  a  well-known  name  among 
researchers  and  writers  in  the  large  cent  field,  was  recognized  as 
an  accomplished: 

a.  Professional  baseball  player  in  the  American  League. 

b.  Concert  violinist  with  the  New  York  Philharmonic  Or¬ 
chestra. 

c.  Hybridizer  of  cymbidium  orchids. 

d.  Writer  of  children’s  adventure  stories  and  film  scripts. 

3.  Augustus  G.  Heaton — artist,  poet,  and  designer  of  the 
50<f  commemorative  stamp  for  the  World’s  Columbian  Expo¬ 
sition — influenced  numismatics  greatly  with  his  treatise,  pub¬ 
lished  for  $1  in  1893,  on  this  subject: 

a.  Collecting  coins  by  mintmark  varieties. 

b.  Diecutting  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  circa  1792-1793. 

c.  Varieties  of  half  cents. 

d.  Refining  and  assaying  gold. 

4.  This  coin,  if  its  obverse  is  so  weakly  struck  that  a  certain 
detail  is  not  visible,  is  worth  dozens  of  times  more  than  its 


O.  A  popular  nickname  for  the  1844  Liberty 
Seated  10-cent  piece  is  the: 

a.  Orphan  Annie  dime. 

b.  Three  Errors  dime. 

c.  Skeezix  dime. 

d.  No-Drapery  dime. 

7 .  David  Rittenhouse,  scientist,  astronomer,  and  namesake  of 
the  Rittenhouse  Society,  is  numismatically  remembered  for  being: 

a.  Able  to  attribute  1 793- 1814  large  cents  at  sight  from  memory. 

b.  First  director  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

c.  The  first  to  catalogue  an  American  coin  collection  for  public 

auction  sale. 

d.  The  designer  of  the  1793  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar. 

8.  When  large  amounts  of  gold  bullion  became  available  for 
coinage  during  the  California  Gold  Rush,  there  were  bills  intro¬ 
duced  into  Congress  in  the  1 850s  proposing  that  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  be  supplanted  by  a  mint  in: 

a.  Placerville,  California. 

b.  Chicago. 

c.  Baker  City,  Oregon. 

d.  New  York  City. 

9.  Merchants  of  a  certain  city  wanted  coins  to  ship  to  the  Orient 
in  trade,  and  to  satisfy  this  specific  request  these  pieces  were  made: 

a.  1849  Mormon  (Salt  Lake  City)  $20  gold  coins. 

b.  1859-S  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars. 

c.  1 885-CC  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

d.  1849  Braided  Hair  half  cents. 

.  A  well-worn  specimen  of  this  coin  can  be  bought  for  $  1 0 
to  $20,  or  even  less,  but  an  MS-65  coin  is  worth  tens  of  thousands 
of  dollars: 

a.  1901  Morgan  silver  dollar. 

b.  1912-S  Liberty  Head  nickel. 

c.  1955  Doubled  Die  Lincoln  cent. 

d.  1787  Connecticut  copper  with  small  head  facing  right. 
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sharply  struck  counterpart: 

a.  1891-0  Morgan  silver  dollar 
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18aSO  AL'-^O.  A  kev  date  in  this  grade.  Very  tew 
equivalent  pieces  exist.  A  prize  opportunity  tor 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 1,295 

Notable  1846  Dime 

1846  AU-53  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
exceedingly  important  date.  Seldom  offered 
above  VF  grade.  You  can  search  for  a  year  and 
not  find  another  AU  1 846  dime  of  this  quality, 
if  indeed  if  you  can  find  an  AU  coin  at  all.  Of¬ 
ten  years  will  elapse  between  our  having  speci¬ 
mens  in  stock . 2,395 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deep  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series.  NGC  was  a 
bit  conservative,  in  our  opinion,  on  this  one, 
and  we  believe  it  could  pass  muster  as  MS-64. 
In  any  event,  it  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
owned . 2,450 

The  1853  No  Arrows  dime  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is  quite 
probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the  melting 
pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February  21,1 853 
(which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time  they 
were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value). 

1 854  Arrows.  AU-58 . 169 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice!  Much 
rarer  in  this  grade  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 1,795 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 
New  Orleans  issue . 2,295 

New  Orleans  coins  of  this  era  were  not  saved  by  numis¬ 
matists,  nor  did  even  the  Mint  Collection  curator  aspire  to 
obtain  one  example  of  each  denomination  each  year.  Empha¬ 
sis  was  on  the  date  of  a  coin,  and  whether  it  had  a  mintmark 
was  not  important.  The  situation  changed — but  slowly — 


alter  1893  when  Augustus  G.  Heaton  published  his  Treatise 
on  Mint  Marks,  which  presented  a  list  of  reasons  (“Causes  of 
Att  ractiveness,  he  called  them)  why  collecting  mintmarked 
coins  was  a  worthwhile  pursuit. 

1  he  first  significant  collection  of  mintmarked  coins  to 
be  auctioned  was  that  of  William  Friesner,  which  crossed  the 
block  in  1894. 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 1,450 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 995 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  this  coinage  went  to  the 
Orient  and  was  melted. 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 
Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed 
in  this  issue.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur _ 795 

Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10<f 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,150 

Gem  1873-S  Arrows  Dime 


1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
Combined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high 
grade,  rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  The  specialist 
and  connoisseur  will  find  this  superb  piece  to  be 
a  highlight  in  his  or  her  collection . 3,495 

In  this  grade  the  1 873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

1874  Arrows.  AU-53 . 350 

1875-S  Mintmark  below  bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1877-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1880  Proof-50.  Rare  date . 325 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far 
rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1 ,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1 ,095 

Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heaton’s  aforementioned  treatise,  Mint  Marks,  in  1 893).  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  few  1886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By 
way  of  contrast,  the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint 


dime  was  6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of 
business  strikes  was  thus  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1886- 
S,  thus  increasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition 
the  886  Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors.  As  can  be 
seen,  the  availability  of  an  1886-S  in  high  grade  as  here  of¬ 
fered  is  a  very  special  occasion. 

1887  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  time 
listed .  1,650 

1889  MS-63.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 350 

1889- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695 

The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 

1 890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235 

1890- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 

somewhat  prooflike . : . 695 

1891  AU-58.  Brilliant . 85 

1891- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1860. 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

Barber  Himes 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

golden  toning.  First  year  of  the  type . 695 

In  1892  America  was  preoccupied  with  news  of  the 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Chi¬ 
cago  to  celebrate  the  1492-1892  anniversary  of  the  great 
explorer’s  “discovery”  of  America,  and  virtually  no  attention 
was  paid  to  the  new  Barber  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar 
designs.  This  had  an  interesting  and  converse  numismatic 
effect  inasmuch  as  unlike  typical  fi rst-year-of- issue  coins  (e.g, 
1883  Liberty  Head  nickel,  1909  Lincoln  cent,  1916  Mer¬ 
cury  dime)  there  was  no  significant  public  saving  of  the  new 
silver  coins. 

Collecting  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  is  a 
fairly  straightforward  proposition  in  that  just  one  of  each 
date  and  mintmark  is  required.  There  are  some  varieties 
such  as  repunched  mintmarks,  but  it  has  been  our  experi¬ 
ence  that  these  are  not  widely  sought  after.  To  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  the  first  person  to  take  a  strong  interest  in  Barber 
mintmark  repunching  and  position  differences  was  Detroit 
numismatist  Howard  Rounds  Newcomb,  best  remembered 
today  for  his  unrelated  1 944  study  of  late  date  ( 1 8 1 6- 1 857) 
large  cents. 

1893-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck;  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  specimen . 1,595 

1894  Proof-64.  A  light  gold  iridescent  gem.  Es¬ 

pecially  desirable  year  as  related  business 
strikes  are  scarce .  795 

1 895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant,  frosty  gem 
of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years  will 
elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  business 


strike  in  stock . 1,995 

1895-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52S 


On  the  right  of  the  obverse,  hidden  in  the  letters  RICA, 
is  the  most  complex,  most  extensive  lint  mark  we  have  ever 
seen  on  a  U.S.  silver  coin  (if you  are  interested  in  seeing  it  for 
research  or  curiosity  reasons  and  are  not  a  potential  buyer, 
just  ask  Gail  to  send  it  on  a  round  trip  for  your  inspection, 
your  only  cost  being  postage). 

This  lint  mark  was  caused  by  a  thread  or  hair  falling  on 
the  die  and  being  impressed  into  the  surface  of  the  coin. 
Chances  are  good  that  the  fuzz  ball  remained  on  the  die,  and 
evidence  of  it  can  be  seen  on  other  1 895-S  dimes. 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 
this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 695 


Bowers  and  Merena 
Mission  Statement 

When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are  here  to 
help  you  build  a  numismatic  collection 
that  will  contain  attractive  rare  coins,  priced 
to  be  excellent  values,  a  collection  you  can 
be  very  proud  to  own  and  display.  We 
invite  you  to  order  from  our  catalogues,  or 
send  us  your  personal  want  list  for  our 
prompt  attention. 

When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchases  of  collections  as  well  as  the  show¬ 
casing  of  your  important  coins  or  collec¬ 
tion  in  our  award-winning  auctions.  (An 
auction  brochure  is  yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions:  Weendeavor  to  treat 
you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated. 
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Gem  1 896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You'll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 
one!  . 2,950 


Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  A  deeply 
frosty  coin;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 
beauty. . 2,950 

1901- S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike. 

An  exceptionally  sharp  strike.  One  of  the  great 
highlights  in  the  Barber  dime  series,  this  splen¬ 
did  coin  can  be  yours  for  only . 1 ,950 

This  coin  prompts  us  to  suggest  that  you  investigate  the 
market  for  Barber  dimes  at  the  MS-63  level.  If  carefully  se¬ 
lected  for  quality — as  we  do  when  we  buy — you  will  be  able 
to  form  a  spectacular  collection  for  a  small  fraction  of  the 
cost  of  MS-65  coins. 

1902- 0  MS-60 . 365 

1903  AU-55 . 69 

1903- S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  rare  in 

this  grade.  Another  prize  coin  lor  the  Barber 
dime  specialist. . 1,850 

Gem  1904-S  Dime 


1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  brilliant  and 
lustrous  gem  with  delicate  peripheral  toning. 
This  beauty  has  it  all.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  assembling  a  high-grade  set  of  Barber 
dimes . 2,795 

1904- S  AU-55.  Brilliant.  A  key  Barber  dime;  tra¬ 

ditionally  one  of  the  last  to  be  acquired  for  a 
specialized  set . 595 

1905- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1906- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  first  year 

of  Denver  Mint  coinage . 350 

1906- S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1907- S  AU-50 . 105 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  date.  AU-58.  .  1 45 

1908- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 279 

1909- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  ma¬ 
genta  toning.  A  great  strike.  Quite  difficult  to 


locate  at  the  Mint  State  level . 525 

1909-S  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 165 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 

Assembling  a  date  set  of  Proof  Barber  dimes — one  of 
each  year  from  1892  to  1915 — is  an  enjoyable  exercise.  At 
the  gem  level  relatively  few  survive,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  more 
than  1 00  to  200  sets  could  be  formed  if  everyone  started 
doing  it  at  once. 

Capital  Plastics  (of  Massilon,  Ohio),  the  firm  that  cus¬ 
tom  makes  our  “Kingswood”  plastic  display  holders,  fills 
special  requests  and  would  be  worth  considering  to  make  a 


holder  for  your  Proof  Barber  dime  set. 

1910  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795 

191  1  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1 10 

191 1-D  AU-55 . 65 

191  1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

191 2  AU-55  (NGC) . 65 

1914  MS-63.  Lustrous . 155 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

1914  MS-60.  Lustrous . 99 

1915  AU-55 . 65 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 . 5l) 


Mm  nrv  Dimes 

Guide  to  the  series:  Designed  by  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  noted  sculptor  who  also  produced  the 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  this  series  has  been 
popular  from  the  early  days  onward.  The  new  sil¬ 
ver  designs  of  1916 — the  “Mercury”  dime,  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry. 

If  Mercury  dimes  are  your  specialty,  call  upon  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  for  the  quality  you  desire. 
1916  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 1 19 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
From  a  small  group  of  these  put  away  at  the 
time  of  issue,  most  of  which  have  already  been 
sold.  As  we  go  to  press  we  have  eight  coins  re¬ 


maining.  Buy  a  sparkling  gem  for  only . 58 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 52 

1916-D  Mercury.  VG-10.  Light  lilac  toning.  Very 

nice.  Key  variety  in  the  series . 895 

1916- D  VG-8  (PCGS).  Silver-gray  surfaces.  .750 

1917  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1917- D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 475 

191 7-D  MS-63  FB.  A  splendid  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  find.  ..  770 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


Instant  Delivery! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just 
$10  on  orders  under  $500;  FRE1E  above 
that  amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 


1917- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  full  b.md 

status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1 ,350 

1918  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 

1918  Mercury  dime  VF.  Mint  error  20%  off  cen¬ 
ter . 89 

191 8- 1 4  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 


1919-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 
superb  quality. . 2,015 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes 
you’ll  find  anywhere . 725 

1919-D  AU-53 . 85 

1919- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning.  Very  difficult  to  find  in  this 
quality.  . 1,285 

1920  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty. . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 995 

1921  AU-58  (ANACS) . 895 


Blazing  Gem  192 1-D  Dime 


1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Nearly  full  bands.  A  bril¬ 
liant,  very  frosty  and  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  highly-prized  low-mintage  Mercury 
dime.  You  will  have  to  look  a  long  time  to  find 


its  equal . 3,050 

1921-D  EF-40 . 549 

1923  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 


1923-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  brilliant 
with  a  generous  quotient  of  blazing  lustre.  1 ,650 
1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  gem. 
Seldom  seen  at  this  grade  level.  Another  prize 


for  the  discriminating  buyer . 1 ,650 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1923-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 125 

1923-S  AU-50 . 89 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10C 


1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands  (NGC).  A  superb 
specimen  of  this  niintmark  variety.  We  have 

never  owned  a  nicer  one! . 3,295 

1924-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  golden  toning . 495 
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192-4-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924- S  MS-62  I  B  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,415 

1926  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 525 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.295 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  o( 
the  prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade 
level .  1,875 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  cameo  with 

delicate  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series . 1,595 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  equality. . 1,150 

1927-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Lightly  variegated 
golden  toning . 695 

1927- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1928- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 525 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1929- D  MS-65 . 78 

1929-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 65 

1929-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

We've  always  liked  the  1931-D  dime,  and  over  a  period 
of  years  we’ve  always  made  it  a  point  to  add  gems  to  our 
inventory  as  we  find  them,  which  is  usually  one  at  a  time, 
although  we  recall  with  fondness  a  roll  of  50  pieces  we  once 
bought  and  sold  to  M.J.C.,  an  Indiana  client.  We’d  love  to 


have  them  back! 

1931-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1931-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  .79 

1934-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 799 

This  is  the  first  Proof  dime  issued  since  1915  and  is  the 


lowest  mintage  (4,139  pieces)  issue  among  Proof  dimes  of 
the  Mercury  type.  It  is  a  little  known  fact  that  during  the 
1936-1942  era  Proof  coins  could  be  ordered  individually  as 
well  as  in  sets.  This  accounts  for  different  mintages  among 


the  various  denominations  of  a  given  date. 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1937  Proof-64.  Delicate  toning . 295 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 129 

1937- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1938  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1 938-  D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1 938- 1 )  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 
toning . 295 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1 939-  D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1939-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 


1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1940  MS-63 . 10 

1940-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1940-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 28 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 44 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1941  -D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1942/1  AU-50.  Quite  rare  today  in  AU  preserva¬ 
tion . 465 


1942/1  overdate  dimes  were  the  sensation  of  the  rare 
coin  market  in  1943,  the  year  after  they  were  struck,  and 
those  who  handled  money  in  the  New  York  City  area — where 
most  were  released,  although  some  surfaced  in  Phoenix,  Ari¬ 
zona — had  a  field  day  picking  pieces  out  of  change.  One 
subway  token  seller  became  so  fascinated  that  he  left  that 
avocation  and  became  a  professional  numismatist. 

1 942/ 1  -D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 
1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 549 

The  Denver  Mint  overdate  is  much  rarer  than  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  version  as  it  is  not  as  well  defined  and  was  not 
recognized  until  Delma  K.  Romines  identified  the  first  speci¬ 
men  in  1962.  Most  are  well  worn,  although  about  25  years 


ago  we  had  a  group  of  four  gems. 

1942/1  -D  EF-40  (PCGS) . 549 

1 942/ 1  -D  VF-30  (ANACS) . 345 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

Last  Proof  issue  in  the  Mercury  dime  series. 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1942- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1943- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Brilliant . 7 

1944  I)  Ms  66  FB  (P< X  ,S).  Brilliant . 59 

1944- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 14 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1 944-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden 

toning . 32 


1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 
several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 
selling  fast.  As  we  go  to  press  we  have  just  19 


coins  left!  Buy  one  for: . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . .' . 8 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this 

special  price! . 16 

1945-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 13 

1945-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63 . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 224 


1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  grade  is 
MS-65,  especially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed 
in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces, 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no  overdates 


or  Micro  S).  Put  away  years  ago . 1,295 

Him, swell  Himes 

1949-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue . 29 

1 950  Proof-64  (PCGS)  Mottled  delicate  toning.  25 

1952  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 32 

1954  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 15 


DID  YOU  KNOW??? 

Strange  but  True! 


•  If  you  can  t  shoot  ’em,  spend  ’em:  In 
colonial  Massachusetts,  musket  balls  and 
bushels  of  corn  were  among  the  items  used 
for  mediums  of  exchange  in  commerce. 

•  When  the  government  gets  involved: 
Speaking  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  late  1780s 
this  state  set  up  its  own  mint  to  coin  copper 
half  cents  and  cents,  but  closed  it  in  1789 
when  it  was  learned  that  each  coin  cost  twice 
face  value  to  produce. 

•  The  last  large  copper  cent  was  not 
made  in  1857:  It  was  made  in  1868,  or  nine 
years  after  the  series  was  officially  discon¬ 
tinued.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  off  a 
dozen  or  two  1868  large  cents  as  delicacies 
for  numismatists. 

•  In  the  1840s  Robert  Gilmor  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland,  had  the  largest  and  most 
complete  collection  of  United  States  coins  in 
existence.  However,  today  just  one  coin — a 
1787  gold  Brasher  doubloon — can  be  spe¬ 
cifically  pedigreed  to  his  cabinet  (informa¬ 


tion  from  Joel  Orosz). 

•  No  one  knows  how  many  1870-S 
Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  were  minted, 
for  the  Mint  forgot  to  keep  track  of  them. 
Probably  the  number  was  a  couple  hun¬ 
dred  or  so.  Fewer  than  a  dozen  are  known 
to  exist  today. 

•  William  H.  Woodin,  secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  first  term  of  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  was  an  avid  numismatist  with 
specialties  in  gold  coins  and  patterns. 

•  The  biggest  “coin  dealer’  in  1858 
was  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

•  No  copper  coins  were  minted  in  the 
West  until  the  1908-S  cent  was  struck,  for 
in  the  19th  century  copper  coins  did  not 
actively  circulate  in  the  West  Coast.  In  San 
Francisco  in  1855,  $50  gold  coins  were 
more  plentiful  than  copper  one-cent  pieces! 

•  The  ultimate  rarity:  Although  700 
examples  of  the  1 873-S  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
were  struck,  no  examples  are  known  today. 
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21 H  Piters 

1875-CC.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 610 

1875-CC  AU-50 . 565 

18"5-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 
delicate  toning.  An  exceptionally  well-struck 

piece . 975 

1875-S  AU-50 . 295 

Gem  Proof  1 876  20<t 


1876  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Light  heather  toning 
over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men,  and  rare  as  such . 5,950 

The  twenty-cent  denomination  was  primarily  intended 
to  facilitate  change  making  in  transactions  in  the  West,  where 
nickel  five-cent  pieces  did  not  circulate.  In  1875  over  a  mil¬ 
lion  business  strikes  were  made  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
and  a  far  lesser  number  at  Carson  City,  plus  even  fewer  at 
Philadelphia.  Fewer  still  were  struck  in  1876  (at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Carson  City  mints  only),  and  in  !  877  and  1 878 
production  was  limited  to  Proofs  for  collectors. 

Proofs  were  made  ot  all  years  1875  through  1878  and 
sold  as  part  of  silver  Proof  sets.  Few  collectors  specialized  in 
twenty-cent  pieces,  and  as  sets  were  broken  up  to  add  coins 
to  denomination  collections,  many  specimens  of  this  unusual 
denomination  were  spent.  Today,  relatively  few  Proof  twenty- 
cent  pieces  survive  at  the  gem  level. 

Splendid  Proof  1876  20<f 
1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an 
eye  for  quality,  you’ll  like  this  one!  Ideal  for  a 
type  set . 2,450 

Gem  1876  20 <f 

1876  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  low  mintage  is¬ 
sue.  A  gem  of  the  first  quality,  this  rarity  will 
delight  the  connoisseur.  Years c an  pass  between 
the  offering  of  such  a  beautiful  coin.  Gem  Proofs 
of  this  year  are  scarce ,  but  gem  business  strikes 

are  very  rare . 2,795 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 575 

Gem  Proof  1878  20<f  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  at  either 
the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very  desirable 
as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date  and  also  as  the 
last  year  of  this  short-lived  series . 3,250 


Qnailor  Hollars 

Guide  to  the  series:  As  a  general  rule,  quarter 
dollars  of  the  19th  century  are  scarcer  than  con¬ 
temporary  dimes  and  half  dollars.  Forming  a  col¬ 
lection  of  a  specialty  is  a  fascinating  challenge. 

Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796-1838  years  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United 
States  1796-1838,  by  A.W.  Browning  (“B”  num¬ 
bers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Collectors  of  later 
quarters  will  find  such  titles  as  Larry  Briggs  excel¬ 
lent  study  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Barber  Quarters  (David  Lawrence),  and 
Standing  Liberty  Quarters  (J.H.  Cline)  to  be  a  de¬ 
sirable  adjunct  to  their  numismatic  pursuit. 

For  your  selection:  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  we  offer  a  wide  selection  of  types  and  vari¬ 
eties  among  which  are  many  new  purchases. 

l)iiilM‘tl  llitsl  lliiarlm 

1804  Browning- 1.  Rarity-3.  VG-10.  Light  lilac 
and  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

key  issue . 1,395 

1806/5  B-l.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 350 

The  overdate  on  this  variety  is  particularly  well  defined, 
with  the  undertype  5  boldly  visible. 

1818  B-2.  VF-30.  Capped  Bust  type  as  introduced 

in  1815 . 365 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-3.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 725 

1818  B-3.  VG-10 . 79 

1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gold  and  gray  toning.  695 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-5.  Rarity-4.  F-15 . 195 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-l 0.  EF-40 . "25 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1820  Browning-4,  Breen-3902.  EF-40  (ANACS). 


Quality  is  important... 

If  you  want  beautiful  coins,  make  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquar¬ 
ters  for  quality  pieces,  hand-picked  for 
their  attractiveness — and  at  prices  you’ll 
find  to  be  very  competitive  (when  checking 
prices,  check  for  comparable  quality,  too; 
for  comparisons  of  price  alone  are  mean¬ 
ingless).  For  many  years  we  have  been 
supplying  high-quality  coins  to  our  clien¬ 
tele — which  includes  just  about  every  lead¬ 
ing  numismatist  and  museum.  Whether 
began  collecting  coins  last  month,  or  have 
been  collecting  for  decades,  you'll  appreci¬ 
ate  the  attention  that  our  buyers — Dave 
Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena — give  to  QUALI  IT. 


Pleasing  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  .825 

1820  B-5.  R.uity-5.  F-12 . .....265 

1 82 1  B- 1 .  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1822  B-l .  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray,  golden,  and 
iridescent  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  ..875 

1 825  B- 1 .  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-l.  EF-45.  Some  1  ustre  remains  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas . 850 

1 828  B- 1 .  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 250 

1828  B-3.  Rarity-4.  25  over  50C  error  reverse 
die.  VF-35.  Attractive  light  toning . 1,095 

1  his  identical  reverse  die  was  used  to  coin  certain  1 822 
quarter  dollars.  The  engraver  thought  he  was  working  on  a 
half  dollar,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  read  25C. 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 75 

Remarkable  Proof  1831  25<t 


1831  B-5.  Rarity-3.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  specimen  with  light  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing  over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  vety  pleas¬ 
ing  coin  from  both  a  technical  and  an  aesthetic 
viewpoint.  Further  important  as  the  first  year 
of  the  reduced-diameter  Capped  Bust  design. 
One  of  the  finest  specimens  of  just  a  few  known 
to  exist . 1  8,500 

Proofs  of  this  era  were  not  generally  sold  to  numismatists. 
Coin  collecting  in  America  was  not  yet  organized,  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  (in  1 838)  was  still  several  years  away, 
and  Proofs  such  as  this  1831  were  made  only  on  infrequent 
occasions  for  presentation  or  other  special  purposes. 

1832  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-58.  Lustrous,  frosty  sur¬ 

faces  with  iridescent  toning  around  the  rims. 
Gorgeous!  Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  pur¬ 
chases  in  this  issue . 725 

1 836  B-2.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Attractively  toned.  265 

1838  B-L  AU-50 . 495 

hilxTlv  Sealed  Hiiarlm 

Brilliant,  Choice  1839  25« 

Without  Drapery 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  If  you  are  forming  a  high 
quality  type  set,  consider  this  beauty.  It  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  stock.  Quality 
such  as  this  is  very  hard  to  find! . 3,650 
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The  Discovery  of  the 

1821  Browning-6 
Quarter 

by  Aram  H.  Haroutunian 


A  few  years  ago  we  published  Walter  Breen 's  revision  to  the 
1 925  Browning  book  on  quarter  dollars  titledThe  Early  Quar¬ 
ter  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  1 796- 1 838,  with  editing  done 
by  Michael  H odder  and  Dave  Bowers.  On  page  87  was  a  new 
variety  listed  as  'B-6,  "of which  two  specimens  are  known  to  exist, 
both  cherry  picked  by  Aram  Haroutunian.  An  illustration  of  this 
is  given  below. 

Recently,  Aram  Haroutunian  provided  the  following  remi¬ 
niscence  which  shoidd  inspire  our  readers  to  do 
some  looking  on  their  own: 


in 


it 


1W 


I  collected  coins  as  a  child. 

When  I  went  into  the  Service  I 
sold  the  collection  to  a  dealer. 

That  was  my  early  experience  with 
coins. 

In  1983,  my  interest  in  coins 
was  reawakened  by  the  discovery  of 
the  1983  doubled  die  reverse  Lin¬ 
coln  cent.  I  bought  three  rolls  of 
Uncirculated  1983  Lincolns, 
opened  them  up,  and  found  three 
previously  unknown  obverse 
doubled  dies.  I  showed  them  to  a  spe¬ 
cialist  in  errors  who  confirmed  that 
they  were,  indeed,  hub-doubled  die 
cents.  He  took  them  to  the  Errorama 
Show  in  1984.  When  I  saw  the  July 
1  1,  1984  issue  of  Coin  World,  there 
were  blowups  ol  my  discovery  pieces  in 
the  Collectors  Clearing  House.  It  s  hard 
to  describe  the  feeling  of  excitement, 
joy,  ecstasy,  when  I  saw  those  pictures. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  I  was  hooked,  and  that  my  return  to  coin 
collecting  was  permanent. 

In  1 983,  I  decided  to  try  to  build  a  complete  set  of  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  Quarters  with  full  heads,  or  as  close  thereto  as 
possible.  It  took  years,  but  by  1989  or  so  I  had  pretty  much 
completed  the  set. 

In  June,  1  987,  at  the  Long  Beach  Coin  and  Stamp  Expo¬ 
sition,  I  purchased  my  first  Capped  Bust  quarter.  It  was  a  nice, 
cleaned,  fine  1828  (which  I  later  discovered  was  a  Brown¬ 
ing-4,  Rarity-4,  now  listed  as  Rarity-3).  And  1  discovered 
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something  new.  The  early  quarters  from 
1 796  through  1 838  are  fun  to  collect,  and  the 
condition  of  the  coin  is  absolutely  secondary 
to  the  rarity.  At  least,  to  me. 

1  his  began  my  journey  into  early  quarters. 
At  first,  I  collected  only  the  Capped  Bust  se¬ 
ries;  the  earlier  ones  were  too  expensive.  But, 
eventually,  I  expanded  to  the  entire  1796 
through  1838  series. 

What  makes  these  coins  so  intriguing,  I 
think,  is  that  each  die  was  put  together  so  that 
each  die  is  identifiable  and  is  more  or  less  rare 
than  the  rest  of  the  dies  in  any  given  year. 
And  the  25-cent  piece  was  a  workhorse  coin 
during  the  early  part  of  America’s  history. 

The  second,  and  perhaps  most  attractive 
feature  of  this  series,  involves  the  mintages. 
1  he  1796  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  had  a 
total  mintage  of  only  6,146  coins.  From  1804  through  1807, 
a  total  of  just  over  one  half  million  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic 
Eagle  quarters  were  minted.  Between  1815  and  1 828,  just  over 
one  and  one  quarter  million  Capped  Bust  quarters  were  issued. 
From  1831  through  1838,  the  mint’s  output  of  reduced  di¬ 
ameter  Bust  quarters  totaled  just  over  four  million.  So,  dur¬ 
ing  this  period  of  42  or  so  years,  when  the  country  was  grow- 
and  the  25^  piece  was  one  of  the  most  used  coins  in  ev¬ 
eryday  commerece,  the  total  output  of  the  U.S. 
Mint  was  just  over  six  million. 

The  third  major  reason  to  collect  these  coins 
involves  aesthetics.  I  have  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  coins  ever  made,  in  Fair/ About  Good 
condition.  The  colors  of  these  early  quarters 
range  from  gorgeous  blues  and  lavenders  to 
warm  oranges  to  subtle  greens  to  every  hue 
imaginable.  They  cry,  “Antique!”  They  shout, 
“History!”  Unlike  many  series  of  United  States 
coins,  these  classics  of  our  history  were  works 
of  art  to  be  treasured  and  admired. 

I  had  been  attending  coin  shows  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  buying  Capped  Bust  quarters 
whenever  possible.  At  one  of  the  Long  Beach 
shows  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  and 
buy  the  Durst  reprint  of  The  Early  Quarter 
of  the  United  States  1796-1838,  by  A.W. 
Browning.  Then  I  really  got  lucky  when  I 
found  the  Variety  Indentification  Manual 
for  United  States  Quarter  Dollars  1796- 
1838,  by  J ules  Reiver.  Now  the  collecting 
got  serious.  Now  the  collecting  was  fun 
and  a  major  challenge.  Of  the  now  known 
95  varieties,  I  am  at  85  and  holding.  Rather  I’m  hunting. 

On  June  2,  1988,  a  fateful  day  for  me,  I  bought  an  1821 
Capped  Bust  quarter.  It  was  a  little  dark  on  the  reverse,  but  had 
really  nice  blue  toning  around  the  periphery  of  the  obverse.  It 
was  a  nice  Very  Fine  which  came  with  an  ANACS  certificate 
which  graded  the  coin  as  Fine- 12.  Hmmm.  I  then  read  the  back 
of  the  certificate.  One  grader  had  graded  it  a  VF-20,  the  others 
a  Fine- 12.  Hmmm.  “Must  have  been  the  scruffy  looking  re¬ 
verse,”  I  thought.  “Or  maybe  there  is  some  damage.  Did  some¬ 
thing  flatten  the  dot  after  the  C?  Hmmm.  What  a  huge  dot!” 

Later  I  got  out  the  Reiver  manual  and  set  to  work  to  find  out 
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what  variety  this  was.  It  was  a  Browning- 1  and  -2  obverse.  I  he  reverse 
was  like  the  Browning-4.  “But  wait  a  minute,”  1  thought.  “The  third 
leal  left  of  25C.  is  supposed  to  be  connected  to  the  dentils  by  two  di¬ 
verging  lines,  not  one  long  straight  line.  And  the  ‘I’  in  ‘Pluribus’  is  defi¬ 
nitely  between  the  'A'  and  ‘  F  in  'STATES,'  not  under  the  left  side,  as 
in  Browning-4.  And  not  mention  of  the  huge  dot  just  opposite  the 
opening  in  'C.'  Hmmm!”  1  printed  in  my  manual,  “ATTRIBUTION 
UNCERTAIN.” 

At  subsequent  shows  I  showed  this  coin  to  several  dealers  who  were 
experts  with  this  series.  None  had  seen  this  reverse  before.  A  new  and 
previously  unreported  reverse  165+  years  old?  Hmmm.  I  carefully  read 
and  re-read  eveiy  description  of  every  reverse  die  in  both  Browning  and 
Reiver.  No  hint  of  a  huge  dot.  Maybe  this  was  a  fantasy  or  counterfeit 
muled  with  a  fantasy  reverse?  I  decided  that  I  would  need  to  find  an¬ 
other  example  to  verify  what  I  had  found.  The  subsequent  search  took 
two  and  one  half  years. 

I  was  in  Pasadena,  California  for  the  Golden  State  Show.  It  was 
Friday,  January  25,  1991.  I  had  brought  my  mystery  coin  with  me. 
Walter  Breen  was  at  the  show.  I  had  heard  that  he  was  in  the  process 
of  writing  an  update  of  the  Browning  reference.  I  showed  him  the  coin. 
He  said  that  he  would  need  to  compare  the  piece  to  Browning’s  pho¬ 
tographic  plates,  and  that  he  would  be  at  the  Long  Beach,  California 
show  two  weeks  later,  and  asked  me  to  bring  it  to  him  then. 

Nearby,  Michael  Aron  had  a  table.  Inside  his  case  was  a  small  sign 
advertising  170  Capped  Bust  quarters  for  sale.  170!?  That  was  the  larg¬ 
est  number  of  these  coins  I  had  ever  seen  in  one  place  at  the  same  time. 
“May  I  look  at  them?  I  asked.  “I’m  selling  these  as  one  lot  for  $7500,” 
he  replied.  “Would  you  mind  if  I  just  look  at  the  1 82 1  ’s?”  I  asked.  “Go 
ahead,”  he  said.  “But  if  you  find  something  that  you  want,  I’m  trying 
to  leave  in  the  better  varieties  so  I  can  sell  it  as  one  lot.” 

I  began  to  look  at  around  a  dozen  or  so  1821  ’s.  About  the  seventh 
coin  down,  there  it  was.  The  huge  dot.  The  single  die  line.  The  “I” 
between  the  “A”  and  “T.”  I  thought  it  graded  Good-Very  Good.  It 
could  have  graded  Cull,  and  I  would  have  been  just  as  thrilled.  I  al¬ 
most  fell  off  the  chair  I  was  sitting  on. 

“I  really  would  like  to  buy  this  one,”  I  said,  barely  hiding  my  excite¬ 
ment.  “What  did  you  find?”  he  asked.  “I  think  it’s  an  unlisted  reverse 
die,”  I  replied.  “Let  me  put  it  to  the  side  and  think  about  it,”  Michael 
said.  He  put  it  to  the  side.  I  said  I  would  be  back  and  walked  away. 

For  an  hour  or  so,  I  walked  on  air.  I  felt  strange,  sort  of  like  I  had 
just  found  out  I  had  won  the  Lottery  or  something.  For  two  and  one 
half  years  I  had  believed  that  I  had  found  something  new,  but  I  also 
knew  deep  down  inside  that  the  chances  of  its  being  genuine  and  also 
being  the  only  one  in  existence  were  very,  very  slim.  Finding  a  second 
verifying  example  was  a  thrill  beyond  words. 

When  I  returned  to  Michael’s  table,  I  asked  to  see  it  again.  Could 
I  have  somehow  been  mistaken?  Michael  handed  me  the  coin.  I  re¬ 
examined  both  my  VF  and  his  G-VG  example  with  my  5X  Bausch  & 
Lomb.  Again  the  thrill.  The  dot  after  the  C  seemed  to  have  grown  even 
larger  on  the  G-VG  example. 

“I’d  really  like  to  own  this  coin,”  I  said.  “Well,  I  suppose  if  the  price 
is  right,”  he  said.  I  had  been  paying  around  $30  for  this  grade  of 
Capped  Bust  quarters.  I  didn’t  have  much  cash  with  me,  just  $60.  “I'll 
give  you  $60  for  it,”  1  said.  Pause.  “You  buy  a  lot  of  coins  from  me, 
don’t  you,”  said  Michael,  smiling.  “Yes,  I  do,”  I  replied,  smiling  back. 

I  do  love  to  participate  in  his  auctions.  T  hank  God!  “OK,”  he  said, 
“It’s  yours.”  Elation!! 

When  I  saw  Walter  Breen  at  the  Long  Beach  Show  on  February  8th, 
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I  showed  him  my  two  1821  new  reverses  and  two  Browning-4  s  for 
comparison.  1  he  Browning-4  s  were  unnecessary.  He  had  brought  with 
him  the  original  photographic  plates  of  Browning  varieties,  and  after 
careful  comparison,  he  declared  mine  as  unlisted.  “May  I  call  them 
Browning-6t  I  asked.  “You  sure  may!”  was  his  enthusiastic  reply. 
Heaven!  (Walter  Breen  had  no  picture  of  Browning-6,  so  I  loaned  him 
the  ANACS  certificate.  I  assume  it  is  still  with  his  estate.) 

Later,  I  received  a  phone  call  from  Michael  Hodder,  who,  with 
Walter  Breen  was  in  the  process  of  updating  Browning’s  work.  He 
asked  me  to  mail  hint  the  Browning-6  to  photograph  for  inclusion  in 
the  book.  I  felt  honored,  then  worried.  What  if  it  were  lost  in  the  mail? 

I  overcame  my  fear,  insured  the  coin  for  $10,000,  and  sent  it  to  Michael 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  by  registered  mail.  A  few  days  later,  (it  seemed 
an  eternity),  the  coin  was  returned  to  me,  accompanied  by  a  very  nice 
letter  asking  me  to  tell  my  story. 

Subsequent  to  these  events,  a  third  example,  also  in  Very  Fine  con¬ 
dition,  surfaced  at  a  Long  Beach  show.  So,  as  of  this  writing  (1/96), 
there  are  only  three  1821  Browning-6’s  known! 

According  to  Walter  Breen,  the  reverse  die  apparently  was  not  used 
prior  to  or  after  1821.  The  mushy  left-central  portion  of  the  die  (the 
eagle’s  body  on  the  left  facing  the  coin’s  reverse)  which  appears  on  all 
three  known  examples  may  indicate  an  improperly  annealed  short-lived 
die. 

My  guess  is  that  the  1821  Browning-6  is  the  rarest  of  all  known 
varieties  in  the  1796-1838  date  run  of  quarters,  rarer  than  cither  of  the 
two  varieties  of  1796,  rarer  than  the  1823,  or  either  of  the  1827s.  If 
this  series  were  as  popular  with  collectors  of  plentiful  (not  rare)  series 
of  United  States  coins,  as  it  is  with  those  like  myself  who  treasure  rar¬ 
ity,  history,  and  aesthetics,  then  this  would  be  a  million  dollar  coin. 

To  me,  this  is  what  coin  collecting  is  all  about.  The  enchanted  child 
in  me  hunting  for  and  finding  exciting  treasures,  meeting  others  who 
enjoy  hunting  and  discovering;  who  could  ask  for  anything  more  in  a 
hobby?  Of  course,  I  continue  my  search.  Care  to  join  me? 


main  street  of  Adams  Centre,  New  York.  It  shows  a  nice 
transition  between  the  horse  and  buggy  age  and  the  new  auto¬ 
mobile — looks  tranquil,  doesn't  it? 


■aee 
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18-tl-O  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning. 
Struck  during  the  early  years  of  the  New  Or- 

D 


leans  Mint . 695 

1844  AU-58 . 265 


On  the  reverse  nearly  all  of  the  vertical  shield  lines  ex¬ 
tend  well  into  the  horizontal  lines  above  and  also  extend  be¬ 
low  the  shield.  Interesting!  This  is  Reverse  B  as  described  by 
l  am  Briggs  in  his  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  Quarters — which  in  our  opinion  is  one  ol  the  fin¬ 
est  specialized  studies  ever  published  on  19th-century  Ameri¬ 
can  coinage  and  which  could  well  serve  as  a  model  for  other 
efforts. 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  proof¬ 
like,  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning.  Certainly, 
this  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  1847  quarters 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  A  find  for  the  spe¬ 


cialist . 1,950 

1 847  AU-58.  A  sharp  and  beautiful  coin  with  some 

attributes  of  a  Mint  State  specimen . 295 

1849  EF-40 . 135 

1851-0  VF-30 . 725 

1851-0  VF-20 . 625 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 


The  style  with  arrows  on  obverse  and  rays  on  the  reverse 
was  used  only  in  1853;  the  reverse  rays  were  discontinued  in 
1854. 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1 ,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at  the  date 

and  without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1,395 

1 854  Arrows.  AU-53  (NGC) . 249 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  somewhat  “creamy” 
lustre  as  is  characteristic  of  1861  Philadelphia 

Mint  quarters.  Brilliant . 550 

1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Scarce 
in  all  grades,  rare  at  this  level . 1,350 

San  Francisco  silver  coins  of  the  late  1850s  and  early 
1 860s  are  very  rare  in  AU  or  finer  grade.  There  was  no  nu¬ 
mismatic  interest  in  such  pieces  at  the  time  of  their  coinage, 
and  all  went  into  circulation.  Many  if  not  most  were  shipped 
to  China  and  later  melted. 

1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this 
echelon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  Far  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof.  The  specialist  will 
appreciate  this  beautiful  piece . 1,750 

Whenever  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  we  buy  coins 
with  “special”  aspects  such  as  unappreciated  rarity. 

1868  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  Sharp  strike.  An  exceptional  business 
strike  of  this  date.  Rarer  than  an  equivalent 
Proof.  . 1,695 


Superb  Gem  1872-S  25<t 
Finest  Certified  of  this  Rarity 


1 872-S  MS-65  (N(  1C).  We  are  pleased  to  offer  one 
of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  catalogues — a 
brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem  specimen  with 


light  golden  toning  around  the  borders,  the  fin¬ 
est  certified  specimen  of  the  issue.  In  just  MS- 
60  (no  higher  grade  is  listed)  the  Guide  Book  at¬ 
tributes  a  worth  of  $6,000  to  this  coin.  And,  in 
only  MS-60  the  issue  is  of  such  formidable  rar¬ 
ity  that  if  you  were  to  offer  twice  that  price,  we 
doubt  if  one  would  come  to  hand.  This  present 
gem  MS-65  combines  incredible  beauty  and 
quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will  be  a  center- 

piece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

1873  No  Arrows.  EF-45 . 225 

1873  Arrows.  EF-40 . 219 

1875- CC  EF-40  (ANACS).  Carson  City  issue;  the 

first  collectible  “CC  quarter,  itself  rare  and  not 
necessarily  an  easy  item  to  find . 425 

1 876  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Centennial  year. 
Listed  for  the  first  time . 975 

1876- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid,  lustrous 


specimen . 1 ,095 

Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  metal  from  nearby  Virginia 
City.  In  general,  rhe  only  easily  collectible  Carson  City  silver 
coins  in  Mint  State,  apart  from  Morgan  dollars,  are  certain 
dimes,  quarters,  and  halt  dollars  of  the  1875-1877  years. 

1876-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . ....695 

1 876- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem, 

somewhat  prooflike.  An  extraordinary  coin  (just 
wait  until  you  see  it!)  Compare  at  MS-65  or 
even  higher. . 865 

1877- CC  MS-63.  Double  punched  date.  Bril¬ 
liant .  595 

1877-CC  MS-63  (NGC) . 595 

1877-CC  AU-58 . 245 


1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age  and  ever  popular  thus . 1,195 

The  collecting  of  a  run  ol  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated 
quarters  beginning  in  1879  is  a  pleasurable  pursuit.  Nearly 
all  have  low  total  mintages  (Proof  and  business  strike  figures 
combined),  but  nearly  all  are  priced  as  “types”  rather  than 
rare  dates. 


1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  toning  around  the  rims.  A  major  rar¬ 
ity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  business 
strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem 
such  as  this  is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare  chance 
(whereas  Proofs  were  specifically  saved  by  col¬ 
lectors) . 1 ,975 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 
issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  Another  prize 
for  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist.  .  1,850 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 995 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the 
trade  name  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeav¬ 
ored  to  corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1 940s  and  1 950s, 
and  obtained  over  100  coins,  many  ofwhich  we  later  bought 
for  our  inventory  from  his  widow. 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with 
a  whisper  of  gold  toning  around  the  rims.  925 

1891  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Last  of  the  Liberty  Seated 

quarters . 265 
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1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  issue  of  the  design . 325 

As  was  the  case  with  the  new  Barber  dime  and  half  dol¬ 
lar  as  well,  relatively  few  1 892  Barber  quarters  were  saved  by 


the  public,  despite  the  novelty  ol  the  design.  What  public 
numismatic  attention  that  might  have  existed  was  focused 
upon  the  Columbian  Exposition  and  its  forthcoming  com¬ 


memorative  hall  dollars. 

1892  AU-55 . 145 

1892-0  Type  1.  Reverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1894  VF-30 . 42 

1894- S  VF-20 . 49 

1895  AU-55 . 149 

1895  VF-30 . 39 

1 895- 0  Breen-4 145.  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 

the  right;  interesting . 279 

1896  AU-50 . 135 

1896  VF-30 . 39 

1896- 0  AU-50 . v 665 

1 896-S  VF-20.  Another  example  of  this  classic  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  Barber  quarter  series . 950 

1898  AU-58 . 145 

1898- S  AU-50 . 189 

1899  EF-45 . 85 

1899- 0  AU-50 . 259 

1899- S  AU-55 . 289 

1900- S  AU-58 . 235 

1900-S  AU-55. (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 


1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  of  the  20th 
century.  Quality  equal  to  this  is  very  difficult 
to  find  on  today’s  market . 2,150 

Splendid  Gem  1901-0  Quarter 


1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
sharply  struck  gem.  One  of  the  finest  quality 
pieces  to  come  on  the  market  in  a  long  time. 
The  advanced  specialist  seeking  a  particularly 
fine  example  of  this  highly  prized  mintmark  will 
be  delighted  with  this  one.  Another  of  our  many 
new  purchases  offered  here . 3,795 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can  match 
Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  established 
our  reputation  through  honesty,  courtesy, 
selection,  award-winning  publications,  and 
service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is 
a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to  deal  with. 
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1901-0  VP-20 . 150 

1901-0 F-l 5 . "  no 


1915  AU-55 . 129 

1915-D  AU-55 . 129 


toning.  A  superb  specimen. 


v)‘ 


1901-S  Ci-6.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  Rare  in 
any  and  all  grades;  in  fact,  this  is  the  most 
elusive  issue  in  the  entire  Barber  quarter  dol¬ 


lar  series .  1,950 

1902  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . .499 

1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902-0  AU-58 . ’"319 

1905-S  AU-58 . 325 

1905-S  AU-55 . 295 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 


In  AU  grade  the  majority  of  varieties  needed  to  com¬ 
plete  a  collection  of  dates  and  mintmarks  can  be  purchased 
for  under  $300  per  coin.  The  present  listing  offers  many 
possibilities. 

1905- S  F-15 . 42 

1906  EF-40 . 69 

1 906- D  AU-55.  First  year  of  Denver  Mint  coinage 

operation . 155 

1906-0  AU-50 . 210 

1906- 0  AU-50  (PCI).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 210 

1907- 0  AU-50 . 140 

1908- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .295 

1908-D  AU-58 . 165 

1908-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1908- 0  AU-58 . 175 

1909  AU-58 . .V. . 145 

1909- D  AU-58 . 195 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1909- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Very  nice  in  every  re¬ 
spect . 850 

1910- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1911  AU-55 . 129 

1912  AU-55 . 129 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 

more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grade.  Very  low  mintage  of 484,000  pieces. 
A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector . 1,350 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date . 675 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395 

191 3-D  VF-30 . 59 

1913- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914  AU-58 . 145 

1914- S  MS-60 . 935 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 

Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 
set . 595 

1915  AU-58.  .2 . 145 


1915-D  VF-20 . 29 

1 91 5- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 

Last  year  of  the  design  type . 495 

1916-D  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  AU-50 . 1 19 


Standing  Liberty  (fuailm 

Famous  1916  Quarter  Rarity 
Lustrous  Gem 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lus¬ 

trous  gem  with  attractive  delicate  golden  and 
iridescent  toning  around  the  borders.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  of  all 
20th-century  American  rarities . 8,250 

Only  52,000  pieces  were  struck,  and  relatively  few  of 
these  were  saved  by  numismatists.  Virtually  since  the  time  of 
issue  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  has  been  elusive. 
During  the  1920s  the  only  dealers  having  a  stock  of  them 
were  Henry  Chapman  and  John  Zug. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our 
view. .  1,750 

The  19 17  Type  1  quarter  is  a  necessity  for  any  complete 
set  of  United  States  design  types  and  is  one  of  the  most  elu¬ 
sive  pieces  in  the  set.  Although  examples  are  not  rare  in  an 
absolute  sense,  in  view  of  the  widespread  demand  for  them 
the  numismatic  supply  of  several  thousand  choice  pieces — 
primarily  MS-63  to  about  MS-65  among  upper  grade 
pieces — is  spread  rather  thin. 

Unlike  most  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  nearly  all 
have  full  heads,  although  not  all  are  noted  as  such  on  certi¬ 
fied  holders. 

1917 Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Medium  golden 


toning . 325 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Brilliant . 295 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 


1917-S  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden 


1917-D  Type  II.  MS-64  F11  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  a  variety  that 

is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level . 2, 1  50 

In  general  the  1917  quarters  of  the  Type  II  motif  are 
much  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  those  of  the  Type  I  style. 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . . . 275 

1917-S  Iype  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1 ,095 

1917- S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  A 

sharp,  brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous  gem,  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  seen  or  handled.  Rare  so 
fine .  1,495 

1 9 1 8- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 725 

191 8-D  EF-45 . 99 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 735 

1918-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 

1918- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning . 425 

1919  AU-50 . 95 

1919- S  AU-55  (ANACS) . 550 

1 920- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 

frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue . 1,350 

1921  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  golden  toning . 525 

1921  AU-58  (PCGS) . 395 

1923-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  specimen  of  one  of 
the  most  highly  desired  varieties  in  the  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  series.  Listed  here  for  the  first 

time .  1,850 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lustrous 
with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nearly  full  head  de¬ 
tails.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  very  impor¬ 
tant  issue,  a  key  to  the  series.  Quality!  . 1 ,850 

1923-S  VF-30 . 395 

1923-S  VF-20 . 325 

Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25<f 


1924-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  sharply 
struck  gem  example  of  one  of  the  harder-to-find 
issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

Standing  L  iberty  quarter  dollars  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Make  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  your  headquarters  when  you  build  a  high-grade  set' 
We  are  very  particular  when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory, 
and  we  know  you  will  be  pleased  with  what  von  receive  from 
us. 


Likes  His  Washington  Quarter 


The  following  letter  is  from  D.R.  T: 

“Dear  Dave  &  all: 

“I  received  rhe  1  943-S  Washington  quar¬ 
ter  today  and,  yes,  1  like  it  very  much!  Boy, 
you  sure  can  cut  them  close  on  the  grade.  It 
looks  like  it  would  be  a  certified  MS-65, 
third  party  grade. 

“I  had  a  hard  time  convincing  myself  that 


the  1 943-S  MS-64  that  I  got  from  you 
wasn’t  a  super  MS-65.  But  I  finally  saw  the 
very  tiny  rub  on  Washington’s  nose  and 
eyebrow  that  kept  it  a  MS-64. 

“I  surely  will  order  from  you  again. 

“Just  keep  picking  the  coins,  Dave  and 
B&M  experts.  You  sure  know  what  to  look 
for!  Thank  you.” 
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1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quality  such  as 
this  is  inexpensive  on  today’s  market,  in  our 

opinion . 219 

Today  it  is  possible  to  collect  quite  a  tew  different  variet¬ 
ies  ot  the  1925-1930  years  in  Mint  State  for  up  to  several 
hundred  dollars  per  coin.  These  pieces  were  considerably  more 
expensive  a  tew  years  ago. 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date  among 
later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for 
the  connoisseur  and  specialist .  1,395 

1926-S  MS-63.  Lightly  toned  silver  gray  surfaces. 
The  1926-S  is  very  difficult  to  locate  in  Mint 
State,  and  for  that  reason  we’ve  always  made  it 
a  point  to  seek  them  out . 625 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1927- D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue. 

Beautiful! . 1,895 

1927-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1927- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in 

the  series.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels . 975 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1928-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 


1929  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  . 

. 245 

1932-D  MS-60. 

Brilliant . 

. 435 

1 929- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 

and  frosty 

1932-D  AU-58. 

. 299 

with  delicate  golden  toning  around  the  bor- 

1932-D  AU-50. 

. 259 

ders . 

. 375 

1932-S  MS-64. 

Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  light 

1929-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 235 

toning . 

. 650 

1930  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1930  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Exceptional  quality.  . 635 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

Wasliinofon  llnnrlm 

1932  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very 
lustrous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  un¬ 
appreciated  as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital 

Q .  895 

1932-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  golden  toning.  Very  elusive  so  choice.  ..  895 

1932-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1932-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 445 


1932-S  MS-63.  Mottled  light  golden  toning.  399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 319 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-63.  Delicate  toning.  .25 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . .'...1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1 934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  We  have 
just  bought  a  group  of  four  pieces,  each  a  high 

quality  gem,  and  offer  you  one  for  only . 325 

Among  early  Washington  quarters  there  is  a  lot  of  hid¬ 
den  value  in  gem  MS-64  coins  as  in  many  instances  they  are 
priced  much  less  than  MS-65  pieces,  although  the  grade  is 
only  slightly  less. 


A  recent  offering  of  mete¬ 
orites  from  Canon  Diablo  (the 
great  Meteor  Crater  in  Ari¬ 
zona)  has  brought  many  doz¬ 
ens  of  orders  and  lots  of  happy 
customers.  Dave  Bowers  has 
long  been  a  collector  of  these, 
has  a  few  around  the  office, 
and  thought  other  numisma¬ 
tists  might  like  them  also.  Anyway,  to  add 
to  the  Canon  Diablo  meteorite  you  may 
have  already  purchased  from  us,  or  simply 
to  start  a  nice  little  group,  we  offer  the 
following  three-piece  and  four-piece  sets. 


For  the  Space  Enthusiast 


“Juanita  de  Angles5 

A  stone  meteorite  called  a  “chondrite” 
containing  flecks  of  nickel  metal  (all  stone 
meteorites  have  some  iron  or  nickel  in 
them),  from  Juanita  de  Angles,  Mexico. 
These  are  in  the  form  of  polished  slices  as 
well,  averaging  a  bit  smaller  than  the 
Gibeon  pieces  and  of  different  appear¬ 
ance — generally  a  brownish  black  with 
nickel  flecks.  Average  weight  1 5-25  grams. 

“Gibeon” 

Section  of  prepared  slice,  polished  on 
one  side,  of  nickel-iron  meteorite  from 
Gibeon,  Africa — a  meteor  shower  that 
fell  eons  ago  and  must  have  made  the  sky 


[*-  <y. 


brighter  than  a  hundred  suns.  The  polished 
piece  you  will  receive  has  a  bright  nickel 
appearance  and  has  been  etched  to  show 
Widmanstatten  figures — an  unusual  crystal¬ 
line  structure  that  meteorites  develop  from 
having  been  many  millions  of  years  in  outer 
space.  The  slices  vary  in  size  and  are  approxi¬ 
mately  30-60  grams. 

“Tektite” 

“Tektite”  of  the  Muange  Nong  variety, 
meaning  “layered,”  was  discovered  in  Muang 
Nong,  Laos.  Tektites  are  a  puzzle  being  re¬ 
searched  at  this  time,  are  a  glassy  composition 
similar  to  obsidian,  and  are  believed  to  have 
been  formed  when  a  large  meteor  slammed  into 
the  surfaces  of  the  earth  displacing  millions  of 
tons  of  terrestrial  material,  melting  and  fusing 
it  at  the  same  time- — with  such  pieces  spraying 
into  the  atmosphere  and  landing  a  distance 
away.  These  are  rough  surfaced,  as  found,  and 
are  very  nice  pieces.  Average  20-40  grams. 


Three-Piece  Set 

(for  those  who  already  have 
a  Canon  Diablo  piece) 
Starting  at  $60 
Each  piece  in  this  set  is  quite 
different  from  the  Canon 
Diablo  meteorites  we  offered 
before,  so  you  11  have  a  set  of 
four  pieces  that  will  certainly  be 
interesting  to  own  and  display. 

Four- Piece  Set 

(includes  a  Canon  Diablo  piece) 
Starting  at  $100 

“Canon  Diablo” — a  sample  from  the 
well-known  Meteor  Crater  in  Arizona 
containing  approximately  93%  iron  and 
7%  nickel.  It  is  believed  that  25,000  to 
50,000  years  ago  a  small  asteroid  about  80 
feet  in  diameter,  weighing  63,000  tons, 
and  traveling  about  10  miles  a  second 
entered  the  atmosphere  and  broke  up. 
The  main  mass  struck  the  ground,  vapor¬ 
ized,  and  caused  the  Meteor  Crater  which 
is  a  popular  tourist  attraction  today.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  other  fragments  landed  in  the 
surrounding  area  and  were  preserved,  as 
their  small  size  enabled  them  to  be  slowed 
by  atmospheric  friction  and  thus  not  be 
destroyed  on  impact.  Average  size  30-50 
grams.  (Larger  pieces  available  on  request.) 
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1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1934- D  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 159 

1933  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 35 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 


1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning  285 

In  this  issue  you  will  find  one  of  the  highest  quality  of¬ 
ferings  of  Washington  quarters  anywhere  in  numismatics. 
We  have  just  added  many  beautiful  pieces  to  our  stock,  and 
this  listing  gives  you  an  early  opportunity  to  acquire  the  pieces 


you  need. 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1 936  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1936- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find 

in  this  grade . 425 


Although  the  1936-D  quarter  is  not  a  low-mintage  date, 
at  the  time  of  issue  it  was  generally  overlooked  by  numisma¬ 
tists  (who  were  preoccupied  with  the  boom  in  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars  occurring  at  the  same  time).  Later,  when  gem 
1936-D  quarters  were  sought,  it  was  found  that  very  few 
existed.  The  late  1  .cl  'F.  Hewitt,  founder  of  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine,  was  fond  of  recounting  this  explanation 
of  the  rarity  of  a  coin  that  for  all  intents  and  purposes  should 
be  common. 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


Ever  popular,  ever  in  demand . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

Mintage  was  just  5,542  pieces,  the  lowest  Proof  figure 
of  the  year. 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1937- D  MS-66 . 185 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 


Chris  Pilliod  Comments 

“Although  I  rarely  maintain  auction 
catalogues,  B&M  should  be  proud  of  the 
cataloging  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  col¬ 
lection  of  half  dollars.  This  one  I  am  keep- 
ingas  a  reference  book  and,  in  my  opinion, 
it  stands  out  among  its  counterparts  as  an 
educational  tool,  not  simply  as  a  means  to 
an  end.  Please  pass  these  thoughts  on  to  the 
responsible  individuals.’’ 


1938-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1938- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1939  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 125 

We  have  bought  a  nice  group  of  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ters,  and  in  this  issue  we  offer  a  particularly  fine  selection. 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1939- D/S  FS-25C012.3.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...325 

Illustrated  in  Breens  Encyclopedia,  p.  367.  Under-letter 
S  apparently  there,  but  this  variety  is  not  one  that  stands  out 
as  do  certain  other  overmintmarks  ( e.g. ,  1938-D/S  Buffalo 


nickel).  A  bit  of  imagination  is  required. 

1939-D  MS-66 . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1940  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  A 

beauty!  .  67  5 

1940-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1940-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS). Brilliant . 39 

1940- S  MS-64 . 29 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1 94 1- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1941-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 34 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 35 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1943- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 34 

1943- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 36 

1944- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1949  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1 950- D/S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 


In  today’s  market  there  is  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  pre¬ 
viously  overlooked  die  varieties,  a  sentiment  furthered  by  the 
runaway  success  of  the  book.  The  Cherrypickers’  Guide  to  Rare 
Die  Varieties,  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton.  If  you  do  not 
have  a  copy  on  your  shelf,  you  may  wish  to  acquire  one. 


1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1950-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1952-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1955-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1963-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 


1964  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 5 

1964  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1964- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1965- 1991  clad  Washington  quarter  set.  Mint  State 

to  Proof.  75  different  pieces . 99 

Half  Hollars 

In  this  issue:  Collecting  half  dollars  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  specialties  in  numismatics.  The 
present  offering  includes  many  new  purchases, 
among  which  will  be  found  a  few  select  pieces  from 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  auctioned  by 
us  in  January. 

We  have  endeavored  to  bring  together  a  selection 
from  the  first  type — the  blowing  Hair  style — down 
to  modern  times.  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Ray  Merena — our  buyers — have  acquired  many 
truly  beautiful  Capped  Bust,  Liberty  Seated,  Bar¬ 
ber,  Liberty  Walking,  and  Franklin  halves.  Check 
our  listings  carefully,  and  use  the  opportunity  to  add 
some  really  gorgeous  specimens  to  your  collection. 

Guide  to  the  series:  Half  dollars  of  the  early  years 
1794-1836  are  described  by  “O”  numbers  as  de¬ 
lineated  by  A1  C.  Overton  in  his  book,  Early  Half 
Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836.  The  collector  of 
later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire  the  Wiley-Bugert 
book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Com¬ 
plete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  (Bruce 
Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much  useful  data 
concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 

Flovvim*  Hair  Hall  Dollars 


Outstanding  1795  0-102  50<£ 


1795  Overton- 102.  Rarity-5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example,  attractively  toned  with 
most  design  features  boldly  delineated.  This 
piece  is  among  the  finest  known  of  the  0-102 
die  combination  and  is  certainly  Condition 
Census.  Ideal  for  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set . 5,695 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  | 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar-  j 
antee  forever  that  ever)'  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 
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Famous  1795  Three-Leaves 
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1795  0-111.  Three-Leaves.  VG-10.  Light  gray 
fields.  Reverse  with  “hallmark”  die  break  (prob¬ 
ably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  this  issue). 
Often  a  period  oi years  W\W  elapse  between  of¬ 
ferings  of  one  of  these  from  our  inventory.  One 
of  the  great  classic  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  de¬ 
nomination,  more  so  than  generally  realized  (in 
our  opinion) . 2,495 

llraiHMl  linsl  Mali  Dollars 

1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  EF-40.  Light  gray 
and  olive  surfaces.  Some  lustre  among  the  stars. 
A  very  nice  coin  with  some  attributes  of  an  even 


higher  grade . 795 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Attrac¬ 
tive  lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces . 1,750 


High  Grade  1805/4  50<t 


1805/4  0-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  every 
respect.  Always  popular,  always  in  demand.  One 
of  the  most  desired  varieties  among  half  dollars 
of  this  era.  EF-40  is  among  the  higher  grades 
to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times;  most 
are  in  the  Fine  to  VF  range . 2,900 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdate  half  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  this  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this. 
Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 


surfaces.  Bold  overdate  feature . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  Sharp  overdate.  VF-30 . 450 


I  iipiml  Ituxl  Hall  Dollars 

1807  0-112.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 215 

The  engraver  thought  he  was  cutting  a  die  for  a  25<t 
piece,  began  punching  that  denomination  in  the  die,  realized 
his  error,  and  corrected  it.  T  his  reverse  die  had  a  long  life  in 
1807  coinage,  and  as  a  result  specimen  of  this  interesting 
error  are  readily  obtainable  today. 

1809  0-105.  VF-20 . 105 


Gem  1813  Half  Dollar 


1813  0-108.  R-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  sur¬ 

faces  with  heather  toning.  Iridescent  toning 
around  the  borders.  Some  evidence  of  contact 
on  the  higher  areas,  as  usual  for  this  design, 
and  taken  into  consideration  by  the  experts  at 
NGC . 4,350 

1814  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  lus¬ 

tre.  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  coin.  Fairly  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  grade  level;  95%  of  known  examples 
grade  below  this . 995 


Notable  1817/3  Overdate 


1817/3  O-lOla.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  with  medium  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 3,495 

The  overdate  is  very  boldly  defined.  The  “reach”  of  the 
date  range  is  especially  large,  showing  that  an  1813  die  was 
ignored  in  1814  and  1815  (no  half  dollars  were  struck  in 
1816)  and  finally  used  as  an  overdate  in  1817. 

18170-110.  VF-35 . 159 

1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  silver  surfaces . 575 

In  today’s  market  it  is  possible  to  assemble  a  basic  date 

set  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1807-1836  years — 
with  many  interesting  overdates  and  other  varieties  included 
as  well — for  a  very  reasonable  price.  Make  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  your  headquarters.  We  have  a  nice  selection  in  just 
about  every  grade  level.  And,  of  course,  each  and  every  one  is 
subject  to  your  satisfaction  once  you  receive  it  in  the  mail. 


Help! 

Contrary  to  most  businesses,  our  main 
problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them! 
With  this  in  mind,  when  time  comes  for 
you  to  sell  your  choice,  carefully  gathered 
collection  please  remember  us.  We  are 
always  eager  buyers  outright  for  anything 
we  can  use  for  our  inventory  and  for  our 
clients’  want  lists,  and,  in  addition,  are 
always  seeking  consignments  for  our  pa¬ 
rade  of  auction  sales. 


Gem  1819/8  Overdate 

1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  gem  coin  from  the  James  Bennett 
Pryor  Collection  (one  of  several  Pryor  Collec¬ 
tion  pieces  listed  here).  Certainly,  this  is  one  of 


the  very  finest  in  existence  anywhere! . 4,250 

1821  0-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Very 

attractive . 625 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365 


Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  O-lOla.  Patched  3.  MS-64  (NGC)  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust 
is  hidden  by  the  toning.  From  the  James  Bennett 

Pryor  Collection . 4,495 

1823  O-106a.  MS-63  (NGC)  with  claims  to  MS- 
64.  Brilliant  frosty  lustre  with  very  faint  gold 
and  blue  peripheral  toning.  A  few  minor  ob¬ 
verse  abrasions  and  a  small  area  of  roughness 
left  of  the  eagle’s  head  are  all  that  detract.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,950 


1823  O-l  1 1.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 

faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 2,750 

1824/4  0-109.  MS-62  (NGC).  Slightly  reflective 
satin  lustre.  The  obverse  is  pale  silver  gray  sur¬ 
rounded  by  blue  and  violet  iridescence.  The  re¬ 
verse  centers  are  pale  gold  with  vivid  blue  and 
violet  iridescence.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor 
Collection,  there  as  MS-63 . 1,350 

1824  O-lll,  R-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mottled  me¬ 
dium  gray  toning . 695 

1824  0-108.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Liberty,  due 
to  “die  chatter”  during  striking.  MS-60.  Beau¬ 
tiful  light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1824  0-115,  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tive  golden-rose  toning.  Scarce  so  nice.  .  1 ,750 

1825  0-116.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  very  brilliant, 
frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  cer- 
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High  Grade  1839-0  Half  Hollar 


I1JVITK II  STATES 


tain  pieces  we’ve  seen  at  the  MS-62  and  MS-63 
level.  A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  895 

1 826  O- 1 04.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 . 750 

1 826  0-105.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 . 265 

1826  0-106.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly 
lustrous;  as  nice  or  nicer  than  some  MS-63  pieces 

weve  seen.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1826  0-106.  EF-45 . 260 

1826  0-106.  EF-40 . 150 

1  he  typical  grade  for  a  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  of  the 
1807-1836  era  is  VF  or  EF,  with  quite  a  few  AU  examples 
also  seen  in  numismatic  hands.  Well  worn  coins  such  as  Abt. 
Good,  Good,  and  VG  are  rare.  The  reason  is  that  when  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  coinage  was  suspended  after  1804,  the  half  dollar 
became  the  largest  silver  coin  of  the  realm,  and  this  denomi¬ 
nation  was  made  in  large  quantities.  Many  were  held  as  specie 
reserves  in  banks  and  circulated  less  extensively  than  would 
have  otherwise  been  the  case. 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135 

1826  0-1 12.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 

outstanding  coin . 625 

Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 

1826  0-1 18a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning.  A  very 


pleasing  coin . 350 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 475 

1827  0-106.  EF-45 . 165 

1828  0-108.  Large  8’s.  Square  base  2.  MS-63. 

Brilliant,  lustrous  centers.  Light  toning  around 
the  borders . 1,295 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 465 

1828  0-1 17a.  Square  2.  Small  8.  AU-50 . 350 

1 829  0-1 12.  MS-62  to  63.  From  Superior’s  sale  of 


the  Buddy  Ebsen  Collection,  there  described 
as:  “The  obverse  is  beautifully  toned  with  a  vivid 
blending  of  rainbow  colors,  which  include 
champagne  gold,  violet,  and  sea  green.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  mostly  white  and  exhibits  a  touch  of 
golden  tone  about  the  extreme  borders. ”  ..  875 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-102.  EF-45 . 119 

1831  0-109.  AU-50.  At  the  AU  level  there  are  many 

excellent  values  to  be  found  among  Capped  Bust 
halves  . 245 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  MS-62.  A  gorgeous 

specimen  with  iridescent  toning  over  deeply 
frosty  surfaces . 895 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 545 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 
toning . 359 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 
gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 
attractive . 1 ,650 


1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 325 

1834  0-104.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  Rarity- 

2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces . 1 ,395 

1 834  0-101.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55. 349 

1 834  0-116.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50. 250 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 

very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 
silver  surfaces . 1,350 

1 835  0-105.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 
display  strong  lustre . 450 


1835  0-107.  AU-50 . 239 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1,750 

1836  0-1 08.  AU-50 . 395 

Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 


The  Pryor  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 

lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 4,250 

The  1837  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  rwo  years  (the  other 
being  the  low-mintage  reeded  edge  1836  made  in  January 
1 836)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  and  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  50  CENTS.  Unlike  the  earlier  Let¬ 
tered  Edge  halves,  these  were  struck  on  new  high-speed  steam- 
powered  presses. 

1838  AU-50 . 325 

The  1 838  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  two  years  (the  other 
being  the  1839)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge, 
and  denomination  expressed  as  HALF  DOL. 


The  Pryor  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Reeded  Edge.  Large  Letters.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 
or  type  set.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Col¬ 
lection . 6,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 

A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 


1839-0  MS-60.  Mintmark  on  obverse  (is  also  on 
the  famous  1838-0).  Light  gray  and  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Some  interesting  obverse  and  reverse  die 
breaks  as  virtually  always  seen.  Ever  popular.  2,750 

The  1839-0  represents  the  first  quantity  production 
coinage  ot  this  denomination  from  the  recently  opened  New 
Orleans  Mint.  I  he  production  of  1 839-0  halves  for  circula¬ 
tion  followed  a  striking  in  Proof  format  of  a  limited  number 
of  1838-0  halves — said  to  be  20  in  all — to  test  a  press.  A 
beautiful  1838-0  half  dollar  was  part  of  our  James  Bennett 
Pryor  Collection  sale  this  past  January,  and  in  1997  we  plan 
to  offer  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  specimen  of 
this  rarity. 

The  1839-0  has  always  been  popular  because  of  its  ob¬ 
verse  mintmark  and  connection  to  the  1 838-0.  Several  de¬ 
cades  ago,  P.B.  Trotter,  Jr.,  a  Tennessee  banker,  took  a  fancy 
to  the  1839-0  halves  and  hoarded  a  few  hundred  of  them, 
nearly  all  of  which  graded  VF  to  EF.  Trotter’s  heart’s  desire 
was  a  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  but  during  his  lifetime  he 
never  had  the  opportunity  to  buy  one. 

UIhtIv  Si‘iili‘il  Hall  Dollars 

1847-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce 
in  Mint  State . 1 ,450 

We  have  been  pointing  out  all  of  the  nice  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarters.  Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  and  other  items  we 
have  in  stock,  so  it  is  appropriate  at  this  point  to  say  that  we 
wish  we  had  a  better  stock  of  this  present  section  of  our  cata¬ 
logue,  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  We  are  always  seeking  qual¬ 
ity  coins  for  our  inventory,  and  when  time  comes  for  you  to 
sell  your  collection,  please  keep  us  in  mind. 


The  Pryor  Gem  1849  Half  Dollar 


1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive  pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate  anywhere.  From  the  James  Bennett 
Pryor  Collection . 3,950 

Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  on  page  73  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books.  T  he  same  30-dav 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well! 
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1 8-49  AU-SO  (PCGS) . 350 

1849-0  WB- 101.  Rarity-6+.  AU-58.  Silver-gray 
fields  with  some  mottled  toning.  A  lew  hair¬ 
lines  are  seen.  Extremely  sharp . 595 

Rare  Mint  State  1850  50<t 


1850  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Gorgeous 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces. 
Well  known  as  an  elusive  date . 2,950 

1852  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nicer  in  qual¬ 
ity  than  some  we’ve  seen  offered  as  MS-62  or 
MS-63 . 1,495 

It  is  probably  the  case  that  the  vast  majority  of  half  dol¬ 
lars  dated  1851  and  1852  went  to  bullion  dealers  and  were 
melted,  or  were  exported  and  then  melted.  At  the  time  the 
price  of  silver  bullion  was  rising  rapidly  on  the  international 
markets,  and  coins  became  worth  more  in  melt-down  value 
than  face  value.  This  untenable  situation  was  reversed  when 
the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  provided  that  the  authorized 
weight  of  most  silver  denominations  be  reduced  (these  lower- 
weight  pieces  were  identified  by  having  arrows  at  the  date). 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Several  orders 
rarer  than  1854-0  in  the  same  grade.  ...  1,975 

Notable  1855-S  Rarity 


1 855-S  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  surfaces  that  display  generous  amounts 
of  original  mint  lustre.  Important  as  the  first 
half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and 
also  as  a  notable  rarity  in  any  grade.  Very  few  of 
this  quality  exist . 6,950 

I  he  1855-S  half  dollar  represents  the  first  half  dollar 
struck  at  the  newly  opened  (in  1854)  San  Francisco  Mint.  It 
is  believed  by  the  writer  than  most  were  exported  to  China. 
At  the  time  there  was  a  strong  commerce  between  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  the  Orient,  and  merchants  in  the  latter  location 
would  not  accept  paper  money  and  preferred  silver  over  gold. 
The  usual  method  of  payment  was  for  a  San  Francisco  mer¬ 
chant  to  buy  Spanish-American  silver  coins  (mainly  8-reales) 
at  a  premium  from  bullion  dealers,  paying  for  them  in  gold. 

I  here  was  a  strong  cry  for  silver  coinage  at  the  local  mint, 
and  in  1859  the  facility  struck  20,000  silver  dollars  (1859- 
S)  in  response  to  requests  for  a  trade  coin  for  the  Orient. 


Years  later  in  1 873  the  trade  dollar  became  a  reality  and  solved 
the  problem. 

Meanwhile,  most  silver  issues  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
which  in  the  1 850s  and  1 860s  included  the  half  dime  (first  made 
in  1 86,3),  dime  ( 1 856),  quarter  ( 1 855),  halt  dollar,  and  silver  dol¬ 
lar  ( 1 859-S  only)  were  shipped  to  China.  Although  mintages  were 
low,  the  number  of  high  quality  specimens  in  collections  today 
is  even  lower  than  these  figures  might  indicate. 

In  the  1850s  and  1860s  there  was  no  numismatic  inter¬ 
est  in  collecting  mintmarked  coins,  and  not  even  the  Mint 
Cabinet  saved  one  of  each  San  Francisco  Mint  variety.  Col¬ 
lectors  did  not  take  wide  notice  of  mintmarks  until  1893, 
when  Augustus  G .  Heaton’s  Mint  Marks  monograph  was  pub¬ 
lished,  by  which  time  most  high-grade  mintmark  coins  were 
no  longer  in  existence. 

1856-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 
over  very  lustrous  surfaces . 595 

Although  arrows  were  discontinued  as  part  of  the  design 
in  1856,  the  reduced  weight  remained  the  same  as  autho¬ 
rized  under  the  Act  of  February  21,1 853. 

1856-0  AU-50 . 159 

1857  B-4872.  Rarity-6.  Net  Proof-62.  Actually 
Proof-63  or  finer,  but  with  a  tiny  reverse  scratch, 
scarcely  noticeable.  Pale  gold  and  lilac  with  faint 
blue  peripheral  toning.  Lovely  mirrored  fields. 
From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  1,695 

Very  few  Proof  1 857  half  dollars  exist  today,  and  often  a 
span  of  several  years  will  elapse  between  our  having  one  in 
stock.  Proofs  were  not  generally  sold  to  the  public  until  1858, 
at  which  time  about  210  to  300  silver  Proof  sets  were  made. 
The  number  of  silver  Proof  sets  made  in  1857  was  not  re¬ 
corded,  but  it  was  probably  fewer  than  75. 


1857  AU-50 . 149 

1857  EF-40 . 89 

1858  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1858  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  AU-50 . 149 


1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  of  excep¬ 
tional  quality.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  of 
this  date.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  delicate  gold 
toning  around  the  rims.  Probably  in  the  top  10% 
of  remaining  pieces,  quality-wise . 2,150 

1859  WB- 102.  Rarity-6+.  Type  II  reverse.  Net  MS- 

63,  but  actually  MS-64  or  finer  with  some  sur¬ 
face  abrasions,  none  serious.  Brilliant  satin  lustre 
with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the  borders.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,650 

1860  WB-102.  Rarity  5+.  MS-63.  Brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre.  A  beautiful  specimen  from  the 
James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1 ,650 

1860- 0  MS-60 . 435 

1861  WB-101.  Rarity-3+.  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty 

and  lustrous  with  golden  toning  around  the 
obverse  border. . 895 

1861  MS-60 . 435 

1861- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 

light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  Last  New 
Orleans  Mint  half  dollar  of  this  design . 675 

The  1861-0  is  interesting  in  that  some  were  made  un¬ 


der  federal  auspices,  some  were  made  by  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  the  latest  ones  were  struck  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


1862-S  WB-101.  Rarity-5  +  .  Large  S.  MS-63. 
Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 
appeal.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collec¬ 
tion .  2,150 


1865  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  this  rare  issue . 2,150 

1865-S  AU-50 . 325 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1866- S  No  Motto.  Rarity-7  at  this  grade  level. 

MS-63  to  64.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very  faint 
splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  this  rarity.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 8,950 

1867- S  WB-101.  Rarity-7.  Large  S.  New  MS- 
62.  Actually  MS-63,  in  our  opinion,  with  pale 
ivory  lustre,  subdued  from  a  very  light  cleaning 
long  ago.  A  small  scratch  on  the  reverse  from 
the  rim  at  8:00  to  the  eagle’s  left  wing.  From 


the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,950 

1868  VF-20 . 135 


1868-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lus 
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trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 

level . 2,495 

1868-S  AU-50 . 225 

1869  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-63  (NGC).  Re¬ 
flective  lustre  with  pale  silver  gray  changing  to 
faint  lilac  and  blue  along  the  periphery.  A  few 
very  minor  surface  marks  and  hairlines  are 
noted,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  From  the 


James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,495 

1869  MS-61 . 473 


1 869  MS-60.  We  have  bought  a  little  group  of 
these — kept  together  for  decades — and  offer 

them  for,  each: . 409 

1869  EF-40 . 1  io 

1 869-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 
surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 
Mint  State . 1,650 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  50<f 


1873  Arrows  at  date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 
standing  gem,  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an 
aesthetic  value  associated  with  an  even  higher 
grade.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal 

for  a  high-grade  type  set . 3,795 

Arrows  were  added  to  certain  1873  silver  coins  to  de¬ 
note  an  increase  in  weight  (as  opposed  to  a  decrease  signified 
by  the  addition  of  arrows  to  1853  coins). 

1873  Arrows  at  date.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray 
toning.  Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1,595 

1873  WB-108.  Rarity-7.  Arrows  at  date.  MS- 
62  (NGC).  Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  li¬ 
lac  toning.  Minor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the  ob¬ 
verse  fields,  otherwise  MS-63  or  finer.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  A  finer 


pedigree  could  not  be  imagined . 1,595 

1 873  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC) . 550 


1 873-CC  Carson  City  Rarity 
With  Arrows 
Choice  Mint  State 


1 873-CC  Arrows  at  date.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+. 
MS-63  (NGC)  with  claims  to  MS-64.  Mottled 
olive,  gold,  and  steel  blue  toning.  From  the 
James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 14,500 


Carson  City  silver  coins  of  the  1 870- 1 874  years  arc  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare  in  high  grades  and  are  almost  never  seen  in 
choice  Mint  State  as  offered  here.  Often  years  will  pass  be¬ 
tween  our  having  specimens  of  this  quality  in  stock. 


Splendid  1873-S  Half  Dollar 


1873-S  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  Arrows  at  date.  Net 
MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  touch  of 
amber  toning  on  the  reverse.  Faint  hairlines 
are  visible  on  the  reverse,  otherwise  MS-64  or 
finer.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collec¬ 
tion . 6,995 


Gem  Proof  1874  50<t 


1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  scarce  date  as  well 

as  an  important  “type”  coin . 3,150 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 1 ,350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp, 
and  lustrous.  A  bit  conservatively  graded,  in  our 
opinion;  this  would  easily  pass  for  MS-62  and 
mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-63.  ..  1,295 

1875  AU-50 . 175 

1875-CC  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  Small  CC.  MS- 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elusive  date 
and  mintmark  varieties,  “type  coins,  and 
other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce 
or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several 
hundred  dollars  each  or  more)  you’ve  been 
seeking.  When  we  acquire  them,  we  will 
send  you  a  quotation.  There’s  no  obliga¬ 
tion  to  buy;  just  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if 
you  desire. 


63.  Reflective  satin  white  surfaces  with  a  blend¬ 
ing  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible 
in  the  obverse  fields,  otherwise  MS-64.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1 ,450 


Superb  Gem  1875-S  50C 


1875- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 

gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece 
nicer  than  this  one! . 2,795 

1876- CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 

of  this  well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar. 
Ideal  for  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set . 925 

1876- S  Wiley-Bugert- 1 02.  Rarity-4.  MS-60.  At¬ 
tractive  light  toning . 375 

1877  WB-104.  Rarity-7+.  Repunched  7.  Type 
II.  Reverse  MS-64  (NGC).  Prooflike  surfaces. 
Attractive  lilac,  gunmetal-blue,  and  iridescent 
toning . 1,295 

1877- S  MS-64  (NGC).  No  drapery  at  elbow. 

Sharply  struck,  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous, 
slightly  proofiike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
for  the  specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1 ,625 

The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die  polishing  (which, 
in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1 877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal  that  will  be  ideal  in  your  collection.  1 ,625 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 
per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1 ,625 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem,  delicately 
toned.  An  aesthetic  delight . 1,750 

Beginning  in  1879,  mintages  of  half  dollars  dropped 
dramatically.  Although  half  dollars  and  other  silver  coins  were 
absent  from  circulation  from  the  summer  of  1862  until  the 
mid-1870s,  after  that  time  many  came  out  of  hiding,  and 
many  more  were  struck  as  well,  with  the  effect  that  by  1879 
there  was  a  glut  of  silver  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  in 
commercial  channels. 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 
hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  year.  . 1,495 

Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 
of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

ItiirlxT  Nall  Hollars 

1 892  MS-63  (NGC).  Conservative;  we  call  it  MS- 
64.  Brilliant,  Highly  lustrous  and  frosty.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 825 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nearly  completely  prooflike 
and  perhaps  struck  from  Proof  dies  on  a  regu¬ 
lar  planchet.  An  exceptional  specimen.  Brilliant 
and  mirrorlike.  Significant,  of  course,  as  the  first 
year  of  the  Barber  half  dollar  design.  Another 
of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed  in  this 
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issue  (only  a  few  of  which  we  point  out  as  such, 

due  to  space  constraints) . 525 

1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 

Very  desirable  low-mintage  issue . 1,350 

Onlv  V)0,000  were  minted  of  the  1892-0  halt  dollar, 
bv  tar  the  lowest  production  figure  of  any  19th-century  issue 
of  the  Barber  design. 

1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  some¬ 
what  prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  mar¬ 
velous  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Still 

another  new  purchase . 1 ,350 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  key 
issue . 995 


1 892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1 892- S  AU-58 . 795 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1893- 0  AU-50.  Attractively  toned . 395 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  very  frosty 

example  fully  equal  to  what  you  might  expect 
in  an  MS-65  coin.  Really  a  gem! . 1,550 

1894  AU-58.  Small  rim  bump . 425 


1894-S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 
1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with 


areas  of  medium  golden  toning . 1,750 

1895  AU-58 . 469 


1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 365 

1 895-0  AU-55.  Nicely  toned . 435 

1 895- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  toning . 425 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 

type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Quality!  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 2,450 

1896- S  AU-58.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  895 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice  if  not  nicer  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree!  . 1,695 

1897-0  F-15 . 385 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 


Gem  Proof  1898  Half  Dollar 


1898  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  with 
golden  toning  on  much  of  the  surface.  Virtu¬ 
ally  pristine,  as  if  taken  carefully  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  set  stored  for  a  long  time.  Quality  such  as 
this  is  becoming  increasingly  elusive  in  today’s 
market . 3,095 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An 
outstanding  coin . 595 

1898  AU-55 . 369 

1899  AU-58 . 419 


1899  AU-50 . 349 

1899- S  AU-58 . 525 

1900  MS-63.  Brilliant,  Lustrous  and  frosty.  From 

the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 795 

1900  AU-55 . 369 

1 900- S  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 399 


1901  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 
toning  around  the  border.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  Barber  half  dollar  of  the  20th 


century . 1 ,350 

1901  MS-60 . 475 

1901  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 369 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- S  AU-55.  Light  peripheral  toning . 469 

1903- 0  AU-58.  Deeply  toned . 550 

1903- S  AU-55 . 465 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-55 . 650 

1905  AU-55.  Scarce . 389 

1905- 0  AU-55.  Mottled  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 535 

1905- S  AU-58 . 460 

1906- D  AU-58.  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint.419 

1906- S  AU-50.  Gray  and  lilac  toning . 340 

1907  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

Only  575  Proofs  were  minted,  one  of  the  smallest  fig¬ 
ures  in  the  series. 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907  AU-58 . 419 

1907- 0  AU-58 . 439 


You  will  like  the  quality  we  offer  with  our  AU  Barber 
half  dollars.  All  have  the  greater  percentage  of  their  original 
mint  lustre  still  remaining,  typically  with  the  reverse  being 
especially  frosty  and  grading  a  point  or  two  higher. 

1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 
the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 


1908- S  AU-55 . 425 

1909  AU-58 . 419 

1909  AU-50 . 350 

1909- 0  AU-50 . 510 

1911  AU-55 . 335 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575 


1912-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1 ,395 

1912-D  AU-55.  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  350 
1912-S  AU-55 . 395 


1913  MS-60.  Light  lilac  toning.  Rarity  wise  the 
1913  is  near  the  top  of  the  series.  Very  hard  to 
find  in  this  grade . 995 

Business  strike  mintage  was  only  188,000  pieces,  third 
lowest  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series. 


1913-S  AU-58 . 495 

1915  AU-58.  Very  elusive  date . 895 


Business  strike  mintage  was  only  138,000  pieces,  sec¬ 
ond  lowest  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series. 


1915  EF-40  (ANACS).  Light  silver  surfaces.  A 
beauty!  One  of  the  rarest  issues  in  the  series. 
Seldom  available  in  EF  grades;  the  usual  alter¬ 
natives  seem  to  be  well-worn  or  Proof! . 475 

1 915-D  MS-63  or  finer.  Brilliant  lustrous  surfaces. 

A  beauty!  Last  Barber  half  dollar  year . 725 

191 5-D  AU-50 . 340 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 

1 91 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 325 


liliiTlv  Walkiiio  Hall  Dollars 

Guide  to  the  series:  These  beautiful  coins  arc- 
very  popular  with  our  clients.  This  issue  offers  a 
very  nice  selection  including  many  new  purchases, 
these  primarily  being  in  the  MS-62  to  MS-64  range 
(a  level  which  we  feel  offers  a  lot  for  the  price  paid). 
As  is  true  of  all  series,  when  we  buy  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  halves  we  use  certified  grades  as  a  starting  point, 
and  reject  those  that  do  not  meet  our  standards.  If 
you  are  contemplating  starting  a  date  and  mintmark 
collection  of  Liberty  Walking  halves — or  adding 
to  one  you  already  have — you  will  like  our  hand¬ 
picked  quality.  There  is  a  difference,  and  you’ll  see 
it  as  soon  as  you  open  your  package. 

This  motif,  the  work  of  noted  sculptor  Adolph 
A.  Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mercury 
dime),  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  series.  In  general,  dates  from  1916  through 
1929  are  scarce  in  Mint  State,  with  1917  (Phila¬ 
delphia)  being  a  notable  exception.  There  were  no 
pieces  struck  from  1930  through  1932.  Beginning 
in  1933,  production  was  continuous  through  the 
end  of  the  series  in  1 947,  with  P-D-S  sets  being 
made  of  certain  years,  including  all  years  from  1941 
through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  begin  a  collection  is  to 
pick  a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety 
from  1933  through  1947.  The  present  listing  offers 
quality  pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  levels, 
all  lustrous  and,  as  noted,  of  hand-selected  quality. 

1916  EF-45.  First  year  of  issue . 175 

191 6-D  AU-55.  Mintmark  on  obverse  this  year.  219 

1916-D  EF-45.  Mintmark  on  obverse . 159 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  mintmark.  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  beautiful,  and  in  this  degree  of 
beauty,  rare . 1,935 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 1,095 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant, 
lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  ot 
an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level .  2,1 50 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
over  two  dozen  dedicated  professionals 
are  on  hand  to  provide  what  we  consider 
to  be  the  finest  value,  quality,  and  service 
in  the  coin  hobby  today.  Join  our  “fam¬ 
ily”  of  happy  customers! 
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191 7-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning. 
Some  flatness  on  the  higher  obverse  areas  as 
normal  for  this  variety.  Listed  here  for  the  first 
time . 2,150 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The 


connoisseur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  pn  obverse.  EF-40 . 165 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS). 

Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning. .  1,325 
1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  ALI-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels . 1 , 1 95 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  ALJ-50  (NGC).  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 
the  series . 1 ,195 


Gorgeous  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Qual¬ 
ity!  . 3,175 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Exceptional  strike  and  frosty 
lustre.  Not  one  in  a  dozen  1918  half  dollars  at 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


this  level  is  this  nice . 1,350 

1918-D  VF-35 . 95 


Gem  1918-S  Half  Dollar 
Brilliant  and  Lustrous 


1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 
Some  lightness  of  strike  on  the  higher  areas  as 
always.  Very  pleasing  overall.  A  find  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 5,250 


1918-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,125 


Marvelous  Gem  1919  50<f 
Brilliant  and  Sharply  Struck 
1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  well- 
struck  beauty,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
offered.  Your  search  for  a  high-quality  gem  ends 


right  here . 3,595 

Describing  coins  for  our  Rare  Coin  Review  is  always  a 
pleasure,  and  coins  such  as  this  help  make  it  so. 

1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  remains  in  protected  areas . 895 

Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 
with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 
this  nice! . 2,525 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
over  two  dozen  dedicated  professionals 
are  on  hand  to  provide  what  we  consider 
to  be  the  finest  value,  quality,  and  service 
in  the  coin  hobby  today.  Join  our  “fam¬ 
ily’  of  happy  customers! 


Sharp  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as 
being  far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia 
Mint  coin  in  the  series.  A  very  “special”  half 
dollar .  3,450 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1921  50C 
1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest-mintage  issue  among 


Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 3,450 

1921  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with 

some  hints  of  gold.  Well  struck . 1 ,895 

1921  EF-40 . 1,595 


1921-D  EF-40.  Light  silver  surfaces.  Mint  lustre 
remains  in  some  protected  areas  A  very  nice 
example  of  the  centerpoint  coin,  mintage-wise, 
in  the  Liberty  Walking  series;  only  208,000  were 
struck . 1 ,950 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not 

have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

1928-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  w  ith 
a  hint  of  golden  toning.  In  the  front  rank,  qual¬ 
ity-wise,  of  extant  1928-S  halves  at  this  grade 
level . 1,150 


Remarkable  1929-D  Gem  50C 


1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosts,  and 
sharply  struck.  You  will  have  to  search  for  a 
long  time  to  find  the  equal  of  this  remark¬ 
able  gem! .  2,325 
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Need  a  Special  Coin  for  Your  Collection? 


Our  Want  List  Service  Will 
Find  It  For  You! 


It  s  As  Easy  as  1-2-3 

Step  #1:  Tell  us  about  yourself: 

1.  Year  in  which  1  began  my  interest  in  coins: 


"1 


Let  Bowers  and  Merena  become  your  “eyes’  and  “ears”  to  the 
numismatic  world  with  our  popular  Want  List  Service.  We'll  become 
your  representative  on  the  convention  bourse  floor,  your  direct  buyer 
in  our  office,  and  your  researcher  by  telephone  and  letters  to  dealers 
and  collectors  around  the  country. 

Gail  Watson,  our  Sales  Director,  will  work  with  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  track 
down  the  coins  you  need,  in  the  grades  you  want,  and  at  prices  that  will 
be  the  very  best  values  we  can  find.  There  is  no  obligation  to  buy,  just 
the  opportunity  if  you  wish — a  truly  win-win  situation  for  you! 

We  invite  you  to  complete  the  form  below  with  a  list  of  the 
important,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seeking,  in  the  price  range  of 
$250  and  up.  Then  return  your  list  by  mail  or  fax.  Or  call  Gail  Watson 
toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993. 


Gail  Watson 
Sales  Director 


Call  or  write 
today.  We  look 
forward  to 
helping  you 
complete  your 
collection! 


Raymond  N.  Merena 
President 


2.  Numismatic  area(s)  of  interest:  _ 

3.  When  Bowers  and  Merena  receives  an  item  on  my  want 
list,  I  would  like  to: 

□  Receive  a  quote  by  telephone 

□  Receive  a  quote  by  mail 

□  Receive  coins  on  approval  as  soon  as  possible 

4.  I  prefer  coins:  □  Certified  by  _ 

G  Not  Certified  G  No  preference 

Step  #2:  Please  enter  your  want  list: 


Date 

Denomination/Variety 

Grade/Grade  Range 

Step  #3:  Please  fill  in  your  name  and  address: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 

i  _  I 

CITY  STATE  ZIP 

Today’s  date  _  Customer  #  (if  known)  _ 

I  prefer  to  be  contacted  G  By  Phone  #:  _ 


G  By  Fax  #:  _ 

■■■■■■■■■■■ 


G  By  Mail 


J 


Two  Great  New  Books  From  Q.  David  Bowers 


A  Buyers1  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Now  being  published  in  one  handy  vol¬ 
ume  about  1794  to  date  silver  and  trade 
dollars  is  information  you  can  use  concern¬ 
ing  their  rarity,  price  history,  and  other  col¬ 
lecting  data,  much  of  which  has  been  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Dave’s  now-out-of-print  two- 
volume  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia,  plus  updated  pricing  information. 

Each  date  and  mintmark  in  the  series  is 
evaluated  and  discussed  in  detail.  If  you  enjoy  collecting  Morgan 
silver  dollars — America’s  most  popular  early  series — you’ll  really 
love  this  new  book. 

Softbound,  5-1/2  x  8-1/2",  illustrated,  312  pages.  Stock  No. 
BBM-402.  $19.95. 


Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money 

A  Peek  at  the  1 9th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Excitement,  information,  even 
unbelievable  scandal — all  are  yours 
for  the  reading  in  this  great  new 
192-page  book.  Dave  Bowers  has 
reached  back  into  the  last  century  to 
reprint  for  modern  readers  some 
interesting  illustrated  narratives  from 
that  era. 

If  you  like  stories  of  the  past  and 
enjoy  nostalgia,  you'll  find  enough 
enjoyable  reading  about  coins  and 
paper  money  to  keep  you  fascinated 
for  at  least  an  evening  or  two. 

Softbound,  8-1/2  x  1 1 ",  illustrated,  1 92  pages.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
401.  $29.95. 


united  status  sha  ck  coins 


1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  elusive  at  this  grade 
level.  Lustrous  and  a  far  above  average  strike.  A 
splendid  gem! . 1,495 


Sharply  Struck  Gent  1929-S 
Remarkable  Quality! 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  in  this  quality  very  rare.  This  coin 
has  it  all!  One  of  the  finest  in  existence.  First 
order  gets  it  for  only . 2,795 


Lustrous  Gem  1929-S  50<t 


1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem 
specimen  of  this  issue.  Some  lightness  of  strike 


on  the  higher  points . 2,795 

1929-S  AU-50 . 169 


Rare  Gem  1933-S  50<t 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp, 
frosty  gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this 
is  one  of  the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in 


existence.  . . 3,595 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 93 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 475 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 250 

1934-D  AU-55 . 69 


Add  our  great  books 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Splendid  1934-S  50<t 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Splendid  lustrous  gem.  2,950 
Gem  1934-S  50<f 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  high-quality 
gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  catalogue!)  and  you’ll  find  these  rarely 


offered! . 2,950 

1 934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 725 

1934-S  AU-58 . 109 

1934- S  AU-50 . 89 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 310 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 67 

1935- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1935-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,195 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  2,195 
1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1935- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 115 

1936  MS-65 . 159 

1936  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 69 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 42 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 389 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 145 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 525 


If  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 


mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1936-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936- S  AU-55 . 65 

1937  Proof-64.  Brilliant  gem.  Fairly  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 735 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 229 

1937  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 75 

1937  AU-50.  Brilliant . 24 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 


1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 209 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1937-D  AU-55  (NGC) . 112 

1937- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938  MS-65 . HO 

1938- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  F.ver  popu¬ 
lar  due  to  its  enticingly  low  mintage .  1 ,035 

1938-D  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  splendid  specimen  of 
this  highly  prized  date . 645 

1938-D  AU-55 . 295 


We  have  added  hundreds  of  half  dollars  to  our  inventory 
and  offer  them  to  you  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
Sometimes  multiple  pieces  have  been  bought  of  a  given  vari¬ 
ety.  For  example,  as  we  go  to  press  we  have  three  AU-55  1 938- 


D  halves. 

1938-D  AU-50 . 275 

1938- D  EF-40 . 129 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1939-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC) . 535 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 


Assembling  a  complete  set  of  Proofs  issued  in  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollar  series  is  an  enjoyable  pursuit,  and 
this  issue  gives  you  a  head  start.  Such  a  set,  when  finished, 
will  contain  one  each  of  1936, 1937,1938,1939,1940, 1941, 


and  1942. 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1941-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1941-D  AU-58 . 25 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1941-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 39 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other. 
When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena  buy 
for  our  stock,  they  are  very  “fussy,”  often  bypassing  several 
coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If 
you  are  building  a  high-quality  collection  of  these  beautiful 
coins,  please  review  our  selection  carefully. 


1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1942  AU-58 . 16 

1942-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 67 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1942-S  MS-63  Brilliant . 55 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  10 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 
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1943  MS-63  (AN ACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1943  AU-58.  Brilliant . 16 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 93 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 52 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1943- S  MS-63 . 52 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1944-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 25 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1944- S  AU-5  5 . 22 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  gold  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces .  1 1 0 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1946  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  pieces  for  795 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 40 

1946-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1947  AU-55 . 22 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 


One-Of-A-Kind 

Most  items  in  this  issue  are  one-of-a- 
kind  in  our  stock,  so  please  order  as  early  as 
possible  for  the  best  selection.  Just  tele¬ 
phone  1-800-222-5993  and  our  Direct 
Sales  Department  will  take  care  of  your 
order  today.  Be  sure  to  ask  about  our  Order 
It  Today,  Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  overnight 
service! 

Quality,  service,  value  and  appreciation 
for  your  business  and  friendship  are  yours 
when  you  order  from  Bowers  and  Merena. 


filinlv  Walkini;  Hall  Hollars 


In  this  "grid"  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  bril¬ 
liant  or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

93 

375 

1934-D 

250 

475 

950 

1934-S 

725 

2950 

1935 

67 

310 

1935-D 

1250 

1935-S 

775 

2195 

1936 

59 

1936-D 

115 

389 

1936-S 

195 

275 

525 

1937 

75 

229 

1937-D 

495 

1937-S 

265 

475 

1938 

310 

1 938-D 

519 

645 

1035 

1939 

69 

165 

1939-D 

69 

1940 

62 

129 

1940-S 

79 

399 

1941 

39 

55 

1941-D 

52 

69 

1941-S 

109 

209 

1250 

1942 

39 

49 

1 10 

1942-D 

67 

99 

185 

1942-S 

55 

85 

495 

1943 

39 

49 

110 

1943-D 

72 

95 

160 

1 943-S 

52 

79 

425 

1944 

42 

52 

1944-S 

45 

75 

550 

1945 

39 

49 

110 

1945-D 

45 

52 

115 

1945-S 

39 

49 

139 

1946 

39 

49 

1946-D 

42 

49 

115 

1946-S 

52 

1 19 

1947 

42 

49 

1 947-D 

45 

52 

iTiinkliii  Hall  Hollars 


1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 26 

1948-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

1948-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 55 

1949  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . SS 

1949  AU-58 . 15 

1949- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1949-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1949-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1949- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1950  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1950- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . : . 49 

1950-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1950-D  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

around  the  rims . 265 

1951- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1951-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1951-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1951-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1951  -S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1951-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1951- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1952  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 42 

1952- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1953  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  and  gray  toning. 49 
1953  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1953- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1953-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1953-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1953-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 29 

1953- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1954  Proof-63-  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1954  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1 954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for . 135 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1954-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 24 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 


When  the  1955  half  dollars  were  first  issued,  we  ob¬ 
tained  a  small  quantity  of  them  and  offered  them  for  sale. 
The  mintage  was  low  that  year,  and  somewhat  unexpectedly 
we  were  swamped  with  orders.  We  soon  sold  out  and  didnt 
have  a  single  coin  left!  Meanwhile,  our  friend  1  larry  Forman, 
who  had  just  entered  the  business,  was  fortunate  enough  to 
get  an  even  larger  quantity,  but  he  advertised  them  for  a  higher 
price  than  we  did,  and  received  only  a  few  orders. 
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1955  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1956  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1957  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1957  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1957  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1957-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1958  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 


1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . no 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . HO 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1959  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1959  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1959- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Brilliant . 115 

1959-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1959-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 


Unique  Numismatic  Collectibles 

Envelopes  addressed  to  Virgil  M.  Brand 
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Virgil  Brand  was  perhaps  the  leading 
numismatist  of  the  early  20th  century.  His 
cabinet  numbered  over  300,000  items, 
acquired  individually,  in  small  groups,  or 
from  major  collections.  Brand  kept  very 
detailed  notes  of  all  of  his  purchases  and 
saved  his  correspondence  and  even  the 
envelopes  themselves.  We  have  acquired  a 
selection  of  envelopes  addressed  to  Virgil 
Brand  from  important  dealers  of  the  era. 

These  envelopes  are  offered  individually 
and  in  groups  and  consist  of  strictly  the 
empty  envelopes  without  correspondence. 

Each  envelope  has  been  carefully  selected 
to  represent  a  nice  condition  envelope 
with  clean  stamps  and  without  significant 
tears  or  defects.  The  majority  have  been 
very  carefully  opened  along  the  top  edge. 

We  offer  the  following  envelopes  addressed 
to  Virgil  M.  Brand. 

Several  Important  Sets 


Individual  Offerings 

American  Numismatic  Society .  $12.00 

S.H.  and  H.  Chapman .  $9.00 

Henry  Chapman .  $9.00 

S.H.  Chapman  .  $9.00 

Chicago  Numismatic  Society .  $12.00 

Mauritius,  David .  $12.00 

Thomas  Elder  .  $9.00 

Ben  Green  .  $12.00 

Lyman  H.  Low .  $9.00 

Stamp  and  Coin  Exchange  (N.Y.C.) .  $9.00 

B. H.  Collins .  $14.00 

C. H.  Hanson,  Die  Sinker .  $14.00 

William  Hesslein  .  $14.00 

J.C.  Mitchelson  .  $14.00 

Money  and  Stamp  Brokerage .  $14.00 

Royal  Money  and  Stamp  Company .  $14.00 

Stevens  and  Company .  $14.00 

Treasury  Department,  Philadelphia .  $14.00 

United  States  Coin  Company .  $14.00 

United  States  Coin  and  Stamp  Exchange ...  $14.00 

H.E.  Morey .  $12.00 

James  P.  Pelletier .  $12.00 

J.  Colvin  Randall .  $14.00 

St.  Louis  Stamp  and  Coin  Company .  $12.00 

ElmerS.  Sears .  $12.00 


Set  #1:  50  different  envelopes  addressed  to 
Virgil  M.  Brand  from  various  numismatic  firms  and 
related  parties.  Included  among  these  are  several 
envelopes  not  available  from  the  individual  list 
above,  as  they  represented  one-of-a-kind  items. 
This  is  a  very  significant  collection  of  dealer  enve¬ 
lopes  representing  most  of  the  important  individu¬ 
als  and  firms  of  the  era,  and  sells  for . $795.00. 

Set  #2:  Includes  100  envelopes  addressed  to 
Virgil  M.  Brand  from  various  individuals,  mostly 
non-numismatic.  These  are  apparently  enve¬ 


lopes  that  originally  contained  letters  from  vari¬ 
ous  people  asking  Mr.  Brand  questions  relating 
to  numismatics.  This  is  a  fascinating  lot  available 
at . $895.00. 

Set  #3:  A  group  of  165  miscellaneous  stamped 
envelopes,  mostly  torn  and  damaged.  These  are  the 
various  envelopes  that  had  been  pulled  out  of  the 
original  purchase  as  they  are  less  presentable  than 
the  others.  For  the  collector  interested  in  a  large 
grouping  of  fascinating  envelopes  without  spend¬ 
ing  a  large  sum,  this  lot  is  available  for  $165.00. 


1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1960-1)  MS-63  Brilliant . 15 

1960- D  MS-62  (PCI) . 12 

1961  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1961  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961  AU-58 . 5 

1961- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 


We  have  bought  several  hundred  gem  Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lars  to  add  to  our  stock.  To  spread  the  supply  around,  we 
limit  orders  in  this  issue  to  no  more  than  one  per  customer  of 
a  given  date  or  mint.  Although  you  can  order  as  many  differ¬ 
ent  as  you  wish,  please  do  not  order  duplicates. 


1962  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1962- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 24 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1963  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 20 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1963- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 


Silver  hollars 

Guide  to  the  series:  We  really  like  silver  dollars, 
and  while  we  have  always  endeavored  to  have  in- 
depth  stocks  of  the  super-popular  Morgan  and  Peace 
collars,  as  opportunities  present  themselves  we  ac¬ 
quire  choice  early  pieces  as  well.  All  of  this  adds  up 
to  a  particularly  nice  selection  in  this  issue.  In  fact, 
our  listing  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  of  the  1840s, 
1850s,  and  1860s  is  truly  remarkable. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  1794-1804  era  are  attributed 
to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q. .  David  Bowers)  and  are 
listed  by  “BB”  numbers.  The  Bowers  text  also  gives 
detailed  information  concerning  Liberty  Seated, 
Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  including  much 
history,  rarity,  and  price  information.  The  two-vol¬ 
ume  set,  over  2,000  pages,  is  now  out  of  print,  but, 
hopefully,  you  already  have  your  set!  We  are  consid¬ 
ering  updating  and  reprinting  the  books,  but  as  of 
the  moment  we  haven’t  made  a  decision. 

For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive 
Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Morgan  and  Peace 
Silver  Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George 
Mallis)  gives  a  wealth  of  information  not  only  con¬ 
cerning  history  but  also  minute  die  varieties,  while 
The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 
(John  W.  High  Fill)  gives  information  concerning 
market  prices  and  rarity,  as  well  as  numerous  opin¬ 
ions  and  collecting  experiences. 

Elmiiiio  Hail  lliillarx 

1 795  BB- 1 8.  3  leaves  below  each  wing.  VG-1 0.  9~5 
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Uiiestion  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


For  several  months  I  have  been  collecting  design 
types  of  20th-century  copper,  nickel,  and  silver 
coins  in  MS-63  to  MS-63  grade,  and  now  1  have 
most  of  them.  In  your  opinion,  which  are  the  most  difficult 
to  find  in  Mint  State?  The  easiest  to  find? — L.G. 


Q 


A 


Proof)  to  be  finished.  I  am  collecting  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  coins  in  duplicate,  one 
Mint  State  and  one  Proof  of  each  year  from 
1950  to  1963.  — J.I. 

A  I  he  little-used  “  Type  I”  term  refers  to 
an  early  strike  of  1950  Proof  half 
dollar  in  which  the  fields  are  not 
completely  mirrorlike,  but  have  some  satiny  “mint 
frost”  or  graininess.  Apparently,  early  in  the  year 
some  were  made  this  way,  there  were  complaints, 
and  the  dies  were  given  a  better  polishing.  The 
same  thing  occurs  among  certain  1936  Proof 
coins  (cents  and  nickels).  Actually,  these  should 
be  called  “Variety  I”  and  “Variety  II.” 

It  It  It 

Which  is  correct  nomenclature:  recut  or 
repunched,  when  referring  to  one  number  or 
letter  in  a  die  cut  over  another  or  strength¬ 
ened? — F.M.T. 


Q 


In  general,  those  further  back  in  time  and  from  the 
turn  of  the  century  are  the  hardest  to  find.  Probably 
taking  the  laurels  for  the  toughest  in  MS-63  or 
better  grade  is  the  Barber  half  dollar  (minted  1892-1915), 
followed  by  the  Barber  quarter  dollar  ( 1 892- 1916).  After  them, 
such  issues  (not  necessarily  in  order)  that  are  hard  to  find 
include  the  Liberty  Head  nickel.  Barber  dime,  and  the  1917 
Type  I  Standing  Liberty  quarter. 

The  easiest  to  find  are  those  from  our  own  era,  especially 
those  made  this  side  of  1940. 

A  A  A 

I  know  this  may  be  a  basic  question,  but  I  cannot 
find  the  answer.  I  know  that  the  1878  Morgan 
dollar  is  found  with  eight  tail  feathers  on  the 
eagle,  seven  tail  feathers,  and  with  “over  tailfeathers.”  Do 
these  same  varieties  exist  for  1878-CC  and  1878-S  Morgan 
dollars?  My  1878-CC  and  1878-S  each  have  seven  tail 
feathers,  but  I  do  not  know  if  my  “collection”  of  these  other 
dollars  is  complete. — N.G.H. 


A 


Q 


Inasmuch  as  punches  are  used,  rather  than  cutting 
tools,  repunched  is  technically  correct.  However, 
ra~#rseems  easier  to  say  and  has  been  in  use  a  long 
time.  Years  ago  in  commercial  directories,  those  who  made 
dies  were  listed  under  the  category  of  “diecutters,”  not  “die 
punchers,"  even  though  they  were  “punching”  inscriptions 
into  dies. 

A  A  A 

If  a  coin  is  struck  from  a  broken  die,  is  its  value 
increased  or  lessened?  I  have  an  1839-0  Capped 
Bust  half  dollar  with  many  die  breaks  on  the 
reverse.  — H.A. 


Q 


A 


A 


All  of  the  1878-CC  and  1878-S  dollars  are  of  the 
seven  Tailfeathers  variety.  Your  collection  is  indeed 


complete! 

AAA 

What  is  a  “Type  I”  1950 
Proof  Franklin  half  dollar? 
I  saw  this  in  a  catalogue 
(not  yours)  the  other  day,  but 
I  cannot  learn  what  it  means. 
I  have  a  1950  Proof  half 
dollar  and  would  like  to 
know:  1)  how  to  tell  what 
variety  I  have,  and  2)  how 
much  to  pay  for  the 
variety  I  do  not  have. 
My  object  is  to  have 
a  complete  set  of 
Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lars  in  MS-64  and 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


In  the  instance  of  the  1839-0  half  dollar,  the 
vast  majority  of  specimens  show  breaks  on  the 
reverse,  and  often  on  the  obverse  as  well.  For  this 
coin,  die  breaks  neither  add  nor  subtract  value.  As  a  general 
rule,  New  Orleans  coins  of  all  denominations  of  this  early 
era  display  more  breaks  than  do  their  Philadelphia  Mint 
cousins  (see  my  further  comments  under  Liberty  Seated 
hall  dimes  and  dimes  in  our  current  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection  catalogue  for  expanded  re- 
■ ....  ■  .  marks  on  New  Orleans  dies). 

For  some  American  numismatic  is¬ 
sues,  die  breaks  and  flaws  serve  to  create 
highly  collectible  varieties,  the  1807 
“Comet”  large  cent  (with  comet-like  break 
in  obverse  field)  and  1 800  “AMERICAl” 
silver  dollar  (with  die  flaw  after  last  A) 
being  examples. 

Except  for  the  relatively  few  varieties 
among  early  coins  which  are  collected 
avidly  by  die  states  and  for  which  a 
broken  die  might  be  rare,  the  presence  or 
absence  of  a  break  does  not  affect  value. 
However,  if  the  break  is  spectacular  or 
unusual,  or  if  it  is  on  a  modern  coin  on 


which  breaks  are  not  often  seen  (a  rim  or 
Proof-64  or  better  grade,  and  I  now  lack  “cud”  break  on  a  Lincoln  cent  is  an  example),  it  will  sell  for 


only  seven  (or  eight  if  I  need  another  1950  a  premium. 
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Q1  have  been  collecting  coins  for  only  10  days,  and  1  am 
slightly  embarrassed  about  asking  these  question,  fear¬ 
ing  that  their  answers  are  obvious.  However,  I  do  want 
to  know,  and  as  1  have  just  ordered  two  gold  coins  from  you,  1  hope 
1  have  “paid  for  the  answers,  even  though  they  may  be  elementary: 
What  does  “bid  price’  mean  in  coin  prices?  What  does  “trend 
price’  mean?  How  does  your  staff  price  coins?  — L.B. 


“Bid”  typically  refers  to  a  price  posted  on  an  electronic 
trading  exchange  or  bulletin  board,  often  for  a  certified 
coin.  Time  was  when  grading  interpretations  were  stricter 
than  they  are  now  (in  my  opinion,  in  certain  areas  of  the  market  there 
has  been  a  loosening  in  the  past  several  years),  and  there  were  “sight- 
unseen  bids  given  for  various  coins.  Under  this  scenario.  Dealer  X 
posting  a  bid  of  $  1 00  (or  a  MS-65  specimen  of  certified  Coin  A  stood 
ready  to  buy  one  for  $100  without  inspecting  it  in  advance.  Today 
there  are  many  certified  coins  that  are  unattractive,  and  therefore  there 
are  very  few  sight-unseen  bids  lor  coins  other  than  modern  or  common 
issues.  Very  few  people  will  post  a  sight-unseen  bid  for  an  MS-65  1926 
Sesquicentennial  commemorative  hall  dollar,  for  example,  as  most  on 
the  market  are  unattractive.  Increasingly,  “bid”  is  what  a  dealer  or  other 
buyer  will  pay  lor  one  or  more  specimens  of  a  coin  in  a  given  grade  if 
he  or  she  likes  it. 

In  any  event,  in  order  to  publish  lists  of  market  values  “bid  prices 
are  often  listed  as  being  what  dealers  will  pay.  In  actuality,  many  coins 
are  worth  less  than  “bid,”  and  for  many  others — especially  early 
specimens  and  varieties  which  are  not  often  seen  with  high  aesthetic 


quality — the  value  may  be  much  more  than  “bid.  Use  “bid  prices  as 
a  general  guideline,  coupling  it  with  knowledge  of  how  common  or  rare 
a  coin  is  in  a  given  grade  and  ditto  for  the  existence  of  high  quality 
specimens  within  that  grade. 

For  a  common  coin  such  as  a  1993  Madison  commemorative  half 
dollar  in  Prool-65,  bid  is  meaninglul,  for  all  specimens  arc  gems  (or, 
at  least,  we  have  never  seen  one  that  is  worn  or  damaged).  On  the  other 
hand,  lor  the  previously  mentioned  1 926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar,  an 
ugly  coin  might  be  worth  less  than  half  the  “bid”  price,  in  my  opinion, 
and  a  lustrous  gem  ol  high  quality  might  be  worth  full  bid  or  more. 

“Trends”  prices  refer  to  the  “Trends”  column  in  Coin  World, 
conducted  presently  and  for  many  years  by  Keith  Zaner.  It  may  be 
interesting  for  you  to  know  that  our  own  Ray  Merena  (president  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries)  conducted  the  “Trends  column  years 
ago,  after  its  founder,  James  Kelly,  passed  away.  “Trends  prices  tend 
to  be  average  retail  market  prices.  Choice  specimens  often  sell  for  more 
than  “Trends,”  if  the  issue  is  rare  or  unusual  in  choice  condition,  and 
ugly  coins  sell  for  less.  “Trends”  is  a  very  valuable  guide,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  tools  we  use  here. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  price  coins  by  using  many 
dilferent  inlormation  sources  including  “Trends”  in  Coin  World,  the 
“Coin  Market”  feature  by  Bob  Wilhite  in  Numismatic  News,  “bid" 
prices  listed  in  the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  auction  sale  results,  our  own 
experience  and  feeling  for  a  coin’s  merit  and  value,  our  cost,  our 
competitors’  prices  for  coins  of  equivalent  quality,  and  the  demand  we 
perceive  for  it.  In  general,  pricing  is  done  here  by  Mark  Borckardt,  Ray 
Merena,  and  me. 


ELIASBERG  BIOGRAPHY  NEARLY  SOLD  OUT 


UPON  DELIVERY  OF  FIRST  SHIPMENT! 


By  the  time  you  read  this  the  first  printing  will  be  sold  out!  Advance  orders  for  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.:  King  of  Coins  have  claimed  well  over  half  of  the  initial  print  run  with  a  steady  stream  of  orders 
flowing  in  daily.  But,  the  second  printing  should  be  corning  off  the  press  within  weeks.  Q.  David  Bowers 
has  done  it  again — turning  out  a  definitive  work  that  will  be  unequaled  for  decades  to  come.  The  sale 
of  these  magnificent  coins  will  be  the  event  of  the  century  and  the  book  detailing  the  life  ot  1  amis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.  and  his  collection  will  be  the  a  lasting  tribute  to  one  of  the  finest  collections  ever  formed. 

The  extensively  illustrated,  deluxe  8-1/2-X  11"  hardbound  volume  is  176  pages  in  length. 
Following  a  foreword  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  (president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
and  editor  of  the  Guide  Hook)  and  a  reminiscence  and  appreciation  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  by  his 
son,  Richard  A.  Eliasberg,  the  volume  takes  the  reader  year  by  year  as  the  famous  Baltimore  collector 
assembled  the  only  complete  collection  of  date  and  mintmark  issues  of  l  nited  States  coins  ever 
formed.  It  also  includes  several  reminiscences  by  leading  numismatic  personalities. 

The  numismatic  career  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  comes  to  life  and  is  filled  with  fascinating  stories 
about  how  he  tracked  down  his  greatest  rarities,  about  the  publicity  he  received  (including  a  color 
spread  in  Life  magazine  in  1953  which  called  him  the  “king  of  coins,”  thus  the  book  title),  and  more. 

Special  sections  of  the  book  are  devoted  to  showcasing  highlights  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection, 
includingcolonial  coins,  federal  issues  of  all  denominations,  patterns,  and  territorials.  I  .andmark  rarities 
such  as  the  gem  1796  No  Pole  half  cent,  the  1913  Liberty  I  lead  nickel  (a  gem  Proof,  the  finest  of  five 
known  of  America’s  most  famous  rarity),  1873-CC  \\  ithout  Arrows  and  1894-S  dimes,  1876-C .( .  20c 
piece,  1827  original  quarter,  1838-0  and  1853-0  \3  ithout  Arrows  halt  dollars,  1804  silver  dollar  (the 
famous  Stickney  specimen),  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars,  and  other  gems  reeeiv  e  extensive  cov  erage. 

Still  another  chapter  discusses  coin  dealing  and  collecting  during  the  time  that  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  was  active,  and  giv  es  many  interesting  insights  into  this  romantic  era  ot  our  hobby. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146.  List  Price:  $62.50.  To  order  your  copy  see  the  book  section  or  call  Mary  or 
I  )onna  in  our  Publications  I  Department  at  1  -800-222-5993  todav .  We  don’t  know  how  long  this  second 
printing  will  last! 
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Small  Eagle  Reverse 

1797  9x7  Stars.  Small  Letters.  VG- 

10.  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  Scarce 
year . 2,095 

The  1797  silver  dollar  with  Small  Letters  reverse  is  one 
of  the  most  famous  issues  recorded  in  auction  and  other  nu¬ 
mismatic  literature  over  the  years.  In  particular,  great  praise 
has  been  given  to  its  rarity,  with  some  knowledgeable  ob¬ 
servers  suggesting  a  population  of  as  few  as  20  pieces.  Dave 
Bowers  and  Mark  Borckardt — who  collaborated  on  the  1794- 
1804  silver  dollar  section  ot  Dave  Bowers’  now  out  of  print 
two-volume  book.  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  believe  the  population  to  be 
several  multiples  ot  20,  but  still  it  qualifies  as  being  fairly 
elusive.  Nearly  all  specimens  show  significant  wear. 

The  Small  Letters  reverse  die  used  to  produce  this  coin 
is  arguably  the  most  interesting  of  the  early  dollar  series,  for 
it  was  mated  with  obverses  dated  1795,  1796,  1797  (as  here), 
and  1798! 


Attractive  1797  Dollar 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A 
very  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular 

date . 3,650 

There  are  three  die  varieties  of  the  1797  silver  dollar — BB- 
71,  72,  and  73 — and  all  are  generally  seen  in  grades  below  EF. 
For  many  years  the  1797  has  had  a  special  cachet  as  a  scarce  date. 


1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  F-15  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  toning 
wi  tha  hint  of  gold  around  the  border.  ..  1,495 

Ot  the  1798  silver  dollars  minted,  only  a  small  percent¬ 
age  were  ot  the  Small  Eagle  reverse. 

1800  BB-193.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  issue . 1,595 

Liberty  Seated  Hollars 


Gem  1846  Silver  Dollar 


1846  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning  around  the  border.  Although 
the  1846  is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  in 
gem  preservation  it  is  a  major  rarity.  ...  10,950 

Quality — Value — Service:  These  three  characteristics 
are  the  formula  by  which  we  have  made  our  firm  the  world’s 
most  successful  rare  coin  dealership.  We  invite  you  to  make 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for  qual¬ 
ity  coins,  hand-picked  for  their  aesthetic  quality  and  ap¬ 
pearance — and  at  prices  you'll  find  to  be  very  competitive 
(when  checking  prices,  check  for  comparable  quality,  too; 
for  comparisons  of  price  alone  are  meaningless).  Our  buy¬ 
ers — Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena — 
spend  more  time  buying  coins  than  selling  them.  We  do 
things  the  hard  way,  but  the  rewards  are  great.  Many  people 
have  been  our  clients  for  over  30  or  40  years,  and  some 
since  our  founding  in  1953! 

1847  EF-40 . 295 


Although  this  headline  seems  improb¬ 
able,  it  is  true.  Today  in  1996,  in  a  very 
important  part  ofour  lives  and  our  economy, 
we  rely  upon  the  Spanish-American  mon¬ 
etary  system  of  “pieces  of  eight’  in  use  over 
200  years  ago  before  the  United  States  dollar 
was  first  minted! 

To  be  specific,  in  1792,  when  the  Stock 
Exchange  was  founded  in  New  York  City, 
much  if  not  most  business  in  the  United 
States  was  reckoned  in  either  Spanish-Ameri¬ 
can  pieces  ofeight  and  fractional  parts.  When 
the  Continental  Congress  issued  its  own 
paper  money  in  the  1770s  it  was  denomi¬ 
nated  in  Spanish-American  milled  dollars 
(pieces  of  eight). 


TRUE  FACT: 

Spanish  Monetary  System 
Still  Used  in  the  U.S.  in  1996 

The  Spanish-American  dollar  was  di¬ 


vided  into  eight  parts  called  “bits,”  each 
worth  12.5C  Thus,  “two  bits”  became  a 
term  for  a  quarter,  and  this  is  sometimes  still 
used  today.  However,  that  is  not  the  thrust 
of  the  headline. 

Rather,  if  you  buy  or  sell  stocks  or  read 
stock  prices,  you  will  know  that  today  in 
1 996 — as  during  years  past — prices  are  reck¬ 
oned  in  1/8  parts  ofa  dollar,  or  1 2.5C  as,  for 
example,  a  stock  ofWalt  Disney  Enterprises 
selling  for  65  3/8,  which  means  $65  plus  3 
“bits”  worth  12. 5^  each. 

The  New  York  Stock  Exchange  never 
got  around  to  adopting  the  decimal  sys¬ 


tem! 


Mint  State  1 848  Rarity 


rt  -•  * 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example. 
Often  a  span  ofyc^mwill  elapse  between  our 
offerings  of  an  1848  of  this  remarkable  qual¬ 
ity.  .  5,650 

1 848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
15,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 


Important  1848  Dollar 


1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent 
toning  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  An¬ 
other  quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We 
believe  you’ll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity  of  an  even  higher  graded  coin . 4,650 

1848  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toned  surfaces 
with  hints  of  gold.  Silver  dollars  of  this  elusive 
date  are  always  popular,  and  we  buy  choice  ex¬ 
amples  whenever  we  can,  including  this  new 
purchase  just  added  to  our  stock . 1,850 

Very  Rare  1854  Dollar 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  dif¬ 
ficult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this 
grade  level .  5,395 

See  the  book  section  for 

DISCOUNTS  ON  GREAT  BOOKS 
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Gem  Mint  State  1867  Si 


Classic  1 858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 

An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade, 
high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all 
you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The 
1858  stands  alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia 
Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck  only  in  Proof 
finish;  no  examples  were  ever  made  for  circula¬ 
tion . 9,950 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  of  that  of  the  famous  1893  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 

The  production  number  for  1838  Proof  dollars  is  not 
known.  For  many  years  it  was  given  as  80  coins,  but  more 
recently  the  estimate  has  been  nudged  upward.  A  contempo¬ 
rary  letter  stated  it  to  be  210  coins.  The  amount  is  probably 
somewhere  between  that  figure  and  300  or  so. 

1859  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  silver 

surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Very 
sharp .  1,195 


MS-63  1859  Dollar 


1 859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 


1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superh  coin,  brilliant 
with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  From  an 


aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  nicer  than  some  you 
will  see  at  the  Proof-64  or  ever  Proof-65  level — 
as  you  will  notice  when  you  open  your  package 
from  us.  Highly  important  as  a  rare  date  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  quality. . 3,975 


Gem  1862  Dollar 


1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  from  an 
early  state  of  the  dies  with  finishing  striae  still 
visible.  Sharply  struck  and  beautiful.  Some  iri¬ 
descent  toning  around  the  rims.  Exceedingly 
rare  in  Mint  State,  far  eclipsing  a  Proof  in  this 
regard . 14,500 

Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  year  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  of  1861-1869  are  all  scarce, 
and  in  Mint  State  they  are  significant  rarities.  The  present 
offering  is  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  ever  presented. 

1 865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade  (and 
just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly  all  high 
grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs;  AU  and 
Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rarities . 1 ,450 


Discover 

Bowers  and  Merena... 

If  you  like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do, 
and  you  want  excellent  VALUE  for  your 
money,  discover  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  by  placing  a  trial  order  today.  Do  this, 
and  you'll  be  a  client  lor  many  years.  In 
fact,  many  of  our  clients  have  been  with  us 
since  we  started  business  in  the  1950s. 


1867  MS-64  (NGC).  Mint  State  and  rare  as  such; 
far  rarer  than  a  Proof.  First  three  date  numerals 
repunched,  the  1  is  repunched  twice.  A  prize 
for  the  Libert)'  Seated  specialist . 10,500 


Splendid  1867  Rarity 


1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny,  some¬ 
what  prooflike,  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  business 
strike  level.  Another  outstanding  coin  for  the 
Liberty  Seated  connoisseur . 4,950 


Choice  Proof  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  brilliant  coin  with 
a  hint  of  attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this 


one! . 2,850 

1871  AU-50 . 575 


Uloroa n  Hollars 

Guide  to  the  series;  Dave  Bowers,  Mark 
Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena  have  been  buying  as 
many  choice  Morgan  dollars  as  they  can  find.  Hav¬ 
ing  inspected  upward  of  10,000  pieces,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  our  office  with  several  hundred  hand- 
selected  beauties,  many  of  which  are  offered  for 
the  first  time  in  this  issue.  Although  we  try  to  bu\ 
coins  to  stock  them  in  depth,  all  too  often  we  have 
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just  a  single  specimen  of  a  given  date  or  mintmark. 

It  you  are  interested  in  Morgan  dollars  and  have 
done  a  lot  of  shopping  around,  you’ll  really  appre¬ 
ciate  the  quality  we  offer.  And,  when  you  con¬ 
sider  that  our  quality  is  outstanding,  you'll  find 
our  prices  to  be  very  reasonable.  No  wonder  that 
collectors  from  all  over  the  United  States  make 
Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquarters  for  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars. 

In  this  issue  we  have  grouped  Morgan  dollars  by 
date  and  listed  each  available  coin  under  that  date. 
Let  us  know  how  you  like  this  new  set-up! 

Well  Get  You  Started! 

Special  “Flying  Start’’  Morgan  Set  No.  1:  A 

great  way  to  begin  a  high  grade  collection  of  this 
beautiful  series!  A  flying  start  on  a  truly  beautiful 
display!  We  ll  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1878  to  1904 
era,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS- 
63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65  (if  you  have  a  grade  prefer¬ 
ence  let  us  know;  otherwise  we  ll  pick  a  selection 
of  various  grades,  targeting  the  aesthetic  quality  of 
each  coin). 

Our  Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1  will  include  at 
least  two  different  CC  coins  as  well  as  specimens 
from  the  other  three  early  mints  (Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans,  and  San  Francisco).  Your  net  price  is  $895. 
In  addition,  if  you  request,  we’ll  send  some  other 
pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you 
wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask 
for  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1 .” 

Sorry,  no  dealers,  as  we  are  hand-picking  these  and  spending 
a  great  deal  of  effort,  and  giving  a  deep  discount  too,  to  intro¬ 
duce  collectors  to  this  series  on  the  theory  that  once  the  quality  of 
this  set  is  examined,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  will  be  the 
source  for  all  of  the  other  varieties  you  need! 

And,  if  you  are  looking  for  a  special  gift  for  a  son,  daughter, 
or  friend,  this  set  may  well  open  up  a  wonderful  world  of  excite¬ 
ment  and  collecting  activity  for  them. 

Already  Started? 

Well  Help  You  Further! 

Special  “Advanced  Collection”  Morgan  Set 
No.  2:  The  quality  is  the  same  as  our  Set  No.  1, 
but  the  selection  is  larger  and  will  include  more 
scarce  varieties.  If  you’ve  already  started  and  have 
up  to  a  dozen  or  so  different  coins,  let  us  know  and 
we’ll  avoid  duplications.  If  you  are  just  starting,  then 
get  set  for  a  really  wide  selection. 

We  ll  select  $3,000  or  more  worth  of  dates  and 
mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1878  to  1904  era, 
each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63, 
MS-64,  or  MS-65  (if  you  have  a  grade  preference 
let  us  know;  otherwise  well  pick  a  selection  of  vari¬ 
ous  grades,  targeting  the  aesthetic  quality  of  each 
coin).  Each  coin  has  been  hand-picked  by  our  buy¬ 
ers — Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena.  Wait  til  you  see  the  QUALITY! 

Your  Morgan  Set  No.  2  will  include  at  least 
four  or  five  different  CC  coins  as  well  as  numer¬ 
ous  specimens  from  the  other  three  early  mints 
(Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco). 
Your  net  price  is  $2,695,  which  will  include  over 
$3,000  worth  of  coins  PLUS  your  choice  of  $  1  50 


list  price  worth  of  books  or  albums  (please  specify 
stock  numbers  or  titles  desired).  Or,  if  you  pre¬ 
fer,  we  ll  add  another  silver  dollar  or  two  to  the 
collection  instead,  thus  giving  you  a  set  that  lists 
in  the  range  of  $3,150. 

Ask  for  our  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  2.”  Sorry, 
no  dealers. 

Your  Own 

Museum  Collection! 

Special  Morgan  “Museum  Collection”  Set  No. 

3:  1  his  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and  it  may 
take  us  a  week  or  two  to  make  it  up  for  you.  To 
order,  just  call  Gail  Watson  at  1-800-222-5993  and 
make  an  arrangement  to  send  a  10%  deposit,  or 
charge  that  amount  to  your  credit  card.  Gail,  work¬ 
ing  with  Dave  Bowers  and  Mark  Borckardt,  will 
assemble  the  collection  for  you — carefully,  coin  by 
coin.  You’ll  get  over  $  1 0,000  worth  of  coins  at  our 
regular  prices,  discounted  to  you  for  only  $8,750. 
You  pick  the  grade  level  you  want — MS-63,  64,  or 
65 — or  we  ll  use  our  eyes  to  pick  for  quality,  just 
let  us  know. 

This  set  of  truly  choice,  brilliant,  lustrous  coins 
will  propel  you  into  the  “advanced  numismatist” 
status  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  You’ll  have  a 
museum  in  your  own  home! 

If  desired,  we’ll  send  you  some  additional  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  on  approval,  and  will  keep  a  “want  list” 
showing  pieces  you  still  need.  Sorry,  no  dealers. 

All  Eyes  on  Carson  City! 

“Eyes  on  Carson  City”  Set  No.  CC-1:  is  “where 
it’s  at!”  And,  no  doubt,  these  low-mintage  Carson 
City  dollars,  each  a  sparkling,  brilliant,  choice  coin, 
will  be  a  source  of  enjoyment  for  many  years  to 
come.  This  set  consists  of  one  each,  1882-CC, 
1883-CC,  and  1884-CC,  each  lustrous,  brilliant 
MS-63  certified,  total  value  $232,  net:  $209. 

Winners  Carson  City  Set  No.  5 

Set  No.  CC-2:  This  set  consists  of  one  each  of 

1878-CC,  1880-CC,  1881-CC,  1882-CC,  1883- 
CC,  1884-CC,  and  1885-CC,  each  lustrous,  bril¬ 
liant  MS-63  or  MS-64  certified,  total  value  over 
$1,1 00,  net:  $995.  You’ll  be  a  winner  and  hit  the 
jackpot  with  this  beautiful  array! 

San  Francisco  Dollar  Set 

Set  No.  S-l.  1878-S  to  1882-S  San  Francisco 
dollar  set  of  seven  pieces.  AU  to  MS-63,  represent¬ 
ing  the  first  seven  dates  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint,  in  a  custom  plastic  display  holder.  The  five 
coins  dated  1878-S  through  1882-S  average  MS- 
62;  and  the  two  coins  dated  1 883-S  and  1884-S 
are  AU-50  to  AU-53  . 435 

Moroaii  Hollars 
lor  Your  NHection 


ticularly  splendid  specimen  of  the  first  regular 

issue  of  the  series . $975 

1878  Doubled  Iailfeathers  (a.k.a.  7/8  TF):  •  MS- 

63.  Brilliant.  $99  •  MS-63,  Prooflike  $185  • 

MS-64.  Brilliant . $280 

1878  7  Iailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (parallel  top 
arrow  feather):  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $46  •  MS- 

64.  Brilliant.  $119  •  MS-64  (PCI).  B  rilliant. 

$119  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $935 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879  (slanting 
top  arrow  feather):  •  Brilliant.  MS-63  $99  • 

MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . $325 

1 878-CC:  •  AU-50.  Brilliant.  $56*  1 878-CC  MS- 
61 .  Brilliant.  $87  •  1878-CC  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  $90  •  1 878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $90 
•  1878-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
$185*  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  golden 
toning  around  the  rims.  $105  •  MS-63  (NGC). 
Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  $105  •  MS- 
63. (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $105  •  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $105  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light 
golden  toning.  $189  •  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Bril¬ 
liant.  $189  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  beautiful  gem!  Although  1878-CC 
is  not  a  great  rarity,  really  choice  MS-65  ex¬ 
amples  such  as  this  are  quite  hard  for  us  to  find. 
$995  •  MS-65.  Brilliant  gem.  Gorgeous! $995 
1878-S:  •  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $4 5* 


MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64,  DMPL.  (NGC) 

$315  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $260 

1879  MS-63:  •  Prooflike.  Brilliant.  $135  •  MS- 

64.  Brilliant.  $99  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $775 

1 879-CC  Perfect  mintmark.  AU-58 . $1,1 50 

1879-0:  •  MS-62.  The  obverse  is  toned  is  deep 


blues  and  vibrant  oranges.  The  reverse  has  just 
a  whisper  of  light  golden  toning.  $76  •  MS-63. 
$169*  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice!. $425 

The  first  New  Orleans  Mint  Morgan  dollar  issue. 

1879- S:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $27  •  MS-62,  PL 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $35  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $34 

•  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-65.  $133  •  MS- 

65,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $145  •  MS-65  Proof¬ 
like.  Brilliant.  $145  •  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
$285  •  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . $995 

1880:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $85  •  MS-64  (ANACS). 
Brilliant.  $85  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Difficult  to 
find  at  this  grade  level.  A  beauty! . $895 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  80/79.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp  and  frosty.  Whenever 
we  see  a  sharply  struck  gem  such  as  this,  we 
buy  it!  SPECIAL  OPPORTUNITY: . $615 

This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 
regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  8/7:  •  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $189  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $559 
1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/ 

Low  7.  Small  CC.  MS-65  (PCGS) . $615 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1879:  •  MS-61  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  $170  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
$175  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $189*  MS-64.  $259 

•  MS-65.  Always  in  demand . $615 

1880-0:  •  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  $105  •  MS- 

63.  Brilliant.  $345  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
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1 878  8  Tailfeathers:  •  MS-63  Brilliant.  $84  •  MS- 
64.  Brilliant.  $189  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  par- 
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$175  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 


$399 


l\ 


and  lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this 
scarce  (at  this  grade  level)  issue.  $1,675  •  MS- 

64.  Brilliant.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 

connoisseur  and  specialist . $1,675 

1880-S:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $26  •  MS-62,  PL 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $32  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $34 
•  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-65  (ANACS). 
Brilliant.  $135  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $135  •  MS- 

65,  Prooflike.  Brilliant.  $149  •  MS-66  (PCGS). 


$285  •  MS-66.  Brilliant . $285 

1881  MS-62.  Brilliant . $28 


1 88 1  -CC:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $195*  VAM-2.  MS- 
63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning. $205  •  MS-63.  Peripheral  toning  mostly 
on  obverse  in  light  rainbow  colors.  $205  •  MS- 

63.  Brilliant.  $205  •  MS-63  Deep  mirror  proof¬ 
like.  Brilliant.  $249  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  li¬ 
lac  toning.$239  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $239  •  MS- 
65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral  toning  on 


obverse.  $409  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $409 

1881-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . $95 


1881  -S:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $26  •  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant.  One  of  the  most  popular  coins  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  set.  Buy  a  really  nice  one  for  only 
$34  •  MS-64.  Reverse  is  toned  deep  russet.  $49 

•  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64,  Prooflike. 

Brilliant.  $112*  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $135  •  MS- 
66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $295  •  MS-66,  proof¬ 
like.  Brilliant.  ..t. . $325 

In  high  grades  this  is  the  most  plentiful  of  all  early  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars.  We  try  to  maintain  a  nice  supply  of  1881-S  dol¬ 
lars.  If  you  want  just  one  Morgan  dollar  for  a  type  set  or  gift, 
this  is  a  good  candidate. 

1882  MS-65.  Brilliant . $475 

1882-CC:  •  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

$1 19  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $100  •  MS-65. $269 

1882-0:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $26  •  MS- 

64.  Brilliant.  $59  •  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant. 
$135  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at 
this  level . $875 

1882- S:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $52  •  MS-64,  PL 

(NGC)  Brilliant.  $69  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $130 

1 883:  •  MS-64,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $  1 1 5  •  MS- 
64,  prooflike.  $115  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .$140 

1883- CC:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $63  •  MS-64 
(NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  $92  • 
MS-64.  Brilliant.  $92  •  MS-64  Proofiike.  $105 

•  MS-65.  Brilliant . $215 

1883-0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $34  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $49  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $133 


Gem  1883-S  Morgan  $1 


1883-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  beautiful  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 


highly  prized  of  all  Morgan  dollars  at  this 
grade  level . $3,495 

1883- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  all  grades. 

Brilliant . $309 

1 884:  •  MS-63.  $35  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $56  ‘MS- 

65.  Brilliant . $235 

1884- CC:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $68  •  MS-64.  $91 

•  MS-65 . $210 

1884-0:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $24  •  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $33  •  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS- 
64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
$49  •  MS-64  Deep  mirror  prooflike.  Brilliant. 
$115  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $135 


Rare  1884-S  Dollar 


1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  silver-gray 
surfaces.  Sharp  strike.  One  of  the  key  dates  in 
the  series  at  this  level . $4,895 

1884- S:  •  AU-50.  $219  •  AU-58 . $895 

1885:  •  MS-63.  $35  •  MS-63,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

$45  •  MS-64  (ANACS).  Attractive  gold  toning. 
$49  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64,  prooflike. 
Brilliant.  $75  •  MS-65-  Brilliant . $133 

1885- CC:  •  MS-62.  $235  •  VAM-3.  MS-63 
(ANACS).  Brilliant.  $239  •  MS-63.  $239  • 
MS-63,  Deep  mirror  prooflike.  Brilliant.  $275 

•  MS-64.  $255  •  MS-65.  A  frosty  gem! .  $475 

1885-0:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $24  •  MS-62,  PL 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $35  •  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant. 
$33  •  MS-63.  The  reverse  has  beautiful  shades 
of  rose  and  gold.  $33  •  MS-63.  The  obverse  has 
deep  golden  toning.  $33  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $33 

•  MS-63,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $45  •  MS-63, 

prooflike.  Brilliant.  $45  •  MS-64  (ANACS). 
Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64, 
prooflike.  Brilliant.  $59  •  MS-65 . $135 

1885-S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $126  •  MS- 
63  (PCI).  Brilliant.  $175  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 


Order  Today ,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

Don’t  wait  days  for  those  coins  to  come. 
When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just 
$10  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above 
that  amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 


Gem  Proof  1886  Dollar 


1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem. 

First  order  gets  it  for . $2,495 

1886:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $24  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
$33  •  MS-63,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $39  •  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Attractive  pale  golden  toning.  $49 

•  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64. 

$49  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $135  •  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . $345 

1886-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 
grade . $850 

1886- S:  •  AU-50.  Brilliant.  $63  •  MS-62  (NGC). 

Brilliant.  $169  •  MS-64.  Scarce  so  fine.  Bril¬ 
liant . $575 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . $1,095 

1887:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $33  •  MS-63,  prooflike. 
Brilliant.  $35  •  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $49 

•  MS-64.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  $49  • 

MS-65 . $135 

1887- 0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $100  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . $335 

1887-S:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $89  •  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $169  •  MS-64.  Brilliant . $509 

Gem  Proof  1888  Dollar 


1888  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Rare  so 

fine! . $3,150 

1888:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $26  •  MS-62,  PI 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $45  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $35 
•  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  •  MS  64 

Brilliant.  $53  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

1888-0:  •  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  $69  •  MS- 
64,  Deep  mirror  prooflike.  Brilliant.  $399  • 

MS-65.  Brilliant . $465 

1888-S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $168  •  MS-63. 
Brilliant.  $255  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  amber 
peripheral  toning.  $550  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. $550 
1889:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $53  •  MS-65-  Bril 
liant . $40S 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  Ill 


Page  47 


Kev  1889-CC  Hollar 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER 


1 889-CC  AU-50  (ANACS).  The  key  Carson  City 


silver  dollar  in  the  Morgan  series . $2,950 

1889-CC  EF-45 . $1,195 

1889-0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $215  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . $619 


1889- S:  •  MS-61.  Brilliant.  $115  •  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $129  •  MS-62.  Brilliant. 
$129  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $189  •  MS-64 
(Compugrade).  Brilliant.  $345  •  MS-64.  At¬ 
tractive  golden  toning  on  the  peripheries.  Bril¬ 
liant . $345 

1890:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $20  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
$37  •  MS-64 . $169 

1890- CC:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $249  •  MS- 

63 . $395 

1890-0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $70  •  MS-63,  proof- 
like.  Brilliant.  $140  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .$210 

1890- S:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $39  •  MS-62  (PCGS). 

$44  •  MS-62.  $44  •  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  $195  •  MS-63  (PCI).  $62  •  MS-63. 
Brilliant.  $62  •  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  $525 
•  MS-64.  $165  •  MS-64,  DMPL  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  $1,295  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $775 

1891:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $58  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
$140  •  MS-64.  Brilliant . $750 

1891- CC:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $185  •  MS- 

62  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $185  •  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant.  185  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $295  •  MS-64. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  somewhat  scarce 
Carson  City  issue . $575 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . $840 

1891- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . $46 

1892:  •  MS-63-  Brilliant.  $295  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 

One  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  of 
the  era . $625 

1892- CC:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $530  •  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $910  •  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  $850 

1892- 0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $225  •  MS-64 

(NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  toning.  $595  •  MS- 
64.  Brilliant . $595 

1893  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollars  at  this 

grade  level . $1,350 

1893:  •  AU-55.  $225  •  MS-63  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . $849 

1893- CC:  •  VI  -20.  $185  •  EF- 10.  $395  •  MS- 

61.  Brilliant.  $1,475  •  MS-61,  PL  (NGC). 
Brilliant.  $1 ,795  •  MS-61 ,  prooflike.  Brilliant. 
$1,795  *  MS-62.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  and  quite  elusive  Car- 
son  City  dollar,  the  final  “CC  issue  in  the  se¬ 
nes . $1,750 


NUMISMATIC  NOSTALGIA 


“Miss  Liberty  ” 

This  account  appeared  in  the  New  York 
Mail  and  Express  and  was  reprinted  in  The 
Numismatist,  May  1896: 

The  announcement  that  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty  is  about  to  be  married  has  aroused  new 
interest  in  the  woman  whose  face  is  known  to 
more  people  than  that  of  any  other  woman  of 
the  American  continent.  Every  man,  woman  or 
child  who  has  a  silver  dollar  carries  the  hand¬ 
some  profile  of  the  Philadelphia  schoolteacher. 
Miss  Anna  W.  Williams.  Her  classic  features 
have  been  stamped  upon  millions  of  the  silver 
disks. 

It  is  20  years  since  the  pretty  blonde  girl 
became  world-famous.  It  was  then  stated  that 
Miss  Williams’  profile  was  the  original 
of  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  on  that 
much  abused,  much  admired 
and  equally  much  disliked 
Bland  silver  dollar  [nick¬ 
name  for  what  numisma¬ 
tists  call  the  “Morgan  dol¬ 
lar”  today;  created  under 
the  Bland-Allison  Act  of 
February  28,  1878],  The 
friends  of  the  young 
woman  placed  every  ob¬ 
stacle  in  the  way  of  possible 
identification,  but  failed  in 
their  object.  The  story  of  how  Miss 
Williams  came  to  be  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty  may  be  retold,  now  that  it  is 
said  she  is  soon  to  become  a  bride. 

In  the  early  part  of  1876  the  Treasury 
Department  secured  through  communication 
with  the  Royal  Mint  of  England,  the  services  of 
a  clever  young  designer  and  engraver  named 
George  Morgan.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  coun¬ 
try  Mr.  Morgan  was  installed  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  and  was  assigned  the  task  of  making 
a  design  for  a  new  silver  dollar.  After  many 
months  of  labor  the  young  engraver  completed 
the  design  for  the  reverse  side  of  the  coin  upon 
which  he  represented  the  American  eagle.  His 
attention  was  then  turned  to  the  other  side,  and 
his  original  inclination  was  to  place  on  it  a 
fanciful  head  representing  the  Goddess  of  Lib¬ 
erty.  But  the  ambitious  designer  was  too  much 
of  realist  to  be  satisfied  with  a  mere  product  of 
fancy.  Finally  he  determined  the  head  should 
be  the  representation  of  some  American  girl 
and  forthwith  searched  for  his  beauteous  maid. 

It  was  a  long  search,  although  pleasant.  He 


to  be  Married 

told  his  friends  of  his  desires,  and  one  of  them 
spoke  of  the  really  classic  beauty  of  Miss  Anna 
Williams.  The  English  designer  was  introduced 
to  the  girl.  Mr.  Morgan  was  at  once  impressed 
by  her  beautiful  face  and  studied  it  carefully. 
Then  he  told  her  what  he  desired,  and  she 
promptly  refused  to  permit  herself  to  be  the 
subject  of  the  design.  Her  friends,  however, 
induced  her  to  pose  before  an  artist.  After  five 
sittings  the  design  was  completed. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  so  enthusiastic  that  he 
declared  Miss  Williams'  profile  was  the  most 
nearly  perfect  he  had  seen  in  England  or 
America.  His  design  for  the  Bland  silver  dollar 
was  accepted  by  Congress,  and  so  the  silver 
coins  have  been  pouring  from  the  mints  all 
these  years  adorned  with  the  stately  face  of  a 
Quaker  City  maiden. 

Miss  Williams  is  a  decid¬ 
edly  modest  young  woman. 
She  resides  on  Spring  Gar¬ 
den  Street,  not  far  from  the 
school  in  which  foryears  she 
has  been  employed  as  an  in¬ 
structor  in  philosophy  and 
methods  in  the  kindergarten 
department.  She  is  slightly 
below  the  average  height,  is 
rather  plump,  and  is  fair.  She 
carries  her  figure  with  a  stateli¬ 
ness  rarely  seen  and  the  pose  of  the 
head  is  exactly  as  seen  on  the  silver 
dollar.  The  features  of  Miss  Williams  are 
reproduced  as  faithfully  as  in  a  good  photo¬ 
graph. 

Editor's  note:  The  posing  was  done  in 
1 877,  and  Miss  Williams  first  appeared  on  a 
series  of  1 877-dated  pattern  half  dollars.  After 
the  Bland-Allison  Act  was  passed,  Uncle  Sam 
had  to  produce  millions  of  new  silver  dollars 
quickly.  Rather  than  resurrect  the  Liberty 
Seated  design  last  used  in  1873,  the  obverse 
and  reverse  motifs  of  one  of  Morgan’s  1  877 
halves  were  adapted. 

There  were  some  second  thoughts  at  the 
Mint  about  the  suitability  of  what  became 
known  as  the  1878  “Morgan"  silver  dollar, 
and  through  the  year  1882  both  Chief  En¬ 
graver  William  Barber  and  staff  engraver 
George  T.  Morgan  produced  additional  mo¬ 
tifs  in  pattern  form,  tbe  best  remembered  of 
which  today  are  Morgan’s  1  879  “Schoolgirl 
and  1882  “Shield  Earring”  designs. 
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united  states  sieved  i  i»i\s 


1893-0:  •  VF-20.  $119*  EF-43.  $2 49  •  AU-50. 
$533  •  AU-55  (PCGS) . $665 

1893- S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . $695 

1894:  •  EF-45.  $385  •  AU-50.  One  of  the  most 
desirable  of  all  issues  in  the  series.  Generous 
amounts  of  mint  lustre  remain.  $595  •  MS-61 
(NGC).  Brilliant . $995 

1894-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1894- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . $3,075 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . $154 

1894- S:  •  AU-53.  $225  •  AU-55.  $245  •  MS-63. 
Brilliant.  $840  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful  with  just  a  whisper  of  toning.$  1 ,485 

1895- 0:  •  VF-20.  $145  •  EF-40.  $210  •  AU-50. 

A  highly  important  issue . $840 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1 895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usu¬ 
ally  seen  specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco 
Mint  issue.  One  of  hundreds  of  silver  dollars 
recently  purchased  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark 
Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena  and  offered  for  sale 
in  this  issue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 
particularly  choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends 


here!  . $3,295 

1895-S:  •  F-12.  $155  •  AU-55 . $875 


1896:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $20  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 

$34  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-65.  ...$159 

1896-0:  •  AU-50.  Brilliant.  $112*  AU-53.  $126 
•  AU-58  (NGC).  $225  •  MS-60.  Attractive 
gunmetal-gray  toning.  $765  •  MS-62  (NGC). 
With  much  more  frost,  lustre,  and  brilliance 
than  usually  seen.  An  exceptional  coin  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint . $2,1 50 

1896- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  issue.  . $410 

1897  MS-64  Prooflike.  Brilliant . $155 

1897- 0:  •  AU-50  (ANACS).  $98  •  AU-50.  $98  • 

AU-55.  $  1 40  •  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  level . $  1 ,565 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been — 
since  we  began  business  in  1953.  Ifyou  are 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  for. 


1897-S:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $88  •  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  popular  San 
Francisco  issue . $509 


Memorable  Gem  1898  Dollar 


1898  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem  speci¬ 
men  with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Certainly 
this  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all  surviving 
Proofs  of  this  year . $3,095 

1898:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $28  •  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant . $210 

1898-0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $39  •  MS-63,  PL 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $49  *  MS-64  (ANACS). 
Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64,  proof¬ 
like.  Brilliant.  $85  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  yel¬ 
low  toning.  $130  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $130  • 
MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . $159 

1898- S:  •  AU-50.  $63  •  MS-63,  prooflike.  Bril¬ 
liant . $350 

1899:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $105  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
$169  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $550 

1899- 0:  •  AU-50.  $15  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $35  • 

MS-64 . $49 

1899- S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $245  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . $475 

1900:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant . $  185 

1900- O/CC:  •  MS-63.  $335  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
$475  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  this 
high  grade.  We  recently  bought  a  small  group 
(three  pieces),  all  selected  gems,  and  can  offer 
you  one  for:  $1,325  •  MS-65.  Attractive  light 


golden  toning  at  the  outer  rims . $  1 ,325 

1900-0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $35  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . $53 

1900-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . $133 


Beautiful  Gem  1901  Dollar 


1901  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  speci¬ 
men  with  light  golden  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Of  exceptional  importance  as  a  date.  An 


ideal  opportunity  to  acquire  this  exceedingly 
elusive  (in  high  grades)  Philadelphia  Mint 

issue . $4,750 

1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  An  end- 
run,  so  to  speak,  for  the  buyer  seeking  a  high 
level  1901 . $1,895 


Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  $1 


1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well- 
struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  1 0  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  Ifyou  have  been  seeking  a  high- 
grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 
ends  right  here . $4,325 


Mint  State  1901  $1 


1901  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  A 

rare  Mint  State  specimen  of  a  year  that  is  nearly 
always  seen  in  circulated  grades . $4,325 

1901:  •  AU-50  (PCGS).  $269  •  AU-53.  $309  • 
AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous.  $560  •  MS-61 
(NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  specimen  at 
this  grade  level.  Another  of  the  hundreds  of 
new  purchases.  Rare.  $1,995  *  MS-61 
(ANACS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  coin,  well 
struck . $  1 ,995 

1901-0:  •  MS-64  (ANACS).  1  ight  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  $53  •  MS-64,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $95 
•  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  $95  •  MS-65. 
Brilliant .  $210 

1 90 1 - S:  •  AU-53.  $140*  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $320* 

MS-64.  Brilliant . $750 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . $525 

1902- 0:  •  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS- 

64.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $140  • 
MS-66  (PCGS) . $  1 75 

1902-S:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $175  •  MS-62.  Bril 
liant.  $189  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $239  •  MS-64. 
Brilliant . $5 
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1903:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $63  •  MS-65 . $199 

1903-0:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $175  •  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $18v  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $199  •  MS-65. 


Brilliant . $359 

1903- S  EF-40.  $325  •  EF-40  (ANACS).  ...$325 

1904:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $63  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . $465 

1904- 0:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $34  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $49  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $133 


Gem  1904-S  Dollar 

1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 

Key  date . $2,950 

1904-S:  •  AU-50  (ANACS).  Hard  to  find  at  all 

high  grade  levels.  $535  •  AU-50 . $535 

1921  Morgan:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $19  •  MS-63. 
Brilliant.  $21  •  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant. 

$115*  MS-65.  Brilliant . $140 

1921-D:  •  MS-64.  $56  •  MS-65.  Brilliant. .  $309 
1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . $126 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help 
you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  7/8  TF 

280 

1878  7  TF 

46 

935 

1878-CC 

105 

189 

995 

1878-S 

37 

49 

260 

1879 

37 

99 

775 

1879-0 

169 

425 

1879-S 

49 

133 

1880 

38 

85 

895 

1880-CC 

189 

259 

615 

1880-0 

345 

1675 

1880-S 

34 

49 

135 

1881 

38 

85 

850 

1881-CC 

205 

239 

409 

1881-0 

38 

95 

1881-S 

34 

49 

135 

1882 

38 

56 

475 

1882-CC 

77 

100 

269 

1882-0 

35 

875 

1882-S 

34 

52 

130 

1883 

37 

53 

140 

1883-CC 

68 

92 

215 

1 883-0 

34 

49 

133 

1883-S 

1540 

3495 

1884 

35 

56 

235 

1884-CC 

68 

91 

210 

1884-0 

33 

49 

135 

1885 

35 

49 

133 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1885-CC 

239 

255 

475 

1885-0 

33 

49 

135 

1885-S 

175 

399 

1886 

33 

49 

135 

1886-S 

265 

575 

1887 

33 

49 

135 

1887-0 

335 

1887-S 

169 

509 

1888 

53 

175 

1888-0 

38 

56 

465 

1888-S 

255 

550 

1889 

53 

405 

1889-0 

619 

1889-S 

345 

1890 

37 

169 

1890-CC 

395 

850 

3795 

1890-0 

210 

1890-S 

62 

165 

775 

1891 

140 

750 

1891-CC 

295 

575 

1891-0 

235 

840 

1892 

295 

625 

1892-CC 

910 

1892-0 

225 

595 

1893 

849 

1350 

1894-0 

3075 

1894-S 

1485 

1896 

34 

49 

159 

1896-S 

1495 

1897 

53 

1897-S 

56 

509 

1898 

37 

53 

210 

1898-0 

39 

49 

130 

1898-S 

489 

1899 

105 

169 

550 

1899-0 

35 

49 

1899-S 

475 

1900 

35 

49 

185 

1900-0 

35 

53 

135 

1900-0/CC 

335 

475 

1325 

1900-S 

165 

295 

1395 

1901-0 

35 

53 

210 

1901-S 

750 

1902 

56 

525 

1902-0 

34 

49 

140 

1902-S 

259 

535 

1903 

45 

63 

199 

1903-0 

185 

359 

1904 

465 

1904-0 

34 

49 

133 

1904-S 

2950 

1921  Morgan 

140 

1921-D 

34 

56 

309 

1921-S 

126 

A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS  YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT! 

IVatit  Dollars 

Guide  to  the  series:  Peace  dollars,  minted  1921 
to  1935,  are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  especially  if  in  carefully  selected  grades. 
1921  Peace:  •  AU-50.  $84  •  AU-55  (PCGS).  $98 
•  AU-58.  $105  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $133  •  MS- 
64.  Brilliant.  A  lar  above  average  strike.  Some 
marks  keep  this  from  the  MS-65  grade,  but  its 
striking  compensates.  Just  purchased . $480 

1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1 922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 
the  1922  High  Relief  eclipses  even  the  famous 
1 804  silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beau¬ 
tiful  in  its  appearance,  and  of  unquestioned  rar¬ 
ity  and  desirability.  . $49,500 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition  R. 
W.  Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High  Relief 
dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not  re¬ 
leased.  One  worn  example  is  known  and  may  be  from  the 
business  strike  production. 

1922:  •  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $24  •  MS- 

64.  Brilliant.  $50  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $165  • 

MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . $975 

1922-D:  •  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $34  •  MS- 
63.  Brilliant.  $34  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $60  •  MS- 

65.  Brilliant . $560 

1922- S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $46  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . $320 

1923:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $18  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
$24  •  MS-64  (ANACS).  $50  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $50  •  MS-65 . $165 

1923- D:  •  MS-63  Brilliant.  $70  •  MS-65  (NGC). 

Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  gem  specimen.  $1,695  * 
MS-65.  Brilliant . $1,695 

1923- S:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $28  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . $295 

1924:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $22  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
$53  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $175*  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . $975 

1924- S:  •  AU-55.  $70  •  MS-62.  $185  •  MS-63. 
Light  golden  toning  on  central  devices.  ..$465 

1925:  •  MS-63.  $24  •  MS-64 . $50 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . $650 

1926:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $71  •  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant . $425 

1926- D:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $230  •  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant . S~2b 

1926-S:  •  AU-55.  $24  •  MS-62.  $42  •  MS-64. 
$195  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $1,050 
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Mils  inns  on  Coin 
Collecting 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Writing 

It  will  come  as  no  surprise  to  anyone  who  has  been  a  reader 
for  more  than  an  issue  or  two,  that  I  really  enjoy  writing. 
Thanks  to  my  Macintosh  PowerBook  5300c  (the  third 
PowerBook  I’ve  had,  and  perhaps  the  fifth  or  sixth  Macintosh 
I’ve  had  in  the  past  decade)  I  can  make  notes,  write  carelessly, 
and  otherwise  be  casual,  then  come  back  later  and  finesse  what 
I  have  done. 

Each  week  I  write  the  “Joys  ofCollecting”  column  lor  Coin 
World \  which  for  the  past  several  years  has  been  a  bit  shorter 
( 1 ,400  “characters”)  than  previously,  due  to  a  redesign  of  that 
newspaper.  For  a  long  time — beginning  in  the 
1 960s — the  column  was  ol  random  length  and 
was  called  “Numismatic  Depth  Study.” 

When  Coin  WTr/^/celebrated  its  25th  anni¬ 
versary  in  1985  I  was  told  that  somewhat 
over  750  of  my  columns  had  appeared  as  of 
that  time — more  than  for  any  other  out¬ 
side  contributor — and  since  then  probably 
over  500  more  have  been  done. 

In  addition,  each  month  I  do  the  “Coins 
and  Collectors”  column  for  The  Numismatist.  As 
a  writer,  the  best  “payment"  I  can  ever  receive  is  a  nice 
pat  on  the  head,  or  a  kind  word  from  a  reader. 

Beyond  these  steady  assignments,  I’ve  written  a  few 
pieces  over  the  years  lor  other  publications  as  well.  And, 
at  any  given  time  I  usually  have  a  book  manuscript 
or  two  or  three  in  the  works,  and,  of  course,  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  The  Coin  Collector,  and  our 
auction  catalogues  keep  me  busy,  the  last 
being  a  team  effort  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries. 

I  suppose  that  what  keeps  me  going  and 
my  enthusiasm  up  is  that  I  am  always  discov¬ 
ering  new  and  interesting  things.  In  my  office 
I  have  two  large  piles  and  three  bookshelves 
filled  with  yet  unread  (by  me)  1 9th-century  weekly 
and  monthly  periodicals  such  as  Harper's,  Leslie's,  Demorest's, 
and  Ballou 's.  While  none  of  these  is  about  coins,  among  the 
general-interest  news  about  America  are  many  little  tidbits 
about  coins  in  our  midst,  and  it  is  fun  to  re-discover  them. 

In  addition,  coins  themselves  are  fascinating  to  buy  and 
sell.  As  you  also  know  if  you’ve  been  a  constant  reader,  I  still 
find  inexpensive  1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC  Morgan 


dollars — which  cost  less  than  $100  each  in 
choice  Mint  State  grade — to  be  among  the 
most  fascinating  coins  imaginable — this  in 
spite  of  Bowers  and  Merena  having  bought 
and  sold  thousands  of  them  over  the  years.  If 
someone  were  to  offer  me  a  bag  of  1 ,000 
1  883-CC  dollars  next  week,  I  would  be  as 
excited  as  a  little  kid!  (By  the  way,  I  haven’t 
seen  a  bag  of  these  since  the  1 960s;  in  recent 
decades  we  have  been  buying  these  one,  two, 
or  three  coins  at  a  time  as  we  find  them.) 

Coin  people  are  interesting,  too,  and  when 
Joel  Orosz,  John  W.  Adams,  Carl  W.A. 
Carlson,  or  someone  else  writes  about  numis¬ 
matists  of  years  ago,  I  pay  rapt  attention. 
Over  the  years  I  have  published  my  share  of 
information  about  old-timers,  some  from 
personal  acquaintance  (the  Norweb  and  Eliasberg  families  and 
Abe  Kosoffcome  to  mind),  others  from  historical  research  and 
study  (examples  include  Virgil  Brand  and  the  Garrett  family). 

As  time  permits,  I  am  trying  to  organize  some  autobiographi¬ 
cal  notes,  possibly  for  a  “My  Life  In  Coins”  type  of  book.  And, 
it  has  been  a  wonderful  life,  and  1  hope  it  will  continue  to  be  for 
a  long  time. 

Why  Doesn’t  Everyone  Collect  Coins? 

Julian  Leidman  called  the  other  day,  and  we  had  the  chance 
to  discuss  how  much  we  both  enjoyed  numismatics,  coin 
collectors,  and  the  entire  spectrum  of  the  hobby.  We  both 
mused  that  as  the  hobby  was  so  exciting  and  coins  are  so 
\  interesting,  why  didn’t  EVERYBODY  collect  them? 
And,  that  point  is  certainly  one  to  ponder. 

I  used  some  of  his  comments  and  my  reaction  in 
my  Coin  World  columns  earlier  this  year.  In  this 
present  Rare  Coin  Review  I  repeat  some  of  these 
thoughts  and  add  or  modify  others. 

In  today’s  age  of  impersonality,  coin  col¬ 
lecting  offers  the  opportunity  to  be  indi¬ 
vidual.  No  two  coin  collections  I  have 
handled — over  the  years  there  have  been 
many  thousands — have  ever  been  pre¬ 
cisely  alike.  If  you  were  to  start  today  with 
a  budget  of  $5,000  and  John  Doe,  your 
neighbor,  were  to  start  today  with  the 
same  budget,  a  month  from  now  you  would 
each  own  different  coins. 

Each  day  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  unless 
I  am  traveling  or  otherwise  occupied,  I  check  the 
outgoing  orders  that  Gail  Watson  has  prepared.  It 
I  arrange  50  invoices  in  front  of  me  and  pick 
invoices  that  contain  from  one  to  three  coins,  chances 
are  that  no  two  invoices  will  be  alike! 

There  is  no  “right”  or  “best”  way  to  collect  coins. 
Offhand,  one  might  think  that  investing  in  MS-65  pieces 
would  be  the  way  to  go,  but  history  shows  that  virtually  every 
outstanding  collection  ever  put  together  contains  coins  in  all 
ranges — from  well  worn  to  glittering  Mint  State  or  Proof. 
Indeed,  some  of  the  greatest  numismatists  ofour  era  or  any  other 
have  specialized  in  colonial  or  early  American  coins,  many  of 
which  do  not  exist  in  higher  grades. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  see  how  people  start  their  interest. 
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Recently,  two  gentlemen  contacted  us  to  begin  a  collection.  The  client 
from  Pennsylvania  picked  1832-1844  era  Hard  Times  tokens,  while 
the  other  client,  from  Texas,  started  upon  820  gold  coins  by  dates  and 
mintmarks.  Oneof  today’s  leading  collectors  ofgold  coins  and  patterns 
began  his  interest  by  collecting  commemorative  half  dollars. 

1  his  brings  to  mind  another  point:  rarely  does  a  numismatist  collect 
just  one  specialty.  Rather,  over  a  period  of  time  they  go  from  one 
interest  to  another.  In  this  way,  as  a  collection  grows  it  often  contains 
many  diverse  series. 

Your  Own  Museum 

Having  a  collection  of  coins  is  like  having  a  museum  you  can  hold 
in  your  hand,  or  enjoy  in  your  home  or  office.  Coin  by  coin,  date  by 
date,  each  piece  evokes  memories  of  a  different  era  or  circumstance.  A 
common  1 943  steel  Lincoln  cent  recalls  the  days  ofWorld  War  1 1  when 
copper  was  needed  for  the  military  effort,  and  zinc-coated  steel  was 
pressed  into  service  as  a  substitute.  A  copper-nickel  Indian  cent  of  1 862 
is  Irom  the  year  in  which  there  was  great  civilian  uncertainty  as  to  the 
outcome  of  the  Civil  War,  and  people  stood  in  line  at  banks  and  other 
places  to  get  a  handful  of  freshly-minted  cents  as  they  represented  a 
solid  value — never  mind  gold  or  silver  coins,  these  had  disappeared 
irom  circulation  some  time  earlier. 

The  classic  1 793  Chain  copper  large  cent  with  Miss  Liberty  on  the 
obverse  and  a  continuous  circle  of  1  3  links  on  the  reverse  was  released 
in  March  1  793  as  the  first  federal  copper  coinage — and  what  a  prize  it 
is  today.  And  yet,  lew  details  survive  concerning  the  production  and 
distribution  of  this  early  coin.  It  was  not  until  1838  that  the  Mint 
Cabinet  was  set  up,  and  by  that  time  many  specimens  of  earlier  years 
had  been  irretrievably  lost.  Moreover,  it  may  come  as  a  surprise  to  learn 
that  until  the  early  1890s,  mintmarks  were  generally  ignored  by 
collectors.  It  didn’t  make  much  difference  whether  a  coin  had  a  CC,  O, 
or  S  on  the  reverse. 

An  1 825  Capped  Bust  hall  dollar  could  have  been  carried  aboard  the 
ship  Seneca  as  it  participated  in  the  opening  ceremonies  for  the  Erie 
Canal,  while  a  halfdollar  dated  1 824  could  have  been  held  by  Lafayette, 
the  French  hero  of  the  American  Revolution  who  revisited  the  United 
States  in  1824  and  1825  and  was  designated  by  Congress  as  “The 
Nation  s  Guest.  Speaking  of  the  Erie  Canal,  recently  I  had  a  nice 
conversation  with  a  client  and  friend,  L.N.,  who  related  that  a  boat  trip 
several  years  agoon  theErieCanal  in  Upstate  New  York  was  a  highlight 
of  her  life,  which  has  included  jaunts  to  just  about  all  over  the  globe. 
Because  the  canal  is  in  New  York  state  and  is  close  to  home — hardly 
exotic — it  is  overlooked.  If  the  Erie  Canal  were  in  France,  boat  trips  on 
it  would  be  on  everyone’s  itinerary  when  traveling  abroad. 

Yesterday 

As  I  see  it,  many  present-day  collectors  are  all  dressed  up  but  do  not 
know  where  to  go.  Traditionally — going  back  several  decades  ago — 
collecting  coins  was  easy.  One  acquired  a  reference  book  such  as  the 
familiar  red-covered  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins ,  looked  up 
various  series,  pounced  upon  one  being  interesting  to  collect  and 
affordable — say  Lincoln  cents,  Liberty  Head  nickels,  or  whatever — 
and  then  bought  appropriate  albums  in  which  to  store  them.  Most 
advanced  collectors  had  “National  ’  album  pages  sold  by  Wayte 
Raymond  and  others.  I  hese consisted  ofcardboard  sheets  with  circular 
openings,  one  for  each  coin  in  the  set,  the  openings  being  protected  by 
clear  acetate  slides.  Less  expensive  sets  were  often  stored  in  blue 
Whitman  folders.  In  fact,  just  about  anyone  who  started  collecting  in 


the  1950s  began  with  a  folder  of  Lincoln  cents — trying  to  find  such 
rarities,  seemingly  legendary,  as  the  1909-S  V.D.B.,  1914-D,  and 
1931-S. 

As  it  was  theoretically  possible  to  “find  a  fortune  in  your  pocket,” 
most  everyone  started  by  looking  through  loose  change.  Today,  these 
rarities  are  long  gone  from  pocket  change,  and  collectors  usually  begin 
by  making  purchases  from  dealers — sometimes  starting  in  a  very 
sophisticated  manner  such  as  with  Hard  Times  tokens  or  $20  gold 
pieces. 

The  advantages  of  albums  and  folders  were  that  a  collection  could 
be  seen  as  it  progressed.  It  was  a  living,  real  display.  Finally,  coin  by  coin 
a  Lincoln  cent  set  was  filled,  until,  perhaps,  just  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  or 
1914-D  remained.  I  hese  pieces  became  strong  objects  of  desire,  just 
like  filling  in  the  last  few  squares  on  a  crossword  puzzle.  Finally,  after 
writing  a  check  or  two  and  perhaps  wincing  at  the  price,  the  task  was 
finished — the  set  was  complete! 

Today 

In  contrast  to  the  situation  ofyears  ago,  today  there  are  more  things 
to  read  than  even  full  time  professionals  (let  alone  hobbyists)  have  time 
for.  There  are  news  publications  such  as  Coin  World  And  Numismatic 
News,  general  interest  magazines  with  great  articles  such  as  Coins  and 
Coinage,  the  monthly  Numismatist,  and  others,  plus  price  data  sheets 
such  as  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  and  its  contemporaries.  Beyond  that 
there  are  dealers  fixed  price  lists,  auction  catalogues,  and  other  litera¬ 
ture.  The  information  explosion  is  so  overwhelming  that,  indeed,  the 
once  essential  Guide  Book  is  apt  to  be  forgotten.  I  haven’t  even 
mentioned  coins  on  the  Internet. 

While  a  case  can  be  made  for  information  “overload  in  numismat¬ 
ics,  it  is  nice  that  there  is  so  much  to  read  about  series  that  were  once 
overlooked.  In  the  1 950s  very  few  people  collected  1807- 1836  Capped 
Bust  halves  by  varieties,  the  standard  reference  on  the  subject  by  M.L. 
Beistle,  1 929,  was  out  of  print  and  hard  to  find,  and  virtually  no  dealers 
attributed  them. 


The  above  illustration  is  marked  “The  Bank,  Chittenango, 
N.Y.,”  suggesting  it  was  the  only  bank  in  this  small  town. 
Presumably,  it  was  a  private  or  state  bank,  for  we  can  find  no 
listing  of  a  national  bank  in  Chittenango  circa  1908  when  this 
picture  was  taken.  The  impressive  Greek  Revival  structure  has 
a  wooden  roof  and  columns  and  a  brick  main  structure.  Wonder 
how  many  Barber  half  dollars  and  Indian  cents  the  gentleman 
out  front  has  in  his  pocket? 
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I  oday  in  1 996,  the  situation  is  just  the  opposite.  1  here  are  several 
good  books  and  studies  on  the  series,  including  the  standard  work  by 
A1  C.  Overton,  now  in  its  third  edition.  If  that  were  not  enough,  the 
John  Reich  Collectors  Society  (J RCZS)  and  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club 
(BHNC)  provide  forums  for  the  exchange  of  information. 

Personally,  I'd  rather  have  too  much  information  on  hand  and  be 
able  to  pick  and  choose  what  I  would  like  to  and  have  time  to  read, 
rather  than  have  little  or  no  information. 

The  computer  offers  many  possibilities  that  did  not  exist  in  the 
1 950s.  Just  about  anyone  with  a  computer  and  a  data  base  can  “collect” 
information  about  coin  auction  appearances,  grade  availability,  and 
more.  Indeed,  several  modern  books  in  various  series  have  been  largely 
composed  by  reprinting  and  analyzing  information  given  out  by  the 
Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  and  the  Numismatic  Guaranty 
Corporation  as  to  how  many  of  a  given  coin  have  been  classified  in 
particular  grades.  Unfortunately,  little  of  this  data  has  been  subjected 
to  careful,  intelligent  analysis — such  as  considering  that  percentage¬ 
wise,  rare  and  expensive  coins  tend  to  be  certified  more  often  than  do 
common  ones,  and  pieces  in  higher  grades  are  certified  more  often  than 
lower  ones.  This  causes  great  distortions  in  the  information.  For 
example,  although  tens  of  thousands  of  1901  Philadelphia  Mint 
Morgan  dollars  exist  in  “Good”  grade,  only  a  few  have  been  certified, 
as  they  are  not  worth  much.  On  the  other  hand,  Mint  State  coins  are 
extremely  rare,  but  of  those  that  do  exist,  a  high  percentage  have  been 
certified.  Anyone  studying  the  data  would  conclude  that  well-worn 
1901  dollars  are  great  rarities! 

Similarly,  more  MS-63  1932-S  Washington  quarters — one  of  the 
rarer  dates  in  the  Washington  series — have  been  certified  than  have 
MS-63  1 965  Washington  quarters,  although  untold  quantities  exist  of 
the  latter. 


Sorting  Information  as  to  Value 

While  as  a  traditionalist  I  can  see  that  certain  of  the  old-time  appeals 
have  been  lost,  and  that  certain  market  directions  have  changed 

without  logical  reason,  still  there  are 
many  advantages  which  were  not 
present  years  ago.  For  example,  for 
$100  or  less  one  can  buy  a  copy  of 
Walter  Breen 's  Complete  Encyclopedia 
ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  contain¬ 
ing  information  that  prior  to  its  pub¬ 
lication  in  1 988  was  very  difficult  to 
find  and  was  within  the  purview 
only  of  knowledgeable  collectors  and 
dealers  who  had  been  in  the  hobby 
for  decades.  Now  the  simple  expen¬ 
diture  of$100  will  bring  the  reader 
close  to  being  an  expert. 

Similarly,  many  fine  specialized  publications  have  been  published 
in  other  areas — references  that  were  not  available  years  ago,  or  in 
instances  in  which  they  were,  were  not  as  complete.  For  instance,  if  you 
enjoy  large  cents  dated  1 8 1 6- 1 839,  the  so-called  middle  dates,  there 
are  two  really  dandy  books  to  choose  from,  one  by  William  Noyes  and 
the  other  by  John  Wright.  In  contrast,  1 0  or  20  years  ago  there  were  no 
specialized  books  on  this  range  of  cents  at  all  and  one  had  to  rely  upon 
the  Howard  R.  Newcomb  reference — as  fine  as  it  was — but  not 


illustrated  with  photographs  and  not  particularly  detailed  as  to  rarity 
information. 


BUST  half 
fever 
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The  enthusiast  for  Capped  Bust 
half  dollars  minted  from  1 807-1 836 
now  has  an  updated  volume  by 
Don  Parsley  which  identifies  pieces 
by  Overton  die  varieties  and  gives 
rarity  information,  plus  a  fine  new 
book  by  Edgar  Souders,  Bust  Half 
Fever,  which  tells  of  some  of  the 
romantic  appeal  of  the  series  and 
gives  some  behind-the-scenes  ex¬ 
perience  of  a  collector.  Further, 
as  I  have  noted,  membership  in 
the  John  Reich  Collector’s  Soci¬ 
ety  brings  a  subscription  to  its 
journal  and  the  opportunity  to 
share  with  fellow  col  lectors,  and 
the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  offers  additional  value. 

While  there  may  be  an  information  overload  with  all  of  the 
numismatic  publications  one  can  subscribe  to,  including  dealer  cata¬ 
logs,  still  this  means  many  fine  opportunities  for  the  knowing  buyer. 
Ifyou  are  collecting  Indian  cents  by  dates,  you  can  concentrate  on  that 
particular  series  as  mentioned  in  periodicals  and  catalogues  you  receive 
and  ignore  anything  written  about  gold  coins,  commemoratives,  or 
colonials. 

You  need  to  sort  out  what  is  available,  but  when  you  do  this  there 
are  great  rewards. 

“With  all  thy  getting,  get  understanding,  it  was  said  years  ago. 
Today  in  1 996  there  is  a  lot  of  chaff  to  sort  out  in  order  to  find  plump, 
delectable  grains  of  wheat. 


Investment 

In  the  1950s,  investment  in  coins  has  been  a  “secret  that  serious 
numismatists  for  many  years  knew,  but  which  was  generally  unfamiliar 
to  the  public.  Virtually  every  old-timer  who  put  together  a  collection 
saw  his  or  her  investment  multiply  many  times.  The  late  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  in  a  talk  at  Evergreen  House  at  I  he  Johns  Hopkins 
University  in  1975,  stated  that  his  entire  collection — which  contained 
one  of  every  coin  from  the  half  cent  through  the  double  eagle  by  date 
and  mintmark,  plus  many  other  things  as  well — cost  him  less  than 
$400,000,  and  yet  in  1 982  we  sold  just  a  part  of  this  collection,  the  gold 
coins,  for  over  $12  million  at  auction.  The  Norweb  Collection, 
acquired  over  decades,  likewise  sold  for  multiples  of  its  value. 

While  financial  investment  has  always  been  a  bonus  to  nearly  all 
dedicated  collectors,  in  recent  decades  there  has  arisen  a  group  of 
people  who  have  elected  to  buy  coins  for  investment’s  sake  alone, 
without  caring  about  the  history  of  coins  or  even  knowing  about 
grades,  rarity,  and  other  basic  concepts.  Such  people  want  to  spend 
their  money  and  acquire  instant  profits,  so  to  speak,  without  spending 
any  time  at  it. 

At  the  same  time,  it  became  popular  for  investment  advisors  to  state 
that  to  be  of  “investment  quality"  (and  I  still  don’t  quite  know  what  this 
term  means)  coins  should  be  MS-65  or  Proof-65  or  finer.  While  I 
certainly  don’t  quarrel  that  an  MS-65  or  Proof-65  coin  is  a  dandy  thing 
to  have,  the  fact  remains  that  many  superb  United  States  coins  are  in 
different  grades,  often  far  lower.  For  example,  a  VF-30  1  802  half  cent 
would  rank  as  one  of  the  finest  of  its  variety  and  would  be  highly  desired 
by  just  about  everyone.  Similarly,  certain  varieties  of  Vermont,  ( Con¬ 
necticut,  and  other  early  coinage  can  be  desired  if  they  are  worn  nearb 
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smooth — no  finer  examples  exist. 

Equipped  with  investment  recommendations,  a  list  of  coins,  and 
the  guiding  principle  that  a  piece  should  be  MS-65  or  Proof-65,  many 
people  put  large  amounts  oi  money  in  the  market,  often  driving  up  to 
high  levels  the  prices  oi  coins  that  are  truly  common,  and  ignoring 
pieces  that  were  and  are  rare.  For  example,  among  gold  dollars  the 
1855-C  is  a  major  rarity  in  all  grades,  and  a  specialist  in  the  series  would 
delight  in  owning  a  nice  EF.  However,  to  the  unknowledgable  investor, 
an  MS-65  specimen  oi  a  common  date  gold  dollar  from  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint,  say  an  1853,  would  be  much  more  desirable  to  own,  while 
a  “worn  1855-C  would  be  ignored. 

Certified  Coins 

As  ii  all  this  were  not  enough,  the  thrill  of  the  hunt,  the  idea  of  filling 
in  missing  spaces,  has  largely  been  lost  with  the  advent  of  certified 
holders.  Instead  of  putting  coins  in  an  album  page,  many  coin  buyers 
have  their  “slabbed"  pieces  rattle  around  in  a  box.  While  it  can  be 
argued  that  there  is  no  problem  with  this,  still  much  of  the  challenge 
is  lost — sort  of  like  working  on  a  crossword  puzzle  but  instead  of  filling 
in  the  square,  writing  your  answers  on  individual  index  cards.  It  might 
be  just  as  difficult  that  way,  or  even  more  difficult,  but  an  enjoyment 
factor  is  missing. 

With  regard  to  certified  coins,  while  they  may  be  a  bit  awkward  to 
collect — and  I,  for  one,  hope  that  the  grading  services  will  work  on 
this  aspect — the  fact  remains  that  they  have  done  much  good  for  the 
hobby.  A  coin  in  the  holder  of  a  leading  certification  service  is 
guaranteed  genuine,  or  the  certification  service  will  make  you  whole. 
On  the  other  hand,  “raw”  may  be  genuine  and  come  with  price 
protection  ii  bought  irom  a  reputable  dealer  who  gives  guarantees, 
but  on  the  other  hand  they  might  be  fake.  Certification  removes  the 
uncertainty. 

With  regard  to  grades  marked  on  “slabs,”  I  might  not  agree  that 
everything  marked  MS-63  is  indeed  MS-63.  I  might  think  the  coin  is 
MS-64,  or  I  might  think  it  is  a  bit  overgraded  and  should  be  called  MS- 
62.  However,  there  are  very  few  wide  discrepancies,  and  the  chances  of 
finding  an  AU-50  coin  called  MS-65  are  virtually  nil.  For  the  begin¬ 
ning  collector  this  offer  is  an  excellent  protection. 

It  is  true  that  PCGS,  NGC,  ANACS,  and  others  do  not  describe  the 
strikes  of  the  coins  or  their  surface  coloration  (except  for  copper).  Thus, 
an  1807  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  slabbed  as  MS-63  might  be  sharply 
struck  (quite  unlikely),  as  flat  as  a  pancake,  or  anywhere  in  between. 
Also,  it  might  be  bright  and  sparkling  and  very  attractive  or  it  might  be 
as  ugly  as  a  toad.  The  holder  doesn’t  say. 

Good  News! 

You  as  an  observer  can  often  work  with  these  uncertain  aspects. 

I  ndeed,  once  PCGS,  NGC,  or  ANACS  assigns  a  grade  of  MS-63,  you 
can  look  at  it  with  your  own  eyes — even  if  you  began  collecting  coins 
just  last  week — and  determine  whether  it  is  sharply  struck  or  whether 
it  is  weakly  struck,  simply  by  comparing  it  with  photographs  of  others 
of  the  type.  Further,  just  about  everyone  has  a  sense  of  aesthetics,  and 
by  observing  a  coin  you  can  see  if  it  is  “pretty”  or  “ugly.” 

If  you  went  into  an  art  gallery  and  a  painting  were  not  attractive,  you 
would  not  take  the  word  of  the  proprietor  of  the  gallery  and  write  out 
a  check  and  hang  it  on  your  living  room  wall.  Rather,  you  would  buy 
it  only  if  you  liked  it.  So  it  goes  with  coins.  Once  you  determine  that 
you  would  like  to  own,  for  example,  an  1  807  Capped  Bust  half dollar — 
to  continue  my  previous  example — you  can  shop  around  for  a  certified 


coin  in  the  grade  you  want,  and  then  see  if  it  is  “pretty.”  If  not,  pass  it 
by.  There  are  enough  others  on  the  market  that  eventually  you  will  find 
one  that  is  just  right. 

At  the  same  time,  it  will  pay  to  buy  as  many  good  books  as  possible 
on  any  subject  of  interest.  If  you  are  collecting  Morgan  silver  dollars 
you  have  several  fine  volumes  to  choose  from,  plus  the  previously 
mentioned  Breen  volume  which  1  consider  essential  to  any  and  every 
library.  Sort  the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  and  take  advantage  of  the 
information  overload. 

If  you  plan  to  spend  $  1 ,000  or  more  on  coins  in  the  next  few  years, 
by  all  means  spend  a  few  hundred  dollars  on  books.  Your  chances  of 
collecting  enjoyment  and  investment  success  will  be  multiplied  many 
times.  I  would  not  sell  my  personal  library  for  its  weight  in  gold  if  I 
couldn  t  replace  it!  Very  often  in  my  numismatic  career  a  book  costing 
$10  or  $20  has  yielded  many  thousands  of  dollars  of  profit  from  the 
knowledge  therein.  And,  in  addition,  in  today’s  market  there  are  many 
good  books  that  are  basically  enjoyable  to  read. 

Market  Conditions 

While  I  am  at  it,  let  me  discuss  market  conditions.  The  great  influx 
of  investors  into  the  market  in  the  late  1 980s  drove  prices  of  many  coins 
up  to  unprecedented  heights.  Prices  of  coins  that  were  popular  and  in 
high  grades,  particularly  in  different  degrees  of  Mint  State  and  Proof, 
went  through  the  roof.  Today,  there  are  many  instances — take  com- 
memoratives  for  example — in  which  a  coin  that  used  to  cost  $1,000 
can  be  bought  for  $300  to  $500,  or  perhaps  even  less.  Ditto  for  the 
Morgan  dollar  series,  Peace  silver  dollars,  and  many  other  areas. 

Ask  yourself  this  question:  If  I  am  going  to  spend  $  1 ,000  today  on 
a  group  of  commemoratives,  wouldn’t  it  be  nice  to  buy  an  entire  run 
of  coins  that  would  have  cost  $3,000  several  years  ago? 

To  me  this  is  far  more  satisfactory  than  having  bought  them  years 
ago.  To  me  this  is  a  bargain  opportunity.  If  I  wanted  to  put  together  a 
nice  set  of  1892-1954  “classic  era  silver  commemoratives,  I  would 
surely  make  better  deals  today  in  1996  than  I  could  have  in  1989.  By 
way  of  analogy,  if  you  could  buy  a  $30,000  car  for  $  1 0,000,  wouldn’t 
it  be  a  better  deal  at  the  lower  price. 

Absolutes 

Often,  people  tend  to  look  at  coin  collecting  in  absolutes.  Rather 
than  relying  on  their  own  basic  instincts,  collectors  sometime  take 
other  peoples  word  for  such  things.  “Absolutes”  include  such  fallacious 
statements  as  these: 

1 .  Only  coins  in  MS-65  grade  or  Proof-65  grade  or  better  should  be 
purchased. 

2.  No  copper  coins  should  be  purchased. 

3.  Morgan  dollars  should  be  purchased  because  they  are  hot,  but 
half  cents  should  be  ignored. 

4.  Only  certified  coins  should  be  bought. 

5.  Gold  coins  are  better  than  silver  coins. 

6.  Silver  coins  are  the  most  popular  in  the  hobby. 

7.  Buffalo  nickels  are  where  it  is  at. 

8.  Coins  should  be  bought  only  if  they  can  be  acquired  at  a  discount 
from  “Trends”  prices. 

9.  All  MS-63  coins  (or  MS-65  or  whatever)  are  worth  the  same 
amount  of  money. 

It  seems  that  all  of  the  preceding  statements  are  incorrect.  Each  is  an 
absolute.  Each  may  be  correct  in  a  particular  instance  or  fora  particular 
person,  but  each  is  wrong  as  a  universal  statement. 
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I  he  Enjoyment  Factor 

Further,  the  basic  reason  to  collect  coins  is  to  enjoy  them.  In  today’s 
world  of  impersonal  things,  a  coin  collection  can  be  a  statement  of 
individuality,  a  challenge  to  complete,  and  if  carefully  purchased  and 
if  market  conditions  are  good,  a  treasure  of  value  for  the  future.  If  you 
go  to  a  coin  club  meeting,  convention,  or  somewhere  else  and  meet 
someone  who  has  been  collecting  coins  for  more  than  1 0  years  and  ask 
he  or  she  what  they  find  interesting,  I  am  sure  that  the  answer  will  be 
multifold  and  will  certainly  include  the  fact  that  coins  are  fascinating 
to  collect  and,  moreover,  buying,  selling,  and  trading  coins  with 
collectors  and  dealers  has  been  a  great  deal  of  fun. 

When  I  was  14  years  old  I  entered  the  rare  coin  business,  being  one  of 
the  youngest  dealers  ever.  Now  at  age  57  I  am  still  a  rare  coin  dealer.  I  have 
met  many  collectors  and  dealers  and  have  handled  many  coins  from 
common  to  rare,  and  have  had  a  truly  wonderful  life,  as  I  noted  in  the 
begi  n  n  i  ng  of  th  is  article.  To  be  sure,  not  everyth  ing  has  been  perfect — there 
have  been  problems  to  go  with  the  pleasures — but  one  cannot  have  peaks 
without  having  valleys.  I  wouldn’t  have  it  any  other  way. 

Coins  can  be  indeed  wonderful — a  way  of  life — an  extra  dimension 
to  one’s  enjoyment. 


Numismatic  Paradise 

How  to  achieve  numismatic  paradise?  I  n  a  phrase,  begin  slowly,  take 
time  to  smell  the  roses,  take  time  to  learn,  make  your  decisions  one  at 
a  time,  and  follow  your  own  instinct — just  as  you  would  if  you  were 
buying  a  painting,  or  selecting  a  sport,  or  going  on  a  vacation  trip.  Read 
as  much  as  you  can  about  a  particular  series  and  ask  yourself  the 
question:  Do  1  find  these  coins  interesting?  If  the  answer  is  yes,  buy  one 
or  two  inexpensive  ones  at  the  start. 

Also,  remember  that  everyone  is  a  beginner  at  some  time.  No  one 
was  ever  born  with  an  innate  knowledge  of  numismatics.  Even  Walter 
Breen,  Eric  P.  Newman,  R.W.  Julian,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Ken  Bressett, 
and  other  world-class  numismatists  at  one  time  didn’t  know  a  mintmark 
from  a  reeded  edge  and  hadn't  the  foggiest  idea  who  designed  the 
Lincoln  cent  and  had  never  heard  of  a  Morgan  dollar. 

Don’t  be  daunted.  Instead,  be  thankful  that  you  can  spend  an 
evening  or  weekend  with  Walter  Breen's  aforementioned  book  and 
emerge  with  information  that  was  not  available  in  a  single  volume  a 
decade  ago,  and  much  was  not  available  at  all. 

Ponder  these  words — and  then  enjoy  our  hobby  to  its  fullest 
extent. 


Trees  on  U.S.  Coins 

by  Russell  Easterbrooks 


In  early  America  trees  were  far  more  than  just  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  farming.  Trees  were  a  valuable  commodity  that  could  be 
converted  into  fuel,  lumber  for  homes,  and  into 
hundreds  of  useful  items.  Trees  were  a  source  of 
revenue,  a  natural  treasure  in  many  ways  more 
valuable  than  gold.  It  was  in  the  setting  up  of  a 
sawmill  to  process  trees  that  gold  was  discovered  on 
the  American  River  in  California  in  January  1848, 
leading  to  the  Gold  Rush. 

From  the  earliest  days  onward,  trees  were  vital  to 
commerce.  In  1622  the  British  crown  ordered  the 
Jamestown  colony  in  Virginia  to  produce  30  tons  of 
sassafras  bark  within  the  year,  to  be  used  in  medicine 
and  tea. 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  coins,  minted 
from  the  1650s  through  the  1680s,  are  dominated 
by  tree  motifs.  First  and  rarest  are  the  so-called 
Willow  Tree  silver  coins  depicting  curlicues  fanci¬ 
fully  resembling  willow  trees.  1  hen  came  the  so- 
called  Oak  Tree  coins  of  finer  workmanship  and 
perhaps  depicting  oaks.  Finally  there  were  the  Pine 
Tree  coins  which  were  readily  identifiable  as  show¬ 
ing  trees  of  that  specific  class.  Quite  possibly  tree 
motifs  were  selected  because  of  the  value  of  wood 
in  commerce.  In  a  more  modern  setting,  the  pine  tree  was  used  on 
the  1920  Maine  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar,  Maine 
being  known  as  the  Pine  Tree  State. 

Among  other  early  motifs,  trees  are  a  vital  element  on  the  Vermont 
copper  coinages  of  1785-1786  which  show  a  forested  rocky  ridge 
reminiscent  of  the  scenery  associated  even  today  with  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  The  so-called  New  Hampshire  coppers  of  D76 


depict  trees.  And,  there  is  a  luxuriant  tree  on  the  reverse  of  the  1796 
Castorland  (located  in  Upstate  New  York)  jeton  or  medal.  From  the 
wooden  cradle  to  the  wooden  coffin,  the  colonists 
realized  the  importance  of  wood  in  their  everyday 
lives. 

In  1935  the  Connecticut  tercentenary  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar  used  the  famous  “Charter  Oak’’  on 
its  obverse.  This  tree’s  renown  comes  from  a  hole  in 
its  trunk  where  the  Charter  for  the  Commonwealth 
of  Connecticut  was  hidden  from  British  authorities 
in  1687.  The  1936  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
commemoratives  show  a  palmetto  tree;  on  the  re¬ 
verse  of  the  1922  Grant  half  dollar  and  gold  dollar 
trees  almost  overwhelm  the  cabin  shown; 

Even  more  ubiquitous  on  coinage  are  laurel  leaves 
(on  Connecticut  coppers,  1859  Indian  cents,  and 
elsewhere),  olive  branches  and  leaves  (on  untold 
varieties  of  American  silver  and  gold  coins  where 
they  are  clutched  by  eagles),  and  oak  leaves  (Indian 
cents  1860-1909),  pine  branches  on  the  reverse  of 
the  1916-1947  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  and  the 
foliated  spray  on  the  reverse  of  the  1916-1945 
“Mercury”  dime — norshould  we  overlook  the  leaves 
on  the  reverses  of  half  cents  and  large  cents.  And  this 
is  just  a  short\\s\.\  Further,  without  trees,  ships  of  the  olden  days  would 
not  have  had  masts.  Thus,  “trees”  are  part  of  just  about  any  motif 
showing  a  sailing  vessel.  Further,  we  would  not  have  Booker  1  . 
Washington’s  slave  cabin  on  the  reverse  of  commemorative  halves 
from  1 946  to  1951,  nor  would  we  have  the  Conestoga  wagon  on  the 
Oregon  Trail  halves.  It  is  obvious  that  numismatics  sans  trees  would 
be  a  world  of  vastly  different  designs! 
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Brilliant  Gem  1927  Dollar 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1927  MS-65  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  sat¬ 
iny  frost.  Bright,  and  if  held  at  a  certain  angle 
to  the  light,  somewhat  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin 
that  ranks  as  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence 
at  the  MS-65  level.  Quality!  Just  purchased,  and 
offered  here  for  the  first  time  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review . $2,650 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  A  gem!  . $2,650 

1927:  •  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  $98  •  MS- 
63.  Brilliant.  $98  •  MS-64.  Brilliant . $335 

1927-D:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins 
have  been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance, 
lustre  and  quality.  If  you  are  seeking  a  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  date,  we  know  you’ll  be  de¬ 
lighted!  A  sparkling  beauty.  Only  a  few  left 
for,  each:  $140  •  MS-61.  $140  •  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $162  •  MS-62.  Brilliant. 
$162  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $239  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  $699 

1927- S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $225  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $819  •  MS-64 . $819 

MS-65  1928  Peace  Dollar 

1 928  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very 

elusive.  A  marvelous  gem! . $2,650 

1928:  •  AU-50.  $154  •  MS-60.  $175  •  MS-62 
(PCGS).  $209  •  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous, 
with  the  satiny  surface  characteristic  of  this 
date.  Lowest  mintage  regular  issue  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  $315*  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . $599 

1 928- S:  •  MS-63.  Scarcer  than  the  market  real¬ 

izes,  in  our  opinion.  $350  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
Scarce  at  this  grade  level . $  1 ,295 

1934:  •  MS-62  (NGC).  $87  •  MS-62.  Brilliant. 
187  *  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $115*  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $245  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . $1,365 


1934-D:  •  MS-60.  $70  •  MS-61.  Light  golden 
toning.  $87  •  MS-63.  $205  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  $675 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brill  iant,  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the 
Peace  dollar  series.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece 
of  your  collection . $3,795 


An  Indian  Peace  medal,  apparently  of 
James  Buchanan  (Julian  #IP-36),  in  ac¬ 
tual  use  by  an  Indian  chief.  Shown  is  Big 
Goose  in  a  snapshot  taken  around  the 
turn  of  the  century.  By  this  time  the 
medal  was  an  artifact  of  the  past  and  was 
used  only  for  display  purposes.  It  is 
significant  to  note  that  this  particular 
Indian  Peace  medal  variety  was  widely 
sold  to  the  public  in  addition  to  being 
presented  to  Native  Americans,  so 
whether  this  particular  medal  descended 
through  a  tribe  or  was  purchased  as  a 
souvenir  is  not  known. 


1934- S:  •  AU-50.  Attractive.  $420  •  AU-58.  $635 

•  MS-60.  $1,195  •  MS-61.  $1,325  •  MS-62. 
Brilliant.  I'he  coin  of  the  series . $  1 ,725 

1935:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $42  •  MS-62.  Brilliant. 
$49  •  MS-63.  $73  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $175  • 
MS-65.  Brilliant . $795 

1935- S:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $126  •  MS-61 

(PCGS).  $136  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $245  •  MS- 
65.  Brilliant . $1,065 

1935-S  Three  Rays  above  eagle’s  tail.  AU-50.  Bril¬ 
liant . $68 

Peace  hollars 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

230 

480 

1922 

24 

50 

165 

1922-D 

60 

560 

1922-S 

46 

320 

1923 

24 

50 

165 

1923-D 

275 

1695 

1923-S 

295 

1924 

29 

53 

175 

1924-S 

465 

1925 

24 

50 

168 

1925-S 

119 

650 

1926 

35 

71 

425 

1926-D 

230 

725 

1926-S 

50 

195 

1050 

1927 

98 

335 

2650 

1927-D 

239 

699 

1927-S 

819 

1928 

315 

599 

2650 

1 928-S 

350 

1295 

1934 

245 

1365 

1934-D 

205 

675 

1935 

73 

175 

795 

1935-S 

399 

1065 

Eisenhower  Dollars 

1976-S  40%  Silver.  Gem  Proof-65  or  finer.  Bril¬ 
liant . 1 2 


Trade  Hollars 

Guide  to  the  series:  Trade  dollars,  minted  for 
circulation  from  1 873-1878,  and  only  in  Proof  fin¬ 
ish  after  that,  are  a  very  attractive  series  offering 
many  purchase  opportunities.  We  offer  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  selection  in  this  issue. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  of 
the  business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873 
through  1 878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from 
1873  to  1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins. 
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Gem  1 876-S 


united  states  sieved  coins 


heavier  than  a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impres¬ 
sive  display! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1873-1 876:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIB¬ 
ERTY  point  toward  the  left. 

Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends  below 
LIBERTY  point  downward. 

Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1 876:  Berry  under  eagle’s  claw. 
Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  under  eagles 


claw. 

1873  AU-55  (PCGS) . 493 

1873- CC  EF-40  (PCGS) . 323 

1874- CC  AU-53  (PCI) . 395 


Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly 
toned  specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a 
rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  One  o(  just  two  we 
have  seen  in  MS-64  in  the  past  10  years.  The 
trade  dollar  specialist  will  enjoy  owning  this 
one . 4,650 

1874-S  Large  Mintmark 

1874-S  MS-63.  A  superb  coin,  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  Quality,  quality,  quality!  The  trade 
dollar  specialist  will  really  enjoy  owning  this 

one . 1,995 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  1 ,995 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1 874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874-S  Small  S.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 625 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 


1875  Type  I/I  I.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the  hard 
to  find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned 
and  very  attractive.  You’ll  like  this  one!  .2,295 

QUALITY!:  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  In  that  way,  your 
first  cost  is  your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never  goes  out  of 
style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  have  been  deliver¬ 
ing  quality  coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever 
since  we  started  business  in  1953,  and  in  the  process  have 
built  what  is  probably  America’s  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership. 


1875-CCType  1/1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 


lustrous . 995 

1875-CC  AU-55 . 425 


1 875-CC  Chopmarked.  EF.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  a  trade  dollar  that  actually  saw  service 
in  China.  Interesting  and  historical.  We  have 
just  bought  three(!)  of  these  and  offer  you  one 

for  only: . 145 

1875-S/CC  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A 

find  for  the  specialist . 1,950 

1875-S/CC  AU-50.  An  attractive  specimen  of 
the  only  overmintmark  in  the  trade  dollar 
series .  1,295 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  . 3,095 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1,895 


Notable  1876-CC  Rarity 


1876-CC  Type  I/II.  MS-62  (ANACS).  In  our 
opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  business  strike  trade 
dollar  in  Mint  State  preservation . 6,950 


1 876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,795 


Superb  1 876-S  Trade  Dollar 


1 876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  su¬ 


perb  coin! . 2,795 

1 876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62 . 650 

1 876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650 

1876-SType  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1 876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 


1876-SType  II/II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Nicer 


than  some  Mint  State  coins  we’ve  seen . 485 

1 876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 

lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  100 
1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 
1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1,495 


1877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 


higher  grades . 1,495 

1877  AU-50 . 245 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1.550 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1 ,550 

1877-S  AU-58 . 295 

1877-S  AU-50 . 235 


Try  Us  and  Youll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to  send  a  and  value  for  the  price  paid.  Since  1 953  we  have 
sample  order — something  small  and  inexpen-  been  serving  serious  buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of 
sive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  quality,  sendee,  nearly  everyone  who  has  contact  with  us. 
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18  8  Proof-64.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous  rar¬ 
ity.  . 3,350 

18~8-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray 
over  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter 
a  somewhat  scarce  characteristic  for  this  is¬ 
sue .  1,350 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning.  Last 
year  of  business  strike  mintage.  Your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed!  . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant 
and  lustrous . 1,050 


The  following  is from  W.  S. ,  an  Iowa  client: 

“We've  bought  quite  a  few  silver  dollars 
and  other  coins  as  well,  and  the  quality  is 
quite  good. 

"I  read  your  publications  quite  thor¬ 
oughly.  While  reading  your  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  97,  page  34,  about  your  state,  I 
was  a  little  upset  to  say  the  least.  [Ed.  note: 
The  article  said  that  New  Hampshire’s 
state  budget  operated  in  the  black  because 
of  good  old-fashioned  Yankee  thrift,  lots  of 
hard  work,  and  the  fact  that  the  state  did 
not  spend  a  dollar  until  it  took  in  a  dollar.] 

“Your  state  is  quite  beautiful  and  has  the 
benefit  of  many  tourism  dollars  including 
my  own. 

“Iowa  on  the  other  hand  has  millions  of 
acres  of  the  finest  prime  farm  land  in  the 
USA.  Our  ‘‘ subsidized ”  farmers  need  an  all- 
weather  road  every  square  mile  to  get  their 
products  to  market.  This  takes  a  great  deal 
of  tax  revenue  to  finance  their  construction 
and  repair. 

“Yes,  Iowa  has  a  budget  deficit,  but  we 
don’t  have  tourism  or  ski  slopes  to  supple¬ 
ment  our  revenue.  I  submit  to  you  that  a 
great  deal  of  your  state  income  comes  from 
other  states.  You  don’t  have  or  need  all  the 
roads  Iowa  needs  either.  Iowa  tourism  is 
negligible. 

“Our  illustrious  Republican  governor 
wanted  to  sell  500  of  the  remaining  1946 


1878-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1 87^9  Proof-62.  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  very 
popular  Proof-only  issue . 1 ,795 


Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden 
mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever 
find  in  any  grade  of  this  popular  Proof-only 

date .  3,350 

1880  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  Proof-only 
date.  Always  in  demand . 1,350 


On  the  Iowa  Scene 

Iowa  commemorative  half  dollars  a  year  or  so 
ago.  His  price  ofseveral  hundred  dollars  each 
didn’t  fly,  as  it  was  well  over  the  market.  With 
leadership  like  this,  do  you  understand  our 
dilemma? 

“I  recall  that  when  I  was  a  kid,  I  saw  a 
number  of  Iowa  commemoratives  in  regular 
circulation. 

“Your  comments  would  be  appreciated.” 

Editor’s  comments: 

Every  state  has  its  own  problems,  finan¬ 
cial  and  otherwise.  Having  lived  in  Califor¬ 
nia  for  quite  a  few  years,  I  can  at  least  contrast 
that  state  with  this  (NH)  one.  Here  in  NH, 
the  average  citizen  in  the  street  is  quite  con¬ 
cerned  with  and  participates  in  local  govern¬ 
ment,  and  also  keeps  abreast  of  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  state  capital,  Concord.  In  Cali¬ 
fornia,  few  got  involved.  (My  experience  was 
in  the  Los  Angeles  area,  and,  perhaps,  in 
some  other  areas  it  is  different.)  I  like  to 
think  that  the  NH  state  government  runs 
very  efficiently,  because  its  constituency  is 
interested  and  involved. 

If  a  school  kid  goes  to  Concord,  and  if  the 
governor  (Steve  Merrill  currently)  is  in,  chances 
are  excellent  that  he  will  be  happy  to  say 
“hello,’’  no  reason  or  appointment  needed.  1 
know  from  personal  experience  that  our  state 
and  national  representatives  are  very  much 
“hands-on,”  and  really  care  about  their  con¬ 
stituents.  Quite  abitofold-fashioned  America 


1881  Proof-61  (PCGS) . 1,395 

Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just 
1,097  were  struck . 6,495 

Beautiful  1882  Trade  $1 
1882  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Proof  trade  dollars  of  the  later  dates  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  appeal,  and  you’ll  experience  it  when  you 
see  this  beauty. . 2,450 


still  exists  in  NH.  One  thing  that  people 
consistently  say  as  they  visit  us  is,  “It  must  be 
nice  to  live  here.’’ 

NH  has  its  own  share  of  problems, 
including  taxes,  education,  and  the  like. 
However,  there  is  a  real  effort  to  maintain 
fiscal  responsibility,  and  this  is  why  the 
state  budget  showed  a  surplus  last  year. 
Further,  NH  is  one  of  only  a  few  states 
which  receives  less  in  federal  aid  than  its 
citizens  pay  out  in  federal  income  and 
other  taxes.  However,  in  1996  our  state  is 
headed  for  a  loss  position. 

With  regard  to  tourism,  this  is  a  major 
NH  industry.  However,  tourism  dollars 
don’t  automatically  flow  into  the  state.  To 
make  NH  attractive  to  tourists  takes  large 
investments  on  the  part  of  hotels,  motels, 
restaurants,  tourist  attractions,  etc.,  a  “you 
are  welcome,  it’s  nice  to  see  you’’  attitude  on 
the  part  of  our  citizens,  and  an  effort  to 
maintain  the  scenic  and  natural  beauty  of 
our  surroundings. 

I  am  not  familiar  enough  with  Iowa  to 
make  any  statements.  However,  I  agree  with 
William  Jennings  Bryan  (reference:  his 
“Cross  of  Gold  speech)  that  the  farmer  is 
the  backbone  of  America  and,  ultimately,  is 
one  of  the  nation’s  greatest  strengths.  You 
have  a  nice  state,  and  nice  people.  Some  of 
my  favorite  customers  and  my  wife’s  rela¬ 
tives  are  from  there! 
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Pratt's 

Masterpieces 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Looking  for  something  unusual  to  collect?  Consider  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt’s  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle — the 
only  U.S.  coins  with  an  incuse  or  “sunken”  design. 

To  put  it  more  accurately,  the  design  is  in  incuse  relief — 
raised,  but  with  the  highest  points  level  with  the  surface  ot  the 
planchet.  One  exception?  The  mintmark  on  the  reverse  of 
Indian  Head  gold  pieces  struck  at  the  Denver,  San  Francisco, 
and  New  Orleans  Mints.  Because  the  D,  S,  and  O  were 
punched  into  the  dies  by  hand,  they  appear  in  raised  form  on 
the  finished  coins. 

Initially  the  gold  pieces  were  known  as  the  “Bigelow-Pratt" 
coins,  so  involved  was  Boston  physician  William  Sturgis 
Bigelow  in  their  design.  Bigelow’s  credits  included  a  stint  with 
the  U.S.  Assay  Commission,  and  he  was  a  friend  of  both  Pratt 
and  President  Theodore  Roosevelt.  (Joseph  B. 

Bishop’s  two-volume  work  Theodore  Roosevelt 
and  His  Time  includes  letters  from  the 
Rough  Rider  to  Bigelow  regarding  the 
Spanish-American  War  and  an  attempt 
on  Roosevelt’s  life).  It  was  Bigelow  who 
persuaded  Roosevelt  to  let  Pratt  rede¬ 
sign  the  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle,  and 
suggested  using  incuse  designs. 

Pratt  was  well  qualified  for  the  task.  He 
had  attended  the  best  art  schools,  won  pres¬ 
tigious  awards,  and  worked  for  some  of  the 
world’s  leading  sculptors,  including  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens. 

Chief  Thundercloud,  a  Blackfoot,  served  as  Pratt’s 
model  for  the  obverse.  Thundercloud  was  a  former  U.S. 
.Army  scout  who  had  toured  Europe  with  Buffalo  Bill.  The 
American  Journal  of Numismatics  said  of  his  image  on  the  gold 
pieces,  “It  is  that  of  an  Indian  chieftain  whose  stern  counte¬ 
nance  indicates  that  he  is  ready  for  any  emergency  which  may 
arise.” 

For  the  reverse,  Pratt  borrowed  the  standing  eagle  from  the 
Saint-Gaudens  $10  gold  piece,  which  in  turn  had  been 
adapted  from  one  of  Roosevelt’s  1905  inaugural  medals 
(there  were  two  official  medals  that  year).  However,  the  bird 
on  the  Indian  Head  gold  pieces  was  not  an  exact  copy.  The 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  noted  that  “the  neck  is 
slightly  broader,  and  the  head  larger  in  proportion,  than  on 
the  recent  Eagles... and  the  clump  of  arrows  below  his  talons 
seems  to  be  somewhat  thicker.’ 


Alongside  the  eagle  was  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST,  which  appeared  on  the 
quarter  eagle  for  the  first  time.  Another  inno¬ 
vation  was  the  expression  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  as  2  1/2  DOLLARS  instead  of  2  1/2  D. 

The  first  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  and 
half  eagle  were  released  in  late  1 908,  not  long 
after  Ford  introduced  the  Model  I  and 
William  Howard  Taft  was  elected  President. 
(A  somewhat  less  momentous  occasion  that 
year  was  the  publication  of  Dr.  Bigelow’s 
book  Buddhism  and  Immortality.) 

The  December  1908  issue  of  Mehl’s  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Monthly,  published  by  Texas  dealer 
B.  Max  Mehl,  reported  that  the  first  consign¬ 
ment  of  Indian  Head  gold  pieces  to  New 
York  City  comprised  only  $  1 5,000  worth  of 
coins,  “and  but  one  of  each  denomination  was  allowed  to  the 
many  who  called  for  them.” 

Opinion  was  sharply  divided  as  to  the  merits  of  the  new 
coins.  Some  critics  claimed  they  would  become  receptacles  for 
filth,  while  others  praised  them  as  works  of  art.  Certainly  no  one 
could  argue  with  the  Numismatist,  which  called  them  “a  novelty 
in  modern  coinage.” 

They  looked  different,  and  they  were  different — not  only  by 
nature  of  their  incuse  design,  but  because  they  lacked  raised 
rims.  This  led  to  reports  that  the  coins  would  not  stack  properly, 
a  complaint  which,  in  retrospect,  seems  highly  exaggerated. 
Back  then,  banks  used  special  boxes  for  counting  and  storing 
gold  coins.  Each  box  had  several  tiers  or  layers,  separated  by 
sliding  partitions.  When  one  tier  of  coins  was  paid  out,  the 

partition  was  removed  to  provide  access  to  the  next  tier. 
These  boxes  held  $2,000-$5,000  worth  of  coins  and 
could  weigh  more  than  20  pounds. 

Bigelow  admitted  there  was  a  problem  in  stacking 
the  first  Indian  Head  gold  pieces,  but  blamed  it  on 
an  accidental  warping  of  a  die  during  the  hardening 
process.  Mint  officials  promised  it  would  not  hap¬ 
pen  again. 

Indian  Head  quarter  eagles  were  struck  inter¬ 
mittently  until  1929,  the  year  of  the  stock 
market  crash.  Production  was  suspended  from 
1916  through  1924,  and  it  was  during  this 
lapse  in  production  that  Bela  Pratt  died  from 
heart  disease,  in  Boston.  The  year  was  1917. 
The  annual  mintage  of  quarter  eagles  was 
usually  several  hundred  thousand  pieces.  Small 
quantities  of  Matte  Proofs  were  struck  from  1 908 
through  1914,  and  are  highly  prized  by  collectors.  In 
their  own  day,  Matte  Proofs  were  unpopular  because  they  were 
difficult  to  distinguish  from  coins  that  were  minted  for  circula¬ 
tion. 

In  1910,  the  Mint  Director  threatened  to  suspend  produc¬ 
tion  of  all  quarter  eagles  except  proofs,  but  the  plan  was  canceled 
when  unexpected  demand  drained  the  stockpile  of  coins  late  in 
the  year. 

Among  circulation  strikes,  the  most  valuable  Indian  Head 
quarter  eagle  is  the  1911  -D.  Fewer  than  60,000  examples  were 
minted,  and  an  MS-60  specimen  commands  several  thousand 
dollars.  The  only  other  mintmarked  coins  in  the  Indian  Head 
quarter  eagles  series  are  the  1 914-D  and  the  1 925-D,  each  with 
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a  mintage  of  approximately  half  a  million  pieces. 

I  lie  Indian  Head  hall  eagle  had  the  same  life  span  as  its  little 
brother,  but  the  coinage  presses  were  silent  from  1917  through  1928. 
1  he  only  Indian  Head  $5  gold  pieces  with  a  mintage  ol  more  than  one 
million  pieces  are  the  1909-D  and  191 1-S.  At  the  opposite  end  ol  the 
spectrum  is  the  1 909-0,  the  only  Indian  Head  gold  piece  struck  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint,  which  suspended  all  coinage  operations  later  that 
same  year.  Fewer  than  25,000  1909-0  hall  eagles  were  minted. 

1  he  series  should  have  ended  with  a  bang  as  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
struck  662,000  $5  gold  pieces  in  1929,  but  most  ol  them  were  never 
issued. 

It  would  be  easy  to  blame  the  Depression  for  the  coins’  demise,  but 


Money  in 

The  following  is  from  Jim  Loyd ,  a  Texas  reader: 

I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  enjoyed  reading  your  Coin  World  article 
(titled  'Grading  situation  should  not  deter  collectors  from  pursuing 
interests’).  You  provided  clear  guidelines  to  some  serious  and  complex 
questions  that  lace  the  numismatic  community.  Most  importantly, 
you  did  it  very  concisely.  That  deserves  a  special  ‘thanks.’ 

‘Also,  I’ve  recently  read  through  many  Texas  newspapers  from  the 
1 840s  through  about  1871.1  have  yet  to  run  across  specific  references 
or  descriptions  of  the  types  of  money  in  circulation  here  in  Texas 
during  this  period.  As  early  as  the  1840s,  business  transactions  were 
expressed  in  U.S.  dollars,  usually  without  reference  to  either  gold  or 
paper.  I  suppose  that  the  business  community  understood  when  gold 
was  the  required  medium  of  exchange.  The  only  references  to  foreign 
currencies  were  to  the  British  pound,  and  this  seems  to  have  been 
limited  to  transactions  at  the  Cotton  Exchange  in  Galveston.  Inci¬ 
dentally,  Galveston  was  T exas’  largest  city  and  most  robust  commer¬ 
cial  site  until  later  in  the  19th  century. 

I  have  noted  that  there  was  quite  a  controversy  after  the  Civil  War 
concerning  paper  and  gold  convertibility  problems,  especially  as  it 
related  to  transactions  at  various  phases  of  the  cotton  business.  The 
trend  was  toward  making  all  contracts  within  the  cotton  trade  payable 
in  gold.  If  that  happened,  it  wasn’t  until  later  in  the  century.  I  find  it 
strange — at  least  to  the  extent  that  it  did  not  match  with  my  expecta¬ 
tions — that  there  was  no  discussion  or  mention  of  other  currencies. 
And,  although  National  Banks  were  chartered  in  Houston  and  Galveston 
during  1865-66,  there  was  no  mention  of  distinctions  of  any  type 
between  the  U.S.  ‘‘greenbacks”  and  National  Bank  notes. 

"I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  advise  me  of  available  sources 
(if  there  are  any)  that  would  provide: 

“(1)  Guidance  regarding  the  types  of  specie  or  currency  in 
circulation  in  Texas  (1846-1875)  and/or 

“(2)  The  amount  of  National  Bank  currency  issued  by  the  few 
NBs  in  Texas  prior  to  1875.  Meanwhile,  I  will  continue  to  attempt 
to  find  primary  references  here  in  Austin  at  the  State  Archives.  I’ll 
keep  you  posted  if  I  find  something.  Thanks  for  your  assistance. 

“Best  wishes,” 

Editor’s  reply: 

Dear  Jim: 

With  regard  to  money  in  circulation,  having  looked  through  scads 
of  1  9th-century  newspapers,  I  am  unhappy  to  report  that  the  many 
newspapers  I  have  seen  have  not  given  much  in  the  way  of  solid 


gold  pieces  had  never  circulated  extensively  even  in  the  best  of  times. 
Annual  production  usually  took  place  late  in  the  year,  so  the  coins  could 
be  used  as  Christmas  gifts.  In  most  cases,  the  fortunate  recipients 
quickly  spent  them,  and  by  the  end  ofjanuary  the  coins  had  found  their 
way  back  to  the  subtreasuries. 

Saying  that  gold  was  needed  for  national  credit,  not  coins  that 
disappeared  from  circulation  as  quickly  as  they  were  minted,  U.S. 
Treasury  Secretary  Andrew  W.  Mellon  urged  Congress  to  discontinue 
the  quarter  eagle  in  1 930.  He  needn’t  have  bothered.  A  few  years  later, 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  issued  a  series  of  executive  orders  that 
ended  the  production  and  distribution  of  all  gold  coins,  including  Bela 
Pratt’s  wonderful  masterpieces. 


Early  Texas 

numismatic  information.  Apparently,  coins  and  notes  in  circulation 
were  taken  for  granted,  just  as  they  are  today. 

I  suppose  if  you  were  to  look  at  all  the  newspapers  published  in  the 
United  States  in  the  1990s,  and  endeavor  to  find  out  how  many 
bicentennial  quarter  dollars  could  be  found  in  cash  registers,  or  what 
a  pocketful  of  change  might  consist  of,  you  would  be  disappointed.  I 
guess  this  is  knowledge  that  everyone  knows,  yet  no  one  knows. 

I  do  have  on  microfilm  some  19th-century  banking  magazines, 
and  I’d  be  happy  to  loan  these  microfilms  to  you  for  your  research. 
However,  I  haven’t  specifically  checked  to  see  what,  if  anything,  is  said 
about  Texas.  From  time  to  time,  I  have  had  occasion  to  contact  the 
Treasury  Department  in  Washington  concerning  the  history  of 
specific  banks.  Amazingly,  they  have  detailed  files  on  many  (all?) 
national  banks,  including  correspondence  to  and  from  officers,  and 
the  like.  1  his  is  a  very  rich  field  for  research,  and  I  suggest  that  you 
might  pursue  it.  As  you  know,  the  banks  were  subject  to  periodic 
federal  examinations  and  reporting  procedures. 

After  the  Civil  War,  there  were  several  different  standards  of  value. 
Silver  coins,  gold  coins,  and  paper  money  each  traded  at  different  rates 
with  respect  to  each  other.  $  1 00  in  greenbacks  was  not  worth  as  much 
as  $100  in  silver  dollars,  for  example.  It  was  not  until  December  1879 
that  all  three  values  came  together  at  par. 

Thanks  for  sending  the  trivia,  published  herewith: 

Historical  numismatic  trivia  found  by  Jim  Loyd: 

(1)  In  the  Galveston  Commercial  Bulletin  of  November  23,  1867, 
a  man  who  had  spent  time  in  San  Francisco  during  1 849  described  an 
incident  which  provided  some  insight  into  the  cost  of  living  during  the 
early  gold  rush  period.  He  said  that  he  had  six  Mexican  [silver]  dollars 
in  his  pocket  when  he  ordered  two  eggs,  coffee,  and  bread.  The  bill 
came  to  exactly  six  dollars!  He  noted  in  his  journal  that  the  proprietor’s 
hen  had  been  an  “eggs  cellent”  investment. 

(2)  Article  from  the  Galveston  Commercial  Bulletin  of  F  ebruary  29 , 
1868  (complete  text):  “The  House  Committee  on  Coinage  and 
Measures  has  instructed  its  chairman  to  prepare  a  bill  providing  for  a 
uniform  coinage  of  one,  two,  three,  five,  ten  and  twenty  cent  pieces. 
They  are  to  be  of  the  same  metal  as  the  new  five  cent  pieces,  are  to  be 
of  similar  devices,  and  be  of  different  sizes  and  weights.  ” 

(3)  From  the  Galveston  News  of  November  17,  1869  (complete 
text):  “  I  he  San  Antonio  Starot the  1 1  th  inst.  says:  We  heard  the  other 
day  of  the  sale  of  three  hundred  fine  beef  cattle,  about  thirty  miles  from 
San  Antonio,  for  three  hundred  dollars  in  greenbacks.” 
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Guide  to  the  series:  American  gold  coins  were 
minted  for  general  circulation  in  the  denominations 
$1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10  and  $20.  The  larger  de¬ 
nominations — $5,  $10,  and  $20 — were  primarily 
intended  as  bullion  coins  for  use  in  bank-to-banl< 
settlements,  international  transactions,  and  other 
financing.  As  many  of  these  were  shipped  overseas 
during  the  19th  and  early  20th  centuries,  fairly 
substantial  quantities  exist  today,  making  them 
highly  collectible.  This  is  particularly  true  for  many 
issues  from  about  the  1880s  to  the  1920s.  Most 
earlier  issues,  even  of  high  mintages,  are  quite  rare 
if  in  Mint  State.  $1  and  $3  coins  are  rare  in  all 
grades,  were  discontinued  in  1 889,  and  have  been 
fairly  elusive  ever  since.  $2.50  pieces,  known  as 
quarter  eagles,  are  also  scarce  in  comparison  to  the 
higher  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  vari¬ 
eties  is  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100;  avail¬ 
able  from  us  for  $80  net  plus  $6.50  shipping  and 
handling). 

Q.  David  Bowers’  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History  is  also  highly  recommended  and 
was  once  quoted  by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  in  an  address  about  gold  coins.  Lots  of  inter¬ 
esting  reading  here! 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by  date, 
sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very  satisfying 
exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one  each  of  the 
major  design  types,  either  starting  with  the  reduced- 
weight  gold  coins  (first  minted  on  August  1 ,  1834), 
and  continuing  in  certain  denominations  through 
1 933,  or  incorporating  the  early  series  1795-1 834  as 
well.  The  larger  denominations  such  as  $20  are  very 
affordable  and  in  some  instances  sell  for  relatively 
little  over  bullion  or  melt-down  value,  despite  their 
being  75  to  1 00  or  more  years  old. 

Here  are  some  ideas  for  building  a  type  set  ofU.S. 
gold  coins,  incorporating  at  the  same  time  an  invi¬ 
tation  for  you  to  select  from  the  coins  we  offer  for 
sale  in  various  grades  and  price  levels.  Of  course, 
we'd  be  happy  to  help  you  put  together  a  set  of 
interest,  if  you  would  find  this  more  convenient 
than  picking  and  choosing  from  our  stock: 

•  Suggestion  No.  1:  Basic  denomination  typeset: 
One  specimen  each  of  $1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  gold  coins  =  6  coins. 

•  Suggestion  No.  2:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(basic),  with  designs  of  the  circa  1839-1907  era: 


$1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  =  6  coins. 

•  Suggestion  No.  3:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(advanced):  $1  Type  I  Liberty  Head  design  (1849- 
1854),  $1  Type  II  Indian  Princess  (1854-1856),  $1 
Type  III  Indian  Princess  (1856-1889),  $2.50,  $3, 
$5  without  motto  (1839-1866),  $5  with  motto 
(1866-1908),  $10  without  motto  (1838-1866),  $10 
with  motto  (1866-1907),  $20  without  motto 
(1850-1866),  $10  with  motto  and  with  reverse 
spelling  as  TWENTY  D.  (1866-1876),  $20  with 
motto  and  with  reverse  spelling  as  TWENTY 
DOLLARS  ( 1 877- 1 907)  =  1 2  coins. 

•  Suggestion  No.  4:  20th-century  gold  type  set 
(basic),  with  designs  introduced  after  1900:  Indian 
Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head  $5,  Saint-Gaudens  In¬ 
dian  $10,  and  Saint-Gaudens  $20  =  4  coins. 

•  Suggestion  No.  5:  20th-century  gold  type  set 
(sophisticated):  Indian  Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head 
$5,  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  without  motto 
(1907  or  1908),  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  with 
motto  (1908  to  1933),  MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens 
$20  minted  only  in  1 907,  Saint-Gaudens  $20  with 
Arabic  numerals  in  date  (1907  and  1908),  and 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  with  motto  (1908  to  1933)  = 
7  coins. 

•  Suggestion  No.  6:  Combine  Suggestions  2  and 
4,  for  an  expanded  basic  gold  type  set. 

•  Suggestion  No.  7:  Combine  Suggestion  Nos. 
3  and  5  for  an  eye-popping  sophisticated  gold  type 
set. 

$1  Golil  Pieces 


1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1 854  Type  I.  MS-60 . 350 

1 854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC) . 995 


First  year  of  the  Type  II  with  Indian  Princess  obverse 
and  “agricultural  wreath”  reverse,  the  same  general  style  used 
the  same  year  on  the  new  $3  denomination;  dies  by  James  B. 
Longacre. 

The  Type  II  proved  to  be  short  lived  and  was  made  only 
in  part  of  1854,  all  of  1855,  and  only  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  in  1856. 


1856-S  Type  II.  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  yellow 
gold.  Nicely  struck.  Another  of  the  hundreds 
of  new  purchases  listed  in  this  issue . 2,195 

Obverse  with  three  radial  breaks.  Interesting! 

The  1856-S  gold  dollar  is  of  the  Type  II  design  of  the 
year  previous.  In  1856,  San  Francisco  was  the  only  mint  to 


use  this  anachronistic  motif.  All  examples  arc  scarce  and 
highly  desired  today. 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  595 

OnarltT  Emiles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,950 

Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when 
found  at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade.  A 
prize  item  for  the  advanced  specialist.  ...2,750 
1856-S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Quite  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  grade  level.  One  of  the  finest  we  have 

handled . 1 ,895 

1857  MS-61  (NGC) . 485 

1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle 
at  this  grade  level.  Another  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  collector . 1,850 

San  Francisco  quarter  eagles  of  this  era  are  typically  seen 
in  lower  grades  such  as  VF  and  EF.  Specimens  at  the  AU 
level  are  very  scarce. 


1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  issue.  A  find 
for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist .  2,450 


Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869-S  ALJ-58  (PCGS).  Bright  vellow-gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 
rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 
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united  status  mini  coins 


Low-Mintage  1885  $2.50 
1 88 AU-50.  Highly  important  issue.  Only  800 
business  strikes  were  made,  one  of  the  lowest 
production  figures  in  American  numismat¬ 
ics . 2,250 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so 

nice . 1 ,450 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,050 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof  1906  $2.50 


outstanding  specimen  of  the  most  wanted,  rar¬ 
est  variety  of  the  1 908- 1 929  quarter  eagle  se¬ 
ries . 10,900 

1913  AU-55 . 185 

1 929  AU-58  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  quarter  eagle 

denomination . 195 

Is  QUALITY  important  to  you?  Well,  it  is  certainly 

important  to  us,  and  our  buyers — Dave  Bowers,  Mark 

Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena — spend  more  time  and  effort 
buying  coins  than  we  do  selling  them!!!  If  you  would  like  to 
add  quality  coins  to  your  collection,  make  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  your  headquarters.  For  many  years  we  have  been 
supplying  high-quality  half  cents  and  other  early  coins  to  the 
most  discriminating  numismatists  in  America.  Join  them! 


$3  (.nlil  Pieces 


1906  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering 


beauty.  Rare  so  fine . 5,150 

1908  AU-58.  First  year  of  the  Indian  motif.  ..  199 

1910  MS-62 . 375 

1910  MS-60.  Brilliant . 260 

1910  AU-55 . 185 


Gem  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 


Splendid  1854  $3 


1854  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  is¬ 
sue . 6,895 

In  the  year  1854  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  is 
in  much  smaller  letters  than  on  issues  1855-1889.  Dies  by 
Chief  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre. 

1 854  AU-58  (NGC).  Most  original  lustre  and  bril¬ 
liance  is  seen.  Beautiful! . 1 ,385 

1854-D  $3  Rarity 


j 


Hi,  Vm  Gail! 

Give  me  a  call  at  1-800-222-5993  to 
place  your  order.  You  can  take  advantage 
ofour  Order  it  Today,  Enjoy  it  Tomorrow 
service;  free  on  coin  orders  of  $500  or 
I  more,  just  $10  for  orders  below  that 
amount. 

I’d  also  be  happy  to  help  you  with  a 
Want  List  or  sign  you  up  for  our  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program.  Call  me  today. 


1854-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  yellow 
gold.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  landmark  rar¬ 
ity.  Only  1,120  were  coined.  Further  desirable 
as  the  first  year  of  issue  and  the  only  $3  struck 
at  the  Dahlonega  Mint . 9,950 

Gem  Proof  1876  $3  Classic  Rarity 
Only  45  Minted! 


1876  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  of  gem  quality.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  great  classics  among  United 
States  gold  coins.  Only  45  were  minted — all  in 
Proof  format — with  no  accompanying  business 
strikes.  Today,  the  number  known  is  closer  to 
25.  Certainly  this  cameo  gem  will  be  a  highlight 
of  the  finest  collection . 38,650 


1887  AU-58  (PCGS) . 

Hall  Kagl«s 

Choice  1803/2  $5 


1 803/2  MS-63  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
early  overdate.  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces.  Overdate  feature  is  extremely 
bold.  An  outstanding  early  half  eagle.  .  14,500 

Mint  State  1805  $5 


1805  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  From  a  late  state  of  the  dies.  A  very 
attractive  example  of  this  early  date . 13,950 

Lustrous  1805  Half  Eagle 
1805  B-3d.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  early  date . 4,750 

Choice  Mint  State  1812  $5 


1812  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  beautiful,  frosty  speci¬ 
men  of  the  final  year  of  the  Capped  Draped 
Bust  to  Left  type.  Not  often  seen  in  this  high 
grade . 12,500 


Be  an  Early  Bird... 

Most  of  the  gold  coins  in  this  issue  are 
one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock,  and  we  cannot 
easily  replace  them.  For  this  reason,  second 
choices  will  be  appreciated  and  will  not  be 
used  unless  your  first  choice  is  sold.  To  be 
an  earlybird  and  to  maximize  your  chances 
to  obtain  most  or  all  of  the  coins  you  want, 
telephone  (toll-free  1-800-222-5993)  or 
fax  (1-603-569-5319)  your  order  to  Gail 
Watson  as  soon  as  possible. 
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UNITED  STATES  KOMI  COINS 


1834  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
much  original  lustre.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
the  f  irst  issue  of  the  Classic  Head  type.  .  925 

Ihc  Classic  Head  motif  was  by  Chief  Engraver  William 
Kneass,  whose  imprint  on  numismatics  is  not  as  well  remem¬ 
bered  as  that  of  his  predecessor,  John  Reich,  or  his  successor, 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

1837  AU-55  (NGC) . 1,350 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre . 3,450 


Happy  C.P.P.  Clients 

One  of  the  most  popular  things  we 
offer  is  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
whereby  our  clients  pick  the  areas  they 
would  like  to  collect,  and  we  send,  on 
approval,  the  coins  they  need.  Ifwewere  to 
reprint  all  of  thy  nice  letters  we  receive 
each  month  there  would  be  no  room  in 
this  catalogue  to  list  coins.  However,  it  will 
take  but  a  few  paragraphs  to  share  a  just 
few  with  you: 

From  J.R.  of  New  Mexico: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“I  am  proud  of  the  full  set  of  MS-65 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  I  recently 
completed  from  1934  to  1947  through 
my  Collection  Portfolio  Program  account. 

“Over  the  years  I’ve  purchased  coins 
from  many  dealers,  thus  I  can  conclusively 
state  and  with  authority  that  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  sells  the  best  and  will 
remain  my  #1  choice  for  the  grade  of  coins 
I  desire. 

“Please  say  Thanks  to  Gail,  who  sends 
me  my  coins  each  month.” 

From  L.C.  of  Ohio: 

“The  gold  coins  you  sent  are  really 
gorgeous,  so  nice  in  fact  that  I  am  seriously 
tempted  to  collect  double  eagles  by  date 
and  mintmark!  This  is  a  formidable  task, 
and  I  will  never  complete  it,  but  it  will  be 
fun  to  see  how  many  different  1  can  get 
among  the  cheaper  varieties.  So  far  I  have 
six,  as  you  know. 

“If  you  set  me  up  with  a  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  account  to  send  me  one 
or  two  coins  each  month  this  should  about 
suit  what  1  want  to  spend.  I  hank  you  very 
much.” 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 
level .  1,450 


1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  in  this  grade . 2, 1 95 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS) . 1,995 


Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 
1 860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 
Rare  and  desirable . 2,350 


Rare  Mint  State  1861  $5 
Choice  MS-63 


1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 


sive  at  this  high  level . 6,950 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 

protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1882  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 225 

1882  AU-50 . 175 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant . 415 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  prize  item  in 

this  gem  preservation! . 2,850 

1888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rare  at  this  grade 

level . 1 ,095 

1 892-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  One  of  many  beautiful 

gold  coins  recently  added  to  our  stock . 875 

1892-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this 
grade  level . 1 ,095 


1893  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 225 

1893-CC  MS-60  (PCGS) . 1,595 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . I  195 

1898  AU-50 . 195 

1899  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 2  is 

1901-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 235 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 
ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1903-S  AU-55  (ANACS) . 195 

1904  MS-62.  Brilliant . 425 

1905  AU-50 . 195 

1905- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

grade . 1 ,295 

1906- D  AU-58  (ANACS).  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 195 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,150 

The  $5  gold  half  eagle  was  the  only  Liberty  Head  gold 
coin  to  be  made  in  the  1908  year;  the  Liberty  Head  quarter 
eagle,  eagle,  and  double  eagle  were  all  discontinued  in  1 907. 

1908  Indian.  MS-62 . 750 

New  design  with  incuse  motifs  by  Boston  sculptor  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt,  student  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  who  took 
over  the  reins  for  the  redesign  of  the  $2.50  and  $5  gold  after 
Saint-Gaudens  died  in  the  summer  of  1907. 


1908-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1910  MS-61 . 395 

1910-S  MS-60  (NGC) . 1 ,095 


Mint  State  191 1-D  $5  Rarity 


191 1  -D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  one  ot 
the  rarest  half  eagles  at  this  grade  level,  an 
issue  which  is  typically  seen  in  the  VF  and 
EF  range . 6,495 

Guar  an  teed  A  u  then  ticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin 
is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee 
forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 
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Be  a  part  of  the  exciting 

1996 

Auction  Season 

at  Bowers  and  Merena 


vO/ 

thomas 


Collections 


d  COIIFCTION 


We're  in  the  midst  of  an  exciting  and  exhilarating  year 

at  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  1996  may  prove  to 
be  our  best  year  in  quite  some  time.  For  you,  this  could  be 
the  best  time  to  jump  on  the  auction  bandwagon  to  receive 
the  best  possible  price  for  your  individual  coins  or  complete 
collection. 

When  the  time  comes  for  you  to 
sell,  you  deserve  the  best — Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena.  Whether  your 
collection  is  worth  several  thousand 
dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  we 
can  realize  for  you  the  highest  possible 
market  price!  Your  coins  will  be  show¬ 
cased  to  our  worldwide  mailing  list  in 
our  Grand  Format'"  catalogue,  pre¬ 
pared  under  the  personal  supervison  of 
Q.  David  Bowers. 

An  Unsurpassed  Record 
of  Auction  Success! 

Auction  Records:  It  is  a  matter  of 
fact  that  of  the  three  largest  collections 
of  United  States  coins  ever  catalogued 
and  sold  at  auction,  all  three  were 
handled  by  Bowers  and  Merena. 

Financial  Integrity:  Our  financial 
integrity,  performance,  and  ethical 
manner  of  doing  business  are  unsur¬ 
passed  by  any  other  firm.  Over  the 
years  we  have  sold  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins  for  well 
over  10,000  collectors,  dealers,  muse¬ 
ums,  institutions,  agencies,  and  nu¬ 
merous  other  important  organizations, 


with  every  payment  made  promptly  and  in  full. 

Awards:  While  we  are  never  content  to  rest  on  our 
laurels,  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  Bowers  and  Merena  has 
received  more  awards  from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild, 
the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  for  its  cata¬ 
logues,  books,  and  publications  than 
have  all  of  our  competitors  combined. 

Personal  Awards:  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  Chairman  of  Bowers  and  Merena, 
has  received  the  top  honors  given  by 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
including  the  Farran  Zerbe  Memorial 
Award  (the  highest  honor),  the  Hall  of 
Fame  recognition,  and  more.  He  has 
also  received  the  highest  honor  given 
by  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild — the  Founders  Award.  Further, 
he  has  been  president  of  both  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  and  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatists  Guild. 

When  you  deal  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  deal  with  a  firm  with  an 
unequaled  record  of  success.  Let  our 
success  be  your  success  when  it  comes 
to  auctioning  your  coins.  Whether  you 
have  a  small  personal  collection,  or  a 
collection  worth  $25  million,  when 
you  select  Bowers  and  Merena  you  are 
assured  of  getting  the  finest  quality 
presentation,  the  finest  net  bottom  line 
financial  results,  and  the  finest  per¬ 
sonal  attention  to  your  needs.  Call  us — 
we  ll  do  the  rest. 
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Choice  1912-S  $5 


1912-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
choice  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  very  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  A  find  for  the  $5  gold 

specialist . 9,850 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine .  2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  longdistance  by 
the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS) . 2,195 

1916-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 750 


Eagles 

Rare  1838  Eagle 


1838  EF-40  (AN ACS).  Light  yellow-gold.  Rare 


in  all  grades . 2,895 

First  year  of  Christian  Gobrechts  new  Coronet  design. 

1842-0  EF-45 . 995 

1844  VF-30  (PCGS) . 1,695 

1850  Small  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  variety. 

Ideal  for  the  specialist . 1,795 

1 854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 
remains . 1,495 


1 87 1-CC  VF-30 . 2,395 

1874-CC  VF-30.  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades. 

One  of  the  many  new  items  listed . 1 ,350 

1879/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen  at 
this  grade  level . 2,450 

188 1- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1 ,495 

1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 2,395 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1,895 


On  Punctuality 


Your  editor  probably  has  two  or  three 
dozen  deadlines  per  month,  what  with  do¬ 
ing  things  for  The  Coin  Collector,  the  Rare 
Coin  Review ;  and  other  things. 

A  number  of  years  ago — this  was  in  the 
early  1960s — I  was  in  North  Tonawanda, 
New  York,  not  far  from  Niagara  Falls,  where  I 
had  spent  the  night  in  a  motel  preparatory  to 
a  9:00  o’clock  appointment  the  next  morning 
with  Farny  Wurlitzer,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  the  Wurlitzer  Company.  Mr.  Wurlitzer, 
born  in  1883,  was  a  living  legend,  and  had 
participated  first  hand  in  much  of  America  s 
musical  history  including  building  the  famous 
Wurlitzer  organs.  We  had  corresponded  and 
talked  on  the  telephone,  but  I  had  never  had 


the  privilege  of  meeting  him  in  person. 

I  gave  myself  what  1  thought  was  plenty  of 
time  to  get  to  the  Wurlitzer  factory,  but  1 
made  a  wrong  turn  or  two,  and  instead  of 
being  there  at  9:00  o’clock  I  arrived  at  9: 1 0. 
I  walked  into  his  office  and  offered  my  apolo¬ 
gies,  which  he  brushed  off  casually  saying  it 
was  nothing — he  was  just  reading  the  morn¬ 
ing  paper  anyway.  Then  I  saw  a  sign  on  his 
wall  saying  something  like  “any  appointment 
worth  keeping  is  worth  keeping  on  time.”  I 
felt  more  embarrassed  than  ever. 

Luckily  the  event  was  soon  forgotten,  at 
least  by  Mr.  Wurlitzer.  I  had  occasion  to  visit 
him  a  number  of  other  times  at  his  office  and 
always  made  it  a  point  to  arrive  early. 


1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 895 

1 894  AU-58  (ANACS) .  *65 

1900-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 465 


Eustrous  Gem  1903  S10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem. .  3,895 
1906-0  AU-55  (ANACS).  Important  as  the  last 
year  of  gold  coinage  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
(silver  coinage  would  continue  to  1909)  ..410 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  especially  frosty  fields . 725 

Motil  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America's  most  fa¬ 
mous  living  sculptor  at  the  time.  In  1905  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  design  the  entire 
American  coinage,  but  the  artist  was  in  failing  health  and 
lived  to  complete  only  the  $10  (as  here)  and  the  $20,  the 
latter  requiring  some  additional  work  by  the  late  sculptor’s 


assistant,  Henry  Hering. 

1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  MS-63 . 1,595 

1909-D  EF-45 . 465 

1910  MS-62 . 625 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in 

the  early  (1907-1916)  Indian  series . 1,650 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 


Double  Eagles 

1873-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Closed  3  (as  are  all). 
Lustre  evident  in  protected  areas.  Scarce.  1 ,890 

1875-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1890-CC  VF-30 . 625 

1903-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 2,350 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

1908  No  Motto.  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-60 . 675 

1910-D  MS-62 . 725 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695 

1924-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very  close  to 

full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels . 1 ,650 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 675 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  have  just  purchased  a 
small  group  of  frosty,  brilliant  specimens  from 
an  old-time  group.  Buy  one  for  only . 675 


Gold  Coins  from 
Bowers  and  Merena 

Ifyou  enjoy  U.S.  gold  coins  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place.  We  would  be  delighted  to 
help  you  with  your  type  set  or  specialized 
collection.  Check  this  listing  which  includes 
our  latest  acquisitions.  If  you  don’t  see  it,  then 
give  Gail  Watson  your  “want  list.  We  ll  keep 
you  posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 
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1912 

rommeniorative 

Dollar 


by  Edgar  H.  Adams 


For  a  number  of  years  your  editor  has  felt  that  the  interest  in  coin 
collecting  in  America  could  be  vastly  expanded  if  the  reverse  of  one 
of  our  denominations  was  devoted  to  commemorative  issues.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  on  the  reverse  of  the  seldom-used  half  dollar,  50  different 
designs — one  for  each  state  were  created,  these  pieces  would  be  im¬ 
mediately  desired  and  would  do  much  for  the  hobby.  Of  course,  50 
different  commemorative  reverses  used  on  the  current  quarter  would 
see  a  wide  circulation  and  would  do  even  better — somewhat  similar 
to  what  Canada  did  with  its  quarter  dollars. 

We  reprint  herewith  an  article  by  Edgar  H.  Adams  in  the  Janu¬ 
ary  1912  issue  o/The  Numismatist  which  centers  around  the 
same  theme. 

It  is  thought  to  be  es¬ 
pecially  fitting  at  this 
time  to  suggest  that  the 
United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  in  1912 — one  hun¬ 
dred  years  after  the  War  of 
1812 — issue  a  commemo¬ 
rative  silver  coin  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  one  dollar, 
the  design  of  which  will  em¬ 
phasize  the  wonderful 
growth  of  the  country  during 
the  range  of  time. 

For  this  commemorative 
dollar  the  following  design  is 
submitted,  from  which  Walter 
E.  Blythe,  a  young  New  York 
artist,  has  taken  his  suggestion 
for  the  above  drawings:  That  the 
obverse  bear  in  the  center  of  the 
field  a  reproduction  of  Liberty, 
with  cap  and  pole,  as  borne  by  the 
first  representation  ol  Liberty  on 
the  celebrated  “Libertas  Ameri¬ 
cana”  medal  of  Dupre,  the  French  artist, 

1 776,  which  was  adopted  as  a  medal  by  our  mint  engrav¬ 
ers  in  1793  to  place  upon  the  first  cents  struck  at  the 
United  States  Mint.  It  is  suggested,  however,  that  Liberty  on 
the  new  dollar  face  to  the  right,  instead  of  to  the  left,  as  on  the  origi- 


in  the  Union.  Around  the  border  to  be  the  leg¬ 
end  “United  States  of  America.”  At  the  bottom, 
the  date,  “1912,”  dividing  the  denomination 
“one”  and  “Dol.”  as, 

ONE  1912  DOL... 

I  he  reverse  design  to  show  in  the  center  of 
the  field  the  coat  of  arms  of  a  state;  beneath  in 
small  letters  the  name  of  the  state.  Around  this 
coat  of  arms  to  be  a  partial  circle  of  1 9  stars,  to 
represent  the  states  ol  which  the  Union  was 
composed  in  1812 — namely,  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Ohio,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri. 
Around  the  border  to  be  inscribed,  “1812 
NINETEEN  STATES,  1912  FORTY-EIGHT  STATES.”  In  the 
edge  of  the  coin,  in  incused,  or  sunken,  letters,  to  be  “HUNDRED 
CENTS,  ONE  DOLLAR,  OR  UNI  I  ”  as  borne  by  the  first  coin 
of  the  denomination  issued  at  the  United  States  Mint  in  1794. 

That  all  of  these  commemorative  dollars  be  struck  from  a  com¬ 
mon  United  States  obverse,  as  above  described,  to  be  combined  with 
the  same  reverse  design,  but  bearing  in  the  center  the  coat  of  arms  of 
the  various  states  of  the  Union  at  the  present  time,  after  the  style  of 
the  illustrations,  which  show  those  of  New  York  and  California. 
The  issue  of  a  commemorative  dollar  coin  is  thought  to  be  wor¬ 
thy  of  consideration  for  a  number  of  reasons.  One  of  these  is 
that  since  1904  this  Government  has  ceased  to  coin  a  metal- 
ic  representation  of  its  currency  unit,  as  the  silver  dollar 
was  abandoned  in  that  year,  while  in 
1889  the  coinage 
of  the  gold  dollar 
was  stopped. 

It  is  felt  that  the 
issue  of  this  coin 
along  the  suggested 
ines  will  have  an 
educational  value,  as 
it  will  show  the  exact 
number  of  states  now 
in  the  Union,  a  matter 
upon  which  a  great 
many  of  our  citizens  are 
not  correctly  informed, 
and  also  will  show  the 
coat  of  arms  of  each  state, 
which  surely  will  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  interest  for  nearly  all 
generations  of  our  citizens. 

It  is  thought  that  the  is¬ 
sue  of  this  dollar  will  not  en¬ 
tail  any  considerable  expense, 
and  indeed  there  may  be  even 
a  margin  of  profit.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  there  will  be  orders  for  a 
vast  number  of  these  coins,  and  the  seigniorage 
alone  will  probably  warrant  the  issue. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  size,  weight,  and  general 
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nal  medal.  Around  the  central  device  to  be  placed  a  complete  circle  coinage  features  of  the  silver  dollar  of  1 894  be  applied  to  the  strik- 
of  stars — 48  in  number — representing  the  number  of  states  now  ing  of  this  commemorative  dollar,  and  that  all  the  provisions  of  law 
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relative  to  the  coinage,  legal  tender  quality,  and  redemption  of  the  silver 
coins  of  the  United  States  be  made  applicable  to  the  commemorative  piece. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  in  order  to  permit  these  commemorative  dollars 
to  reach  ever)'  part  of  the  United  States,  that,  when  ordered  in  sums  of  $500 
or  more,  the  charge  for  transportation  be  borne  by  the  Government. 

Also  that  al  least  1 ,000,000  of  these  pieces  be  struck,  and  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  silver  dollars  be  withdrawn  from  the  U.S.  Treasury  and  recoined 


for  the  purpose.  And  also  that  the  issue  be  increased  if  found  advisable. 

That  the  United  States  Mint  authorities  be  authorized  to  strike  a  num¬ 
ber  of  pieces  from  the  dies  bearing  each  state’s  coat  of  arms  in  proof  to 
meet  the  demands  of  collectors  for  cabinet  specimens,  and  that  the  cost 
of  these  specimens  be  regulated  by  the  rules  at  present  governing  the  strik¬ 
ing  and  sale  by  the  Government  of  similar  pieces,  and  that  the  commemo¬ 
rative  dollar  be  struck  at  the  parent  and  all  the  branch  United  States  Mints. 


‘ Downtown  Companion*  Explores  Joys  Of  Collecting 

Bowers'  offering  a  worthy  library  addition 


The  following  article  was  written  by  Mike  Thorne  and  was  featured 
in  his  “Basics  and  Beyond"  column  in  the  September  1995  issue  ofCoins 
Magazine. 

“In  previous  columns,  I  have  reviewed  the  first  two  of  Dave  Bowers’ 
Numismatist’s  Companions  published  in  1994,  and  this  month  it’s  time 
for  the  third  Companion ,  which  is  The  Numismatist's  Downtown 
Companion,  Vol.  7  of  the  long-running  series  published  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  As  with  other  volumes,  this  one  consists  of  many 
short  articles,  35  in  fact,  most  of  them  taken  from  Rare  Coin  Review,  the 
house  organ  of  Bowers  and  Merena. 

“In  glancing  at  the  table  of  contents,  I  was  immediately  struck  by  the 
title  and  the  author  of  the  fourth  chapter:  ‘  1 0  Ways  to 
be  a  Better  Collector,’  by  Mike  Thorne.  Needless  to 
say,  I  was  surprised  and  pleased  to  find  one  of  my 
works  included  among  articles  by  such  esteemed  nu¬ 
mismatic  authors  as  Jim  Ruddy,  Joel  Orosz,  Thomas 
LaMarre,  Michael  Wescott,  Andrew  Pollock  III,  Jim 
Johnson,  and,  of  course,  Q.  David  Bowers. 

“The  Downtown  Companion  begins  with  an  inter¬ 
esting  article  from  a  Rare  Coin  Review  published  in 
1987,  ’Why  We  Enjoy  Coin  Collecting.’  The  article 
consists  of  short  essays  by  1 8  different  well-known 
figures  in  the  world  of  coin  collecting,  all  of  whom 
were  asked  to  tell  why  they  like  to  collect  coins  or  why 
they  were  attracted  to  coins  as  a  hobby. 

“Numismatic  News  editor  David  Harper,  for  example,  writes  that 
the  hobby  has  given  him  an  outlet  for  a  fascination  with  history  and  has 
enabled  him  to  meet  others  with  similar  interests.  Numismatic  scholar 
Robert  Julian  similarly  expresses  his  interest  in  history,  writing  that 
‘through  coinage  we  are  able  to  transport  ourselves  to  a  distant  land  and 
time  of  our  choosing.’  In  what  is  obviously  a  common  theme,  numis¬ 
matic  publisher  Clifford  Mishler  writes  that  some  coin  approvals  he 
requested  ‘proved  fascinating,  not  so  much  aesthetically  as  historically.’ 

“Another  article  that  caught  my  eye  is  ‘Some  M usings  About 
Modern  Commemoratives’  by  Bowers.  Written  in  1993  for  The 
Commemorative  Trail,  journal  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins,  the  article  expresses  Bowers’  thoughts  on  more  than  a  decade  of 
modern  commemorative  issues. 

“A  listing  ofsome  of  the  articles’  subheadings  will  give  you  the  flavor 
of  the  piece:  ‘Good  Art  or  Bad  Art?,’  ‘Worthy  Events,  but  Worthy 
Designs?,’  Ho  Hum,  G-R-E-E-D  and  Madison  +  ANA  =  fleece  the 
Collector.’  Given  the  multiplicity  of  dubious  commemorations,  Bow¬ 
ers  tells  us  to  ‘try  your  best  to  keep  smiling.’ 

“If  you  decide  to  purchase  this  book,  I  think  you  II  take  the  time  to 


read  Bowers’  article  titled  ‘  The  Best  $9.95  Buy  in  Numismatics.’  No, 
I’m  not  going  to  tell  you  what  it  is,  but  I  will  tell  you  that  the  article  ends 
with  a  10-item  multiple-choice  quiz.  I  got  seven  right,  which  Bowers 
says  is  ‘really  excellent,’  but  I  will  admit  that  1  guessed  on  several. 

“Jim  Ruddy,  Dave  Bowers  longtime  business  partner,  writes  about 
a  lifetime  of  collecting.  Amazingly,  much  of  his  collecting  hasn’t 
involved  coins.  For  example,  he  ‘once  had  a  collection  of  800  different 
United  States-issued  $3  bills.’ 

“Joel  Orosz’s  article,  ‘A  N umismatic  ‘  Whendunit,’  ’  was  stimulated  by 
Coins  ’editor  Bob  Van  Ryzin’s  article  on  Jim  Ruddy’s  numismatic  career. 
A  collector  of  numismatic  literature,  Orosz  had  purchased  a  couple  of 
Ruddy’s  early  price  lists  at  auction.  Neither  list  was  dated,  and  this  led  to 
Orosz’s  ultimately  successful  search  for  when  Ruddy  pro¬ 
duced  them.  Along  the  way,  the  author  (and  his  readers) 
learns  a  lot  about  coin  collecting  circa  the  mid-1950s. 

“Whether  or  not  you  collect  Eisenhower  dollars,  you 
will  find  Thomas  LaMarre’s  article,  ‘The  Ike  Dollar:  A 
Misguided  Tribute, ’  interesting.  As  LaMarre  tells  his 
readers,  Ike  once  said  that  he  had  tried  ‘to  create  an 
atmosphere  of  greater  serenity  and  mutual  confidence. 
Unfortunately,  serenity  doesn’t  characterize  the  coin 
series  produced  in  tribute  to  one  of  the  nation’s  most 
beloved  presidents. 

“Bowers’  article,  ‘Common  Sense,’  gives  some  advice 
that  should  be  required  reading  for  anyone  who  plans  to 
buy  coins,  particularly  if  that  person  hopes  to  profit  in  the 
end  from  his  or  her  purchases.  Bowers’  first  suggestion  has  been  stated 
many  times  before,  but  it  is  always  worth  repeating:  ‘When  buying  a 
coin,  if  the  price  seems  too  good  to  be  true,  then  nearly  always  there  is 
something  wrong  with  the  coin.’ 

“Did  you  know  that  some  states  are  forgotten  on  commemorative 
coins  with  outline  maps  of  the  United  States:  Which  state  do  you  think 
is  missing  on  the  reverse  of  the  Washington-Carver  half  dollar?  You  can 
find  the  answer  in  an  article  titled,  appropriately  enough,  Did  You 
Know?’ 

“Why  is  the  1991  Korean  War  Memorial  coin  unique?  One  possi¬ 
bility  is  that  it  is  the  only  coin  ever  to  commemorate  the  38th 
anniversary  of  something,  but  that  is  not  the  answer  given  here.  You  can 
discover  the  answer  to  this  and  to  such  questions  as  ‘Which  design 
features  on  $2.50  and  $5  gold  pieces  are  not  incuse?:  in  the  ‘Did  You 
Know?’  ’  chapter. 

Remember  that  there  are  35  different  chapters  in  this  book,  and  you 
will  see  that  I  have  just  scratched  the  surface  in  this  review.  If  you  read 
coin  books  for  pleasure — and  to  learn  more  about  your  hobby-  The 
Numismatist's  Downtown  Companion  should  be  in  your  library. 
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Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Guide  to  the  series:  Commemoratives  are  among 
the  most  fascinating  of  United  States  coins,  as  there 
are  so  many  types  commemorating  so  many  different 
interesting  observances,  occasions,  and  anniversaries — 
some  obscure  and  others  of  national  importance. 

Appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced  greatly 
by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the  most 
comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  produced,  and 
includes  much  price  information  as  well.  Excellent 
studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  are 
also  valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like 
our  quality  and  value. 

1893  Isabella  Quarter 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  early  issue . 2,495 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,495 


Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 


1 893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 


gem.  Beautiful! . 2,495 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64.  A  prize  coin,  lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful . 1,095 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 650 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 


light  iridescent  toning . 425 

1900  Lafayette  Dollar 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65.  A  splendid  gem. 
Rare  in  this  high  grade . 8,995 


The  1 900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States  com¬ 
memorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mintage  of 
50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December  14,  1 899, 
actually  a  year  before  the  1900  “date”  on  the  coin.  December 
14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of  Washingtons  death. 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usu¬ 


ally  in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 8,995 

MS-64  Lafayette  Dollar 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen 
of  this  scarce  (in  higher  grades)  issue.  ...2,995 


Gorgeous  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  a  hint  of  gold  toning . 2,995 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 825 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-55 . 375 


Gem  Alabama  Half  Dollar 


1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce  issue.  A 
highly  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist 


and  connoisseur . 3,350 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 

1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  key  issue,  and  one  of  the 
nicest  strikes  we’ve  seen . 1 ,095 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 825 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 665 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1 936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1 936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1 937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65 . 795 
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1938  Arkansas.  MS-64 . 185 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  Brilliant . 185 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 160 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 850 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 315 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100 

were  distributed,  and  few  are  as  nice  as  this  one 
today.  . 995 

1 939-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  in  the  series.  .385 
1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 995 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 385 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 310 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65 . 165 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64 . 1 19 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65. ...  895 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed! .  1 ,050 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 120 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 120 

1936  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 


1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1936- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1937  Boone  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice.  569 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 569 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Incredibly  low 

distribution  of  only  2, 1 00  coins . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100  were 

distributed . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 365 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine.  850 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1925-S  California.  MS-61  (NGC) . 125 

1951  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...85 
1951  -S  Carver- Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  attractive  toning . 395 

1951  -S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 65 


1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...49 
1952-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65-  Brilliant.  1 89 
1952-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  85 
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1953  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  155 
1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 45 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...40 

1953-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65 . 325 

1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 
1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 65 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  35 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  135 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...42 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...39 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  69 
1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  65 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  24 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 695 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...385 
1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64 . 259 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 815 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  attrac¬ 
tive  toning . 89 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1 893  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  gun- 

metal-blue  and  iridescent  toning . 165 

1893  Columbian.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 45 

1893  Columbian.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  45 
1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 

specimen . 395 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58 . 205 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 575 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 310 


Superb  Grant  With  Star 
1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lus- 
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trous.  In  our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  variety 
in  the  series  at  this  grade . 3,095 

Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50C 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iri¬ 
descent  pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  sur¬ 
faces . 3,095 

In  the  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  halt  dollar  was 
the  key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially  in  high 
grades  such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quantity 
of  them  to  promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of  this 
the  publicity  for  the  issue  has  fallen  through  the  cracks.  Still, 
it  has  a  very  interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a  piece 
such  as  this  to  a  collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acquisition. 


1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 


Superb  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  brilliant 
surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  key 
“type”  in  the  series . 5,295 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


to  have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons 


on  American  coinage. 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  595 

1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 


1921  Missouri  2+ A 

1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  find  at  this  high  grade  level. 
One  of  the  prime  rarities  in  the  commemora¬ 
tive  series .  7,350 


1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 260 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare!  . 730 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  rarity. . 565 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  2,100  were 

distributed.  Rare! . 5]() 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 730 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 565 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 510 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 730 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 565 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 510 


1921  Missouri  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...1,425 

Beautiful  1923-S  Monroe 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,595 

The  1923-S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade 


MS-65  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific 
191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare 
at  this  grade  level . 2,550 

Gem  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  50<f 


it  emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  50<£ 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,550 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,295 


Rare  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64 . 2,650 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61 . 1,425 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-58 . 1,195 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue _ 725 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 175 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1 925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Common  in  lower 

grades,  very  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State . 685 

1918  Lincoin-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 
reverse . 635 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63 . 79 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1 , 1  50 

Garter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this 
nice.  Highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  gorgeous 


gem! . 2,595 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 425 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 850 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 459 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 409 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 240 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Scarce  so  fine . 475 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1 937-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 260 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..450 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 260 


Gem  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  50C 
191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant . 2,550 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1,350 
191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 

Superb! . 1,350 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 495 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 495 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 75 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 72 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 725 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 299 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . I  19 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 95 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 95 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 


Add  our  great  books 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 
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UN ITKK  STATES  I'O  VI  MEM  II  NATIVE  COINS 


1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64 . 109 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63 . 99 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 650 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  825 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1936  Texas  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 315 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1938  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64 . 325 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 42 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  Brilliant . 45 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1946-S  B.T.W- MS-6'4.  Brilliant . 24 

1946- S  B  T  W.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  ...24 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65 . 85 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  ol  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 


1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949-D  B.T.W  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 275 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1  949-S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 575 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1950-S  B.  l.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 250 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 250 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . S5 

Mintage:  510,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-D  B.T.W  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 


CoimiHMiioralive 


In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality, 
all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  sur¬ 
faces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an 
excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offer¬ 
ing  to  build  your  collection  of  commemorative 
coins,  one  of  Americas  most  interesting  series.  (For 
other  fine  commemoratives  in  grades  other  than 
PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  pre¬ 
ceding  listing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buy¬ 
ers  have  done  for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for  quality  and 
value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

1095 

2495 

1 900  Lafayette  $  1 

2995 

8995 

1 921  Alabama  plain 

575 

1095 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

1150 

3350 

1 936  Albany 

395 

1937  Antietam 

665 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

295 

1935-D 

95 

325 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1935-S 

325 

1936 

1 10 

130 

425 

1936-D 

1 19 

385 

1936-S 

89 

1 19 

385 

1937 

110 

129 

495 

1937-D 

no 

425 

1937-S 

1 10 

695 

1938 

160 

1938-D 

160 

185 

1938-S 

160 

850 

1939 

315 

385 

1939-D 

385 

995 

1939-S 

385 

995 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

149 

310 

Boone  type 

1935 

105 

165 

1935-D 

110 

1935-S 

120 

190 

1935/34 

165 

1 935/34-D 

895 

1935/34-S 

1050 

1936 

105 

119 

1 936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

195 

1937 

105 

119 

165 

1937-D 

325 

365 

569 

1937-S 

365 

1938 

365 

525 

1938-D 

525 

1938-S 

415 

525 

1 936  Bridgeport 

350 

1 925-S  California 

850 

Carver- Wash  ington 

1952 

18 

1952-D 

189 

1953 

40 

155 

1953-D 

325 

1953-S 

65 

1954 

39 

42 

135 

1954-D 

65 

69 

1954-S 

24 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

350 

695 

1936-D 

550 

1936-S 

315 

350 

1 936  Cleveland 

89 

219 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

219 

259 

279 

1936-D 

259 

279 

1936-S 

279 

1892  Columbian 

165 

1893  Columbian 

165 

1 935  Connecticut 

275 

625 

1 936  Delaware 

265 

395 

1936  Elgin 

215 

250 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  Ill 


Page  7 1 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936  Gettysburg 

310 

325 

1922  Grant  plain 

189 

345 

1922  Grant  Star 

3095 

1928  Hawaiian 

2650 

5295 

1935  Hudson 

725 

1924  Huguenot 

175 

595 

1946  Iowa 

89 

119 

1925  Lexington 

115 

685 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

210 

635 

1936  Long  Island 

105 

1936  Lynchburg 

185 

295 

1920  Maine 

169 

275 

595 

1934  Maryland 

185 

395 

1921  Missouri 

1425 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

7350 

1923-S  Monroe 

2595 

1938  New  Rochelle 

345 

375 

1936  Norfolk 

409 

459 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

145 

235 

1926-S 

240 

1928 

239 

325 

1933-D 

350 

475 

1934-D 

205 

215 

299 

1936 

165 

175 

249 

1936-S 

195 

219 

1937-D 

160 

195 

235 

1938 

245 

260 

285 

1938-D 

260 

295 

1938-S 

245 

260 

285 

1939 

510 

565 

730 

1939-D 

510 

565 

730 

1939-S 

510 

565 

730 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

1350 

2550 

1920  Pilgrim 

125 

525 

1921  Pilgrim 

299 

725 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

99 

119 

325 

1936-D 

325 

1936-S 

119 

325 

1 937  Roanoke 

225 

249 

1936  Robinson 

109 

295 

1 935-S  San  Diego 

85 

99 

1936-D  San  Diego 

89 

109 

1926  Sesqui 

650 

1 925  Stone  Mt. 

209 

Texas  type 

1934 

115 

130 

159 

1935 

135 

159 

1935-D 

115 

135 

1 935-S 

129 

159 

1936 

129 

1936-D 

129 

1 936-S 

159 

1937 

165 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-D 

135 

165 

1937-S 

120 

165 

1938 

295 

325 

375 

1938-D 

295 

325 

375 

1938-S 

295 

325 

1925  Vancouver 

1295 

1936  Wisconsin 

225 

239 

1936  York 

210 

BTW  Type 

1946 

42 

1946-D 

59 

1946-S 

24 

49 

1947 

45 

85 

1947-D 

59 

1947-S 

89 

1948 

55 

69 

1948-D 

55 

69 

1948-S 

69 

1949 

86 

105 

1949-D 

86 

105 

1949-S 

86 

105 

1950 

65 

79 

1950-D 

65 

79 

1950-S 

59 

1951 

39 

55 

1951-D 

85 

Do  uble-Mea  n  i  ng 
Illustration ? 


D.M.,  an  Iowa  reader,  sent  this  comment: 

“Just  a  note  to  let  you  know  that  I  enjoy 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  I  look  forward  to 
reading  it  each  time  it  arrives. 

“The  real  reason  I  am  writing  this  is  the 
cover  of  your  October/November  1994 
issue  which  I  was  looking  at  recently.  Is  it 
only  coincidence  that  the  cover  of  this  issue 
is  a  photo  of  the  detail  of  the  reverse  of  a 
1794  large  cent  showing  only  the  1  over  the 
100? 

“Of  course,  I  am  referring  to  the  101st 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  My  bet  is  a 
dollar  to  a  hole  in  a  doughnut  that  this  was 
intentional  to  see  how  many  people  are 
paying  attention! 

“Regardless,  it  is  a  beautiful  coin.  Also, 
if  the  1873  arrows  VF-35  quarter  is  still 
available,  please  calk  as  I  wish  to  order  it.” 

Editor’s  note:  Strictly  unintentional. 
Hadn’t  thought  about  it.  Remind  us  when 
we  have  our  20 1  st  issue,  and  we  ll  consider 
running  a  close-up  of  a  half  cent  reverse 
showing  1/200! 


MoiIitii  (iimmniis 

1982-S  Washington  50C  Proof-65  as  issued;  in 


original  case.  Design  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  5.95 

1984-W  Olympic.  Proof-65.  $10  gold . 275 

1 993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue . 19.95 


The  1 995  edition  of  the  Guide  Book,  page  258,  contains  this 
notice:  “9,656  of  the  Uncirculated  version  were  privately  marked 
on  the  edge  with  a  serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the  Madison 
Foundation  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.” 

Commemorative 
(iolil  Coins 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall . 1,750 


Choice  Lewis  &  Clark  Gold  $1 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995 

Remarkable  Prooflike  Jefferson  $1 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 

very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up 
in  its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof 

for  all  intents  and  purposes . 2,650 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 450 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

brilliant,  lustrous  gem.  Just  acquired . 1,250 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  proof¬ 
like  obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 925 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64. 

Brilliant . 1,450 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 795 

Proof  Sets 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  l<t, 

5<t,  10C  25C  504 . 675 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set  NGC  certified.  14 
Proof-65  RD,  54  Proof-66,  104  Proof-66,  254 

Proof-67,  504  Proof-66 . 635 

1953  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65.14,  54,  104, 
254,  504 . 175 
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Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 

Exciting  News  from  our 
Publications  Department 


A  Buyers  Guide  to 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Now  being  published 
in  one  handy  volume 
about  1794  to  date  silver 
and  trade  dollars  is  infor¬ 
mation  you  can  use  con¬ 
cerning  their  rarity,  price 
history,  and  other  collect¬ 
ing  data,  much  of  which 
has  been  extracted  from 


Two  New  Titles  plus  a  ‘Sold  Out  Notice 

Two  exciting  new  books  are  now  being  printed  and  will  be 
ready  for  delivery  in  May  or  June.  Q.  David  Bowers  has  done  it 
again  with  two  interesting,  informative  and  FUN  new  titles. 

And,  don’t  forget  our  extensive  listing  of  numismatic  titles 
offered  in  this  issue  at  our  everyday  discount  prices.  Take  1 0%  off 
your  order  totaling  up  to  $  1 00  and  20%  off  any  order  of  $  1 00  or 
more.  Each  purchase  comes  with  our  30-day  money  back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction  so  you  take  no  risk  whatsoever  when  you  add  to 
your  numismatic  library  through  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 


Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money 

A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Excitement,  information,  even  unbelievable  scan¬ 
dal — all  are  yours  for  the  reading  in  this  great  new 
192-page  book.  Dave  Bowers  has  reached  back 
into  the  last  century  to  reprint  for  modern  readers 
some  interesting  illustrated  narratives  from  that 


era. 


You’ll  be  on  the  spot  in  1860,  when  coin 
collecting  was  just  beginning  to  become  popular 
in  America,  and  will  read  a  fascinating  account  by 
W.C.  Prime  from  Harper's  Weekly. 

From  the  same  era  you  will  visit  the  Philadelphia  Mint  on 
a  busy  coining  day,  go  to  the  American  Bank  Note  Company 
where  currency  is  printed,  and  even  visit  the  U.S.  Assay  Office 
in  New  York  City  and  learn  about  the  handling  of  gold. 

From  there  it  is  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1896 — via  a 
long-forgotten  Mint  Report — and  a  fascinating  account  of  how 
coins  were  made.  Chief  Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber  tells  how 
dies  are  made,  another  Mint  official  tells  how  they  are  struck. 

As  one  more  attraction,  a  riveting  account,  “Investigations 
in  the  Treasury  Department,”  by  Lafayette  C.  Baker,  tells  the 
incredible  story  of  Director  Spencer  M.  Clark  and  how  he 
seduced  young  girls  who  worked  under  his  charge  in  the 
Treasury,  complete  with  first-person  accounts  by  the  girls 
involved. 

If  you  like  stories  of  the  past  and  enjoy  nostalgia,  you'll  find 
enough  enjoyable  reading  about  coins  and  paper  money  to 
keep  you  fascinated  for  an  evening  or  two  of  spare  time. 

Softbound,  8-1/2  x  11",  illustrated,  192  pages.  Stock  No. 
BBM-401.  $29.93. 


Dave’s  now-out-of-print 
two-volume  book,  Silver 

Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia,  plus  updated  pricing  information. 

Each  date  and  mintmark  in  the  series  is  evaluated  and  discussed 
in  detail.  If  you  enjoy  collecting  Morgan  silver  dollars — America’s 
most  popular  early  series — you'll  really  love  this  new  book.  Priced 
so  that  everybody  can  easily  afford  a  copy. 

Softbound,  3-1/2  x  8-1/2",  illustrated,  312  pages.  Stock  No. 
BBM-402.  $19.95. 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 
“FIRST  PRINTING  SOLD  OUT!” 

This  is  a  headline  you  will  be  reading  soon.  As  this  RCR goes  to 
press,  we  have  fewer  than  1 00  copies  on  hand,  and  by  the  time  you 
read  this,  the  first  printing  will  indeed  be  “Sold  Out.’ 

Right  now,  a  second  printing  (so  identified  on  the  title  page  and 
also  with  a  minor  change  to  the  text  on  p.  84)  is  on  the  press  and 
will  be  delivered  here  in  May.  The  way  orders  are  pouring  in, 

perhaps  these  books,  too,  will 
be  sold  out! 

In  this  fabulous  work,  the 
numismatic  career  of  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg  comes  to  life!  Special 
sections  are  devoted  to  show¬ 
casing  highlights  from  the 
Eliasberg  Collection. 

Still  another  chapter  dis¬ 
cusses  coin  dealing  and  collect¬ 
ing  during  the  time  that  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  was  active, 
and  gives  many  interesting  in¬ 
sights  into  this  romantic  era  of 
our  hobby. 

Ordervourcopy  today,  and 
it  will  be  shipped  as  soon  as  our 
new  supply  arrives.  Hard¬ 
bound,  8-1/2x11 ",  illustrated, 
176  pages.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
146.  $62.50. 

Happy  Collecting, 


Here  is  what  hobby  leaders 
had  to  say  about  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins: 

“Thanks  to  Dave  Bowers’  new  book 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins, 
the  famous  Eliasberg  collection  will 
live  on  for  numismatists  long  after 
Bowers  and  Merena  disperses  the  col¬ 
lection  in  their  upcoming  auction. 
N umismatists  can  vicariously  enjoy  all 
of  the  key  rarities  through  the  illustra¬ 
tions,  complete  descriptions,  and 
Dave’s  inimitable  historical  and  anec¬ 
dotal  augmentations  and  emendations. 
You’ve  done  it  again,  Dave." 

— William  Bain  Murray 
Numismatic  Writer 

Dave  Bowers’  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.:  King  of  Coins  is  destined  to  be  the 
uncontested  emperor  of  books  about 
great  collectors  and  great  collections.  A 
fascinating,  up-close  look  at  Eliasberg 
the  man  and  how  he  put  together  the 
ultimate  collection,  this  book  is  a  must 
for  serious  collectors  and  fun  reading 
for  anyone  interested  in  coins. 

— Beth  Deisher 
Editor,  Coin  World 


Hi 


Mary  Tocci 
Publications  Department 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Cold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  184  pages,  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue.  Illus¬ 
trated.  Special  Offer:  HB  ver¬ 
sion  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Lib¬ 
erty'  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes 
on  ayear-by-year  basis.  168  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 
Read  about  the  history,  art,  ro¬ 
mance,  and  investment  aspect  of 
coins.  306  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association  Centen¬ 
nial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dol¬ 
lars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
denomination  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  312  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-402)  List  $19.95 


BUM'S 
GUIDE  TO 
UNITED  ' 
SMS  i 

GOLD  COINS 

9  r  0  DAVID  tOWlffS 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Save  Money 

I  ake  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100; 
take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100 
(off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Fascinating  reprints  of 
illustrated  articles  on  making 
coins  and  paper  money.  192 
pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-401)  List  $29.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive  ref¬ 
erence  work  on  commemora- 
tives  from  the  19th  century- 
1991 .  768  pages,  illustrated. 
►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series  from 
colonials  to  regular  copper,  nickel, 
silver,  and  gold  issues.  572  pages. 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Coin#  by  DrtlS"  T*p* 


,  C.W"  c""“ 


Pieces 


Valuable  information  on 
different  series,  from  one  of 
the  country's  most  knowl¬ 
edgeable  numismatists. 

United  States  Coins  by  De¬ 
sign  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 

^  UnitedStatesCopperCoins: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collec¬ 


tor 


and  Investor 


SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  3 <t  and  5<tt 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about 

American  gold  coins.  4 1 5  pages, 

illustrated 

►  HB(BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this 
magnificent  collector  and  his  equally  faschinating 
collection.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Second  Printing. 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-146)  List  $62.50 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


COMPANION 

-■'&9BSSSB8& 


Numismatists  l 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  pas 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224  pages  each 

The  Numismatist’s: 

►  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $  1 2.95 
►■Countryside  Companion — SB1BBM-207)  List  $  1 2.95 

Downtown  Companion — SB  (BBM-208)  List  $  1 2.95 

►  Lakeside  Companion — SB1BBM-202)  List  $  1 2.95 

►  Topside  Companion — SB1BBM-209)  List  $  1 2.95 

►  Traveling  Companion — SB  (BBM-210)  List  $12.95 
Weekend  Companion — SBlBBM-206)  List  $12.95 


Virgil  Brand:  I  he  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

1  his  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating 
and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand  (1862- 
1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof 
coin  manufacture,  character¬ 
istics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs, 
and  more.  Year-by-year  analy¬ 
sis.  338  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 


U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 


YVIth  mrr  4,000  Hltieirallrai* 

The  definitive  munuuniUk'  reference  IhmiL 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Co¬ 
lonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic  library 
all  in  one  book!  754  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


To  Order — Toll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


The  Ciiinpn'lwiuin  Eixydopnllii 

of 

l  Sutrd  Stair* 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

All  the  facts  concerning  Liberty 
Seated  quarters  from  the  first 
issue  in  1838  to  the  last  in  1891. 
265  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800)  List  $39.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 

The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state,  and 
early  American  coins.  378  pages, 
ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to 
“cherrypick”  rarities.  344  pages. 
Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BF1-110)  List  $24.95 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents 
Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

A  complete  guide  to  two-cent 
pieces.  112  pages.  Over  350 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-1 14)  List  $19.95 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth 
by  Key-in  Hum 


WALKING 

LIBERTY 

HALF  DOLLARS 


•aui  N> 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 

A  complete  look  at  this  popular 
series.  1 54  pages,  with  280  pho¬ 
tographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


PAPER  MONEY 

OF  THF. 


UNITED  STATES 


4ro«umu*i«TOeuw»*  mwnam « 


Paper  Money  of  the  United 
States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
The  fourteenth  edition  of  this, 
an  essential  work  on  United 
States  currency.  304  pages, 
illustrated. 


►  I  IB  (BFR  105)  List  $24.50 


Guide  U.S. 
Commemorative 


COINS 


Michael  J  Hodder 
«jy!  Q  I  Mud  Bow rrs 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to  commemorative 
coins.  165  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  & 

Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  with  an  interest 
in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spit.  End  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Buf¬ 
falo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this  popular 
series.  Nearly  400  photographs. 
►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed  on  a 
date-by-date  basis.  112  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 

The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia-2nd 
Edition 

By  Arnold  Margo lis 
The  author  discusses  everything  to 
do  with  minting  and  mint  errors. 
370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


Save  Money 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100; 
take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100 
(off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


COMF1.  KTE 


SHIELD  ‘  LIBERTY  HEAD 

NICKELS 

(gT  ftv; 

Uy  Chau  him  t 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  I  .st  $50.00 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Shield 
and  Liberty'  Head  Nickels 

By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia 
Mahon 

A  comprehensive  work  on  these 
popular  series. 

►  SB  (BPE-200)  List  $34.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 
By  Al  C.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV- 100)  List  $59.95 

United  States  Patterns  and  Re¬ 
lated  Issues 

By  Andrew  VZ.  Pollock  III 
(Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 
This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern  se¬ 
ries.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 

The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of 
silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and 
dates..  174  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 

Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  gradingguide 

by  the  ANA.  224  pages,  illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  1  ist  $10.95 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 
Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands  of 
different  tokens.  824  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  SB  ( BRU  724)  1  ist  v  -s  oe 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  5.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  work  by 
\\  llliam  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HP  iBSH-1001  List  $50.00 


Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  recently  published  work  cov¬ 
ering  all  die  varieties,  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  series,  grading 
collecting,  etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 

A  new  edition  of  this  work  on  American  commemo- 
ratives.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on  every 
coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB(BTA-404)  List  $19.95 


C  hac  lotto  Mint 
Gold  Coin*; 
1818-1881 


Now  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins: 
I8VM909 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-812)  List  $14.95 
New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815)  List  $31.95 
Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 
The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and 
Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BW1-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-817)  List  $31.95 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


For  the  Silver 
Dollar  Collector 

All  you  want  to 
know  about  Morgan 
and  Peace  dollars  can 
be  found  in  this  one  im¬ 
portant  volume.  Find 
rarities  in  your  collec¬ 
tion  you  didn’t  even 
know  were  there.  Es¬ 
sential  to  anyone  col¬ 
lecting  these  two  series. 

While  supplies  last,  you  can  purchase  this 
book  at  less  than  hall  price! 

Softbound  BVA-707,  list  $49.93 
Special  price  $24.93  (no  further  discounts). 


Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector  s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  ifyour  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

Ifyou  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  de¬ 
tails.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 

Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  ifyou  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
< coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
ro-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect 
to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and 
do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  ofvarious 
published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time. 
However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that 
our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased 
countless  thousands  ot  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the 
process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful 
rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David  Bowers  is 
a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Ser¬ 
vice  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977-1 979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1 983- 1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


8 .  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9 •  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10. 1  his  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 
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Director. 
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W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Chris 
Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
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Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly. 
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•Accounting  Department — Donald  H.  Snyder,  C  . P.A., 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 
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Mail  or  Fax  to  Us  (or  use  separate  sheet) 


BOOKS 


Less  10%  (order  $100  or  less)  or  20%  (over  $100.01) 
Net  price: 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50, 

PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total:  Books  and  postage 


COINS 


Stock  # 

Title 

List  Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Page  # 

Description 

Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Postage  $5  on  orders  under  $500/Free  over  that  amount 

$ 

Total:  Coins  and  postage 


ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 

Books  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Coins  and  Shipping  'Total: 

$ 

Name: 

Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

Address: 

Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin  Co llector  Only 

□ 

$29.00 

Citv:  State  Zip 

Domestic 

J 

$95.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

□ 

$150.00 

Telephone: 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□ 

$200.00 

Customer  it: 

Subtotal  of  items 

$ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

Total  Enclosed 

$ 

O  Check  tEJ  MasterCard  l-j  Visa  CJ  AmEx 

Card  it  Exp.  Date: 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $500/Free  on 

orders  over  $500 

Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 

Signature: 

TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  IN  NH:  569-5095 


MR&MRS  SAMUEL  MURPHY 
500  N  TAYLOR  AUE 
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